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AN 
impartial Vindication 
on the Preſent 


CLERGY 
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SIR, 
FF T being the currant Humor of 
this Age,and innoccnt enough, 
tor Men to communicate their 
Minds to the Publick in long 
Letrers., written as to private and 
particular Friends; I have thought 
fir, at this time, to comply there- 


with, and have accordingly made. 
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- ..2 An Impartial Vinatcation of 


bold to ſingle out your Self for that 


judicious Perſon, into whoſe Ears- 1 
| would'preſume, as ir were, to Whiſ- 


per, what I care not if .all the world 

thould hcar. | 
Having bcen always averſe from 

making Letters by Crea7zun, or our 


of Nothing, ( like idle Viſits, con- 


ſiting of meer Compliments, and 
How-do-yees ) 1 have choſen to my 
felt a ſealonable Subiet ro be the 
matter of this Letter, namcly, Some 
modeſt Refieftions, upon thoſe im- 
moceſt Ones, which have been al- 
molt daily publiſhed againit the pre- 
ſent Clergy of England, as if they 


were like Jeroboam's Prielts, viz. of 


the” loweſt of the People; or like 
P1145, who ran to Tar/hijh, when 
God bid him go ro Ninzweh- And 
as if for their Sakes, and by their 
Means, all our Storms,and Tempeſts 
were raiſed, 


So it is, That if the right Reve- 


rend Biſhops, happen to do, or ſay 
any thing in Parliament, whereby the 
Popu- 


the preſent Clergy of England. 5 
Popuiacy are diſpleaſed,(who,doubt- 
leſs, are very incompetent Judges of 
their Actions ) forthwith the whole 
Clergy is run. down with Noife, and 
C'amor, as it a 27or, or ſometimes 
bat a 74220 part of the Biſhops, 
were ſuch Common Perſons and Re- 
veſentatives of all Engliſh O'ergy- 
2n 43 the iirlt A717 was of all 
his Poſterity, and mu't neceſſarily be 
involved in their guilt, if they ſhould 
fall from their Innocency ; and for 
hoſe eating ſowre Grapes, (it they 
ſhould chance tro eat any ) al/ therr 
hildrens Teeth muſt be ſet on edee - 
hereas it is evident, that Biſhops 
Itnot in Parliament, in any other 
han a Perſonal Capicity , and pri- 
ate Miniſters are no ways accellary 
o what they do. 
This I meation , becauſc the late 
otes, and Tranſactions of. ſome of 
our Biſhops in the laſt Parliamenr, 
diſguſted by many who could make 


yell) ſeem to have been one great 
B 2 Cauſe, 


0 judgment, whether they did i!l or - 
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4 An lImpartiial Vindication of 
Cauſe, why ſome have, cvcr ſince 
that time, uſed their utmoli cadea- 
vors td make all Charchmen as con- 
% rempuibce, and aS harcetu!,as ever they 
[ could, Whcrcas it may be faid, What 
| hive.theſe Sheep,cr rather Shepherds wh 
| ere. that they thould be made as 
the off ſcowring of all things ? 

| 'Tis no the roaring of the Sea,or 
4 oiſe of the Waves, I mean: the Our- 

crycs. of the ignorant Mulititude, 

| that can demoniirate the Fathers of 
f the Church ro be Biame-worthy, Ior 
| "8 there necdeth better Prock than ſo; 
{'t for did not thar fort of People, when 
time was, cry out againit the Beſt off ? 
Men, C+ uifie him , Crucifie ham ! Tt 
Was that Vox Popul 2 To be lure but 
that was not Vox Dez ; neither is 012) 
| that Vox Populi ( truly ſo called )} £5 
LEE . * which doth at this day run down 
the C/-rgy, bur only a great £cchol -* 
A from the loud noiſe which ſome Po ® ” 
|  pular Demagogues do make, who 

arc oft-tines miſtaken in their judg 

ments, ang tg be jure were, much} PE 
beſides 


COLE Hei aiegs. wt... 


gun ww 


*f*w/ Se SS hed 


©S md 4 > <TD 


| Sd 2 Gt OO» 


the preſent Clergy of England: 5 
beſides rhe cu/h7on, when they. put a 
vcry wiſe man beſides the Chazr, and 
anticipated another into his room 
and right , who ferv'd them after- 
wards, as the Stork ſerv'd the Frogs, 
who choſe him to be.their King, re» 
jecting the quiet Beam which carte 


down from FJup:ter, But to pro- 


cecd,, Is it realonable or ivit, that 
Reople ſhould _ paſs a Sentence of 
Condemnation upon thoſe Perſons, 
cr Actions, of which it is impoſiible 
tor them to make a judgment, any 
more than the Biind can do of Co- 
lours, or Deaf Men of Muſick : 'Tis 
yer farther anjait.and unreafonable, 

hat rhe real, much more that the 
but ſuppoſed and ſuſpe&ted miſcar- 
riages of Biſhops, ſhouſd be impu- 
ted .to the Whoic Clergy, as it 
would be that all the Lawyers in 
England thould be cenſured, in caſe 


a Mzu0r Or M15” part of the Reve- | 
rendJudges ſhon!d icem to fall into a_ 


any Praminve. Isit not a ſign that 
mens fingers do itch ro be falling out 
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6 An ImpartialVindication of 
with the Clergy,(upon ſuch grounds, 
and for ſuch cauſes as thall hereafter 
be mentioned ) when becauſe rhey 
are jealous, and bur jealous neither, 
that ren, or ſay twenty Biſhops, have 
nor done as they ought to do in 
ſome intricate, and my fterious Af- 
fairs of Parliamenr , { as to which 
things every of tkem ought ro ſatistie 
his own Reaſon and Conſcience, and 
others charitably ro judge thar he 
has done ſo )) preſently ten or twen- 
ry thouſand men of the Subordinate 
Clergy ( fcr ſurely there are ſo ma- 
ny ar leaſt in Holy Orders) are tra- 
duced and railed ar, though they 
were never conſuited with abour 


any of thoſe matters, or ſo much as 


privy to them? Surely ſo much of 
Malice and Bitterneſs, as the Lan- 
guage given to the Clergy at a Jate 
Election of Parliament men, did im- 
port, could not be rhe meer over- 
fowing of tie peoples wrath or gall 
upon the inferior Clergy, tor the ſup. 
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the preſent Clergy of England. #5 
muſt ſpring trom fome other Foun- 
r | tain, elſe the Rabble had. never cal- 
y | led them ( as we find in a printed 
r, | Anſwer to a Book call'd, The Filex 
e | Excellency, they did ) Dams Dogs, 
n | Dark Lanthorns, Baal's Frieſts, 
. | Damn'd Rogues, Jacks and Villas, 
h | the Black Guard , the Black Regi- 
e ment of Hell, the Devil ſent them, 
d | and to the Dewil they would go. 
e | Horreſco referens. More is there 
1- | related , bur I have nor the heart ro 
e || rell it. They could never think poor 
z- | harmleſs Countrey Miniſters, who 
- | ſpend almott all their time in their 
y | Studies, drawing Lines like Archz- 
t | edes, when Sy-2cuſe was taken,and 
s | never medd/e or make with States- 
f | matters, ( and have ſcarce hcard of 
- | any thing bur His Majeſties Reſtau- 
e | ration ) worthy of ſuch keen and 
1- | killing Invectives, only becauſe rhe 
-- | Reverend Biſhops did Vore in Par- 
11 | liament according to their own dil- 
>. | cretion, not altogether ſo as they I 
t | would have had them. Bold Age we £3 
| B 4 live 8 


8 An Impartial Vindicaticn of 
live in, when every Mechinicx Man 
thinks. himſelf wiſer than. the ta- 
thers of the Conutch, and Feers of 
theReaim, and preſumes to ron demm 
their perſons ard actions, which I 
had almoſt ſaid are above [them 
even to commend and juflifie,ccauſe 
above them to mcddic or make with. 
A womaniſh affectation ome Men 
have to be , guiding and governing 
them, whom God hath ordcred ro be 
their Guides and Governors, This was 
the laf! pretended reaſon of the Peo- 
ples diſpleaſure againſt the Clergy , 
but that cannot be the bottom of rhe 
buſineſs, being ſo weak a Reaſon,that 
one would wonder they were not 
aſham'd to pretend it ; fith rhe pre» 
teuded Reaſons of bad Actions, are 
gcneraliy more fair and plauitbic, 
than the zztended, and true Reaſons 
were. The reſt pf their Reaſons 
they conceal for the preſent, ana. [ 
am always miſtruſtful of conceal'd 
Reaſons; for 1i they were not. ſtark 
naught, why ſhou!d they hide their 
heads, 


the preſent Clergy of England. 9g 
heads, or tcar to ſee the light 2 Bur, 
Sir, the rruc Core of the buſineſs, 1 


doubr not bur Ifhall come at by and 
by 


Mean time, Sir, it is convenient 
four me, to give your Worſhip an ac- 
count What method I have taken in 
this Epiito'ary diſcourſe, that you 
| ma; have a kind of Syncp/is,or brief 
proſpect, what you are here ro ex- 
pect ; VIS, Tos 
Firſt, An account of the true cau: 
ſes of that great enmity which is at 
this day in the People againſt rhe 
Clergy of England; which are of 
two ſorts, V7S. either from Wwithenr,. 
or from within + From. the variety. 
of their Enemies w2ihout, of which 
I ſhall enumerate 12 or 13 ſeveral 
ſorts; or from within, which re- 
late to the failings, and miſcarria- 
ges which are ( whether jultly or 
unjuſtly ) charg'd upon them, of 5 
which I ſhall firſt and laſt enumerate KA 
28 many. } FM. 
Thar which I do nexr, is to take. _ 
in 
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xo An Impartial Vindication of 


in hand adifcourſe of the great /i- 
fulneſs, and ſpiritual 4nger of abu- 
ſing, vilifying, and expoling the Mi- Þ c/ 
niſters of the Goſpel, which will þ hc 
help to ſtop the mouths of all Cox- | G! 
ſczentions perſons that have been || 4 
drawn in to be Fellow-clumorers || in! 
with others. an 
- Then as for People of no Con- || ar 
ſcience or Religion, I have uſed di- || yc 
vers Arguments of another nature | or 
to bridle their Tongues, and Pens | w 
from falling foul upon the Clergy of || ot 
England, which I had proved before | th 
ro be as truly Miniſters of Chriſt, 
and of his Goſpel, as any ever were, | al 
are, or ſhall be in the world. we 
Laſtly, T have taken the liberty, | m 
which ufech not to be grudged ro | an 
men thar arc in years, and full of | an 
days, vis. Totcnder my humble and | A 
hearty Advice,onely to the Younger | iti 
ſort of Minitters, ( though in the | dr 
hearing of all ) for with the Graver | w] 
ſort I would not make ſo bold,(they | ex 


are more able to inftruct me, thanT || Zo; 


them ) 


the preſent Clergy of England, 11 


them) how they may ſo demean 
themſelves, as to put fo ſilence the 
clumorons zgnorance of fcoliſh men ; 
how ro gain to themſelves,and to the 
Church of Englund, Beauty for 
Ajhes; and the Garment of Fratſe, 
inttead of the Spirit of Reproaches, 
and Contumelies, wherewith they 
are now'vexed and perſecuted, Judge 
you, Sir, whether the deſign be good 
or no, I thank God I am conſcious it 
was ſo intended, and by the bleſſing 


ot the Almighty may it ſo prove in 


the event. | 

Sir, You will find me throughout 
all this long Epiſtle, carrying, as it 
were, a pair of Scales or Balances in 
my hand, in deſign to deal equally 


and impartially betwixt Plantiff. 


and Defendanr, the Accuſers and the 
Accuſed ; and demonttrating thar I 
ſti/l retain ſomething of the Spirit, 
due to the Oihce and Employment 


which above thirty years ſince.I was - 


exerciſed in, U:S. that of a Modera- 
for. Whilit I ſce the world ſo mad 
upon 
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72 A Impartial Kagieation ; of 


upon Extremes, and the,Church ſo 
rtined-by. them, let, me rather. periſh 
temporally, than toriake. the Polit 

which' I have poi ot my ſeit, V22, 


- Chriſtian Py and Modera- 


Lion, 
I foreſee; dear Sir, that this my 
Lctter, wiil ſtir up, various and con- 
trary Paſhons and Afﬀtcctions in vou; 
one While you will be full of gruef 


 ViS. When you read the Pathologt- 


cas parr of ir, repreſenting the bleced- 

ing wounds, and dolefal bruiſes of 
the Church, bcaten Black and Blue 
by her. :implacavbic Enemies, Atter- 
wards you -wiil be reireſh'd again, 

and filld with joy, when you ſhall 
read that part ok. ir which is Thera- 


penric. 21, and *Frophyluftical, where- 


in dircftion 1s given for | caling the 
wounas of this our Church, 46 5 Pre- 
as. LC like Or nonkags ro COMe ? 


there is £: OW = Cit »<} 3'= "Wg 1aYrC 
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the Mother of 


the preſent Clergy of England, , x7' 
recovered, ( alluding to Jer. 8. 22.) 
at. which words, methinks Sir, I ſee 
you leap, as John the Bapti(! did in 
his Mothers womb, at the Salurarion 
of Mary, Luk. 1. 


I ſhall begin, aSAnatomilis uſe ro 
do , with' the lower iparrs of the 
body, ( the a&domen, Nc. ) ad re- 
mowen din {entinam, that the worſt 
work may be firſt over; I mean, 
with an account of that unpleaſant 
Subje&, vzS. how-it comes to pals, 
thar ſo many odious RefieCtions 
have been, and iromtime to time are 
made upon the Church of England, 
ſo as hardly worſe could haye been, 
had ſhe been the Whore of Babylon, 
all Abominations 
which is the character due to the 
Antichriſtian, commonly underſtood 
to be the Romr/b Church,and not tie 
Reformed Church of England. 

Searching into the true cauſcs of 
this Calamity, I have done wonder- 
ing ar ir, ſince I have conſidered how 

many 
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14 An Impartiil Vindicaiion of 

many Sorts and Secs of Men are ob- 
lig'd by their Pr:zc:ples,or Praiſes, 
or both, to be the profeſſed Enemies 
of the Clergy of Engl.imd;which Cler- 
gy, take th.cm one with another,con- 
fiſts of as learncd Men, as good 
Livers, and as ablc Preachers, as any 


Reformed Church can ſhew. Pur it 


1s their unhappineſs (together with 
other ſober Perſons in the Nation ) 
ro be ſurrounded with Arherfts, Fcb- 
biſts, Infidels, Debauchees, Enthuſjt- 
aſts, into which number T reckon the 
Paralytical Quakers, Antimomians, 
( though under other Names, and in 
Maſquerade ) beſides ſuch as have 
been Purchiſers of Church Reve- 
nues, and are now diſpoſleſſed ; mul- 
titudcs that have been prejudiced 
by their Education againſt Epiſcopal 
Government ; not @ few diſobliged 
by having been removed from thcir 
Quondam Livings, and Publick Em- 
ployments; and laſtly, the Go/z2h, 
and molt formidable of all our Ene- 
mics, next our J7s, and the Devils 

nm 


J- 


the preſent Clergy of England. 15 


1 Hell, :>.rhe Pap:ſts,who compaſs 

about like Bees, bur in the Name 
f the Lord we ſhall, I will not fay 
/iroy them, bur, I hope, ger the up- 
xr hand of them. 


I. Atheiſts muſt nceds hate the 
lergy of England, becauſe they 
ave and do Preach, and Priat, with 
reat ſirength of Reaſon and Argu- 
ent, as ever Men did, againit their 
enets, demonſtrating the Being of a 
od, and the Dodtrine of Divine 
rovidence. 


11. Hobbiſts muſt needs hate 


bem, becauſe they do conſtantly re- 
reſent God an incorporeal Being.in- 
nite in all ſpiritual PerfeCtions, Ex, 
r, Holineſs, Juſtice, Truth, Mercy 
nd Goodneſs ( and not all Power, 
ill and Sovereignty ) even ſo as he 
ath repreſented himſelf to us in his 
Word, rendering him not only for- 
idable, but amzable in the eyes of 
et, an Object as much inviting 
their 
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' needs hate them , beciuie no Men 
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16 Ar Impartial Vindir ation of 


their love, hope, truſt, and delight 
as their fear and dread : neither can 
they forgive them their c:rinualſ d 
pelting in Preſs and Palpi: at their i! 
Leviathan. | 7/ 


I TI. Tufidels, or thoſe who deny 
the Dorine of our Saviour , mull 


have preached and written more ex|| 0! 
cellently than rhey, for the Turk th 
Excellency, and Reaſonableneſs off Ut 
rhe Chriſtian Religion : Witneſs may /# 
ny Treatiſes, roo welt known for mc 

ro name. 


I V. Deb inchees muſt necds hate] m 
them, becauſe they preach and writeſ 2n 
ſo much for rhe neceſſity of good Gi 
Irving, cry up Virtue, and cry downf ot 
Vice. to 


V. Antinomians mult nceds hate 
them , becauſe rhey ſo much-preſs 
rhe neceſſity of the Moral Law, as 
the Rule of Goſpel Obedience ;* dif: 

courſe 


the preſent Clergy of nas) T7 
courſe ſo much of Moral Honeſty ; 
inf] call rhat Faith Preſumption , which 
al doth not produce good Works ; and 
jrþ in{iſt ſo much upon Chriſt his being 
the Author of eternal ſalvation on- 
ly to them .that obey him , becauſe 
| they harp ſo much upon thoſe 
if words of Str. James, Faith without 
nl #07ks i dead, even as a body with- 
x4 of 2 ſoul, Yer withall they own, 
0 that Works without Faith avail no- 
off thing , becauſe without Faiih it us 
12] impoſſible to pleaſe God. 


V I. They who have ſuckt in Pre- 
juajces againſt Epiſcopal Govern- 
ite ment, as with their Mothers Milk, 
ite} and have been Catechiz'd from their 
104 Childhood, as if Biſhops were limbs 
ynaþ of Antichriſt, muſt needs be Enemies 

ro the Clergy of England. Now 

ccrtain it is that there are a great 
1te} many ſuch, who taſk much of Anti- 
efchriit, and that this and that is An- 
asItichriſtian, not knowing what they 
lifſay , or whereof they afirm , who 
rſe - ” - © make 
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18 An Impartial Vindication of 


make a great Hue and Cry after An- 
richriſt, and yer would not know 
him, if they met him in their diſh. 


bus 


95 ©. & 


VIE. They muſt mceds hare, at 
leaſt the Dignified Clergy of Ene- 
land, who have formerly enjoy'd || , 
their Lands, by Purchaſe, or other- | 
wiſe,and are now diſpoſieſſed. Could | þ 
they pull down the Clergy , would || 
they not hope to be reſtored to their | {- 
£,1ty Beſhop:acks, Lay-Deaneries, || 1 
Lay Prebecndſhips ? And how much ? 
berter they would become thoſe Pla-Þ| +} 
ces, than they wno now enjoy them, | þ 
let ail the world judge. - N 


VII. You'may eafily imagine that 
the 9uondam Fublick Preachers,ma-| 
ny Hundreds in number , who were | qc 
caſt our of the houſes, Palpitsand Li- | he 
vings which they formerly enjoy'd, þ an 
and have many of them been cxpo-f| þ, 
ſed to great want and hardthip, have | pq 
fome of them no great kinuneſs for || x 
the Clergy 01 England, unlels af Þ:; 
or 
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for ſome few among(t them, whoſe 
extraordinary Piety, Parts, and Can- 
dor, do command and compel cvery 
rood mans loye and hoaour. 


I X. Proud and Ambitions Men, 
who have no part or lot in the 
Church themſelves, cannot chooſe 
bur hate Clergymen, becauſe they 
fill up thoſe places which rhey them- 
ſelves could with for,and do ſeem to 
themſelves better to deſerve ; the 


pith and marrow of which places 


they could like well , though rhe 
hard PBoze , I mean the invidious 
Names and Titles whereby they arc 
call'd, they would not care for. 


X. Men. of an £Zvi/ Eye muſt 
ticeds hate the Clergy of England, 
becauſe they envy whar they enjoy 


{4 and are ready to cry our, O worſunt 


hec Perditio? Why are all theſe 
good things waſted upon theſe 
M-n ? Would not a Biſboprich, or 
Deanery, I mean the Revenues of ir, 
C 2 be 
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be much better beſtowed, if clipt or 
{plir into a great many Augmentati- 
0735, as into ſo many Splinters, every 
one of which would be a great hel 
to a poor Miniſter ? Not contider- 
ing that whilſt Men are Fleſh and 


Blood, they that govern others, muſt 


necads enjoy greatcr Plenty,Splendor, 
and Proſperity, than rhey- generaliy 
do who are Governed by them, or 
clſe their Authority will be deſpi- 
ied ; as allo that the care and pains 
of Governing well, deſerves a good 
Reward. Is it nor a moſt unreaſo- 
nable rhing, that Miniſters who have 
by great induſtry attained ro what 
they have,'and do generally ſpend 
rac orcareſt part of their Livcs un- 
der 1iender circumſtances , if they 
come to. be handſomly prefer'd 
when tacy are old, though thereby a 
great and unavoidavle charge is 
brought upon them, to maintain the 
Bonour and Dignity of their places, 
which are theirs neither, bur for the 


little remaant of their Lives, ſhall be 
NOTO® 
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notoriouſly envied , and maligned, 
whilſt Nobles and Gentlemen, whoſe 
pctperual Revenues to them and their 
Heirs, deſcending upon them by 
Birth, are far greater than rheirs,are 
not grudg d what they have, bur 


. Men ſay in eftedt, Much good m: y. ao 


them, (which practice 1 commend;) 
in the mcan time he that ſwallows a 
Biſhoprick, or but a good Deanery, 
how many are there that could al- 
moſt eat him for ſo doing? or con: 
with, I was abour to ſay, thar irc 
mighr choke him? 

I hear no man repine and rumble 
at the great wealth of Lawyers, the 
tythe ot whoſe Eſtates poſſibly is 
not to be found amongtt all the C/er- 
gy of England, and yet itis well 
known they get their money with 
much more caſe than Divines do; 
which I ſpeak nor, that I would have 
them, or thriving Men of any inge- 
nious Profeſſion enricd, bur to ſhew 
the unreaſonableneſs of Men in ma- 
ligning the Clergy tor what they get 

C 3 and 
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and enjoy, who pollibly one with an- 
other, are nor worth ſo many Fun- 
ar wr per Annum, "as the Lawyers 
are worth Thouſ.inds. 


XI As Emnmzicns, fo likewiſe Cove» 
f0715 Men do,and cannot bur hatc rhe 
Clergy of Es 2l11:d, becauie they are 
tribuiary ro th 2m in point ot rythes, 
Mit thoſe Farſons think to have 
the 7enrh part of all our Sccd,and of 
a'l our Labour? Mult they dcicrrale 
us? Muſt we plow and fow,and they 
rezp? 's not this the heavieii va of 
all the Moſaical Pedagogy 9 Is not 
this a Toke that neither we mor . our 
Faibers could or can bear? Had they 
not as good take Tythe of our 
Hearts-blocd , as of our Eiſiatcs ? 
Thus the Muckworms grumb >le, not 
conſidering thar i a Miniitcr have 
rhe 7enrh part of thcir Labour and 
Sccd, they have ail of his ; and _o 
Nis Labecur: rightly cilima:ed, 
greater tan th cirs. If hc reaps hy 
cempora!/{fy reap his ſpiritual e00d 
thi ng5 


& 


time to time; nor Fet What Sr.Paul 
ſaith, Gal 6.6, Let himithat u taught 
in the Word, communicate to ham, 
that teacheih in all good ihings. Bur 
ſo it is, that they-who ought ro love 
them for their worf , do hate them 
for their temporal reward, ( which, 
God knows, bears no proportion 
thereuato, it they be faithful. )- 'T'is 
not an Amntichriſti m Clergy, bur 
Antichriftian Ty: hes that Men are 
offended with. They hare nor the 
Tythes for the Clergy ſake, bur the 
Clergy tor the Tythes ſake. They 
could be willing ro hear Sermons, ſo 


they might, coit them nothing, Tis, 


not for tear of 7uda:>img.or comply- 
ing with rhe old Ceremonial Law, 
now aboliſhed, that Men are loth tro 
pay Tyzhes, or Tenths, tor were it an 
ezohth, or but a ninth pair, in which 
no ſmatch or ſpice of Ceremmonz2ng 
could be ſuppoſed ro he, that worfld 
be counted a greater Grievance; and 
it th; Law had exacted a moyety, 

C 4 that 
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things, even al} thar he ſoweth from 
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*that would have been: thought five 
times worſe : Covetous Peopic will 
never forgive Miniſters the asking of 
their Tythes, ( which makes Sc vos 
04 Tobs, run much in their heads ) 
how dearly ſoever they carn them. 


XII. Morcover , Men of EAnth1- 
fraſtrcal Sprrits and Principles,mull 
necds hate the Clergy of England, 
becauſe the Clergy hates Cantzng ; 
and that Men ſhould talk ot Reli- 
£10n, as if they were in a dream, Or 
in a delirium. or phrenfie, as Enthu- 
fiaſts uſe to do. It hath been the 
honeit and wiſe endeavor of ſome of 
the molt excellent Miniſters of the 
Church of Englmnd, eſpecially of 
late time, to make the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion as intelligible as pollibly they 
_—_ to fetch it out of the clouds, 

luck off the vail of darkneſs 
7 wet ſome had pur upen tne face 
of ir, and to give ſuch an account of 
thoſe things  otiich it recuireth us 
tQ believe "and practiſe, as might 


pPow- 


| Mankind, and bring it into Py 


 Eſubjetion thereunto. 
Whereas the people who are pro- 


 Bpcrly called Enbu/rſts, have a way 


of diſcourſing abour Religion, lo as 
that wiſe.and learned Mcn.can make 
neither head nor tail of what they 
ſay, nor deviſe for their hearts, what 
they would be at. Wirneſs the moſt 
nonſenſical confounded Writings of 
Jacob Behmen, (that Farther of Non- 
ſence ) which ſound more like Sptl!s, 

and Charms, and Magical xpreſli- 
ons, aud Conjuring Myſteries , than 
like thar Word ot God, which is faid 
tro be a /ight to our feet, and a Jan- 
thorn to our paibs. They ralk at 
ſuch a wild rate, as if (as one cx- 
preſſes it) Nom ſence and Impertinen- 
cy were the onely Neftar and Am- 
broſix for immortal Souls to feed 
por; or as it no Man coujd be a 
true Chriſtian, till he ceaſed ro be a 
Man; or take up Faith, till he hath 
laid down Reaſon. Nay , one ſays 
plainly, 
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powertully captivate the reaſon of 


__ 
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26 An Imparital Vindication of ll | 
plainly, and in Print , Wonl4Ff# rhoufſhhe 
open the eye of Faith, then ſhut , or thc 
pluck out the eye of Reaſon. St. Paul hi 
makes no ſuch oppoſition betwixt {wh 
Faith and Reſon, yea cauſcti them|ſno! 
to go hand in hand together, when ſſch! 
he prayeth, That God would deliver ſſo 
him from unreaſonuble men, for allfth: 
men have not Þaith. Alſo he calls theſſſed! 
Service of God, Ao tiny AQLTPELRY, 1,C, {ta 
"Ip a reaſonable ſervice; and being ſuch, Bit i 
by why may not a rational account befſa j 
Y given of it ? Papiſts are not morefſihc 
iuinrious to the People in affording ſimi 
them no Prayers, but in a Tongueſpei 
unknown to molt of them, than En-Bwh 
zhuſtaſts are,whil lt they ſpeak thoſeTin 
things in a known Torg'1e , whichſfir 
no body can underiiand. Who fſofhis 
heareth an incxpiicableRiddle utrer'd nc! 
in his Native Tongue,is no more the ſtor 
wiſer for it, than if it were ſpoken ie! 
ina language, of which he under-[p'c 
{tood not one word. W 

Confident I am, that many Ent hu: fcc 
fits do very well know, thar they £( © 
them-I 


% 
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04 ihemſelves underſtand not whar 
or they. ſpeak. Now whether they 
think ir is poſſible ro make Jepſe of 
what they ſay, when they can make 
none of it !hemſeives ; or thar their 
chymical Ears can extract Senſe,out 
r fot Nonſenſe; or whether they think 
I Fthat is not neceſfary in order to our 
xef(cdification, thar we ſhould under- 
e. itand whar we hear, any more than 
1, fit is conducing to the good cfieft of 
ca parging Medicine, that the Patient 
c ſoald know the ingredients it 1s 
gfimade of; or as if Souls-could prof- 
6 fiper as well under N "onſenſe as Senſe, 
which 1s, as oy 2 Man ſhould affirm, 
eB Tiar the 4/ :c4neſs of dirkne(s is as 
htc and proper ro conduct a Man in 
offbis way and work , as 1s the bright- 
dncſs of the Sun ; or Carrion as good 
cſfor men tocat,as is the moſt wholſom 
q lieſh, Now Ifay the men of rhar com- 
- p/cxion, 225. who hive ro amute the 
World, and wrap up themſcives in 
clouds, and to wiom the words 
(Je 3 13.2. ) may ny be applied, 
: IWho 


| 
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Who « thu that darkeneth counſel ty, 
words without knowledge ? cannui.... 
chooſe but bear a grudge ro the preſſi.,, 
ſent Clergy, becauſe they fiudy clear; 
eſs and perſpicuity in their reafon.;s 
ings, and cxpreliions, not to puzzle, 
and confound the Inteilets of Men|.,1 
bur roenlighten, convince, and fartiſ-Þ.., 
Cm fe them, and ro overpower them, 
with the evidence of Naked Truth... 

Give me a Religion, or ſuch an'acÞ,o, 

count thercot, as is not like theſþgt1 

pure element of fire which Philoſofſ p 

phers raik of, but no man did cverſþj,y 

fee it, or know whether there be anyſhj;r 

fuch thing, or what to make of it:þ;, 

bur l1ke thoſe mixr elements of carth,hen 

air, water,and fire here below, waichÞ ;x 

we fee, taſte and handle from dayſpy,. 

ro day, not forgetting how Saintgn 

fohn prefaceth his Epiitle, Cap. 1. 1.ho 

That which we have ſeen wich ow; 

eyes, which wwe have lookt upon , andhh - 

k - cur hinds have handled of the word ew 
Rh of life, dectire wwe fo you. Te 
WF The . beit and ablcſ{t Preachers iſh 
= amongſl 
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Mnongt us, are for rendering Noti- 
Wins in Divinity as tranſparent and 
lar as cryſial, but the myſterious, 
orole Enihnſiaſts would have mar*- 
NFcrs of Religion obſcured, as States- 
leBzer and Lawyers endeavor to con- 
1:21 their reſpective Myſteries. I ſay 
iHF:cn of that humor, will never par- 
MBion the claborate perſpicuity and 
hElcarneſs of Preaching, writing and 
Creuing,which the Clergy of England 
Both ar this day afiect. 
vy Provided no man ever take upon 
Fm to render a reaſon of thoſe tew 
)Fhings (tor there are but few in ZDz- 
*Þ/97:9, which arc above the compre- 
\,Shenſion of reafon, Ex. Gyr. the Eiypo- 
nglatical Union, and the Tramity in 
TÞniry, &c. by how much more rea- 
yon any man ſhall Preach, by fo much 
-Fnore his Preaching is to be valued, 
'Flis ſaid of Saul or Paul, Acs 
d ). 22, That he contended with the 
ews which dwelt at * Damaſcus, 
Proving that thus is the very Chris? 
hc Greek word tranſlated proving,  # 
is _Y 
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1s gupaBiBal ov which tf: = nij;cth, for 0 
Cane 1 Pear aſſent by &r monſlration ea 
and union uble (eſtiinocies , compalh 
ring S' FYIpT ure with Sor ;Pture, wi C2 
monitrating it by <.nparing one 
Scripturc with another, like Artifai 
cers, Who Dcing about to comp ct, ofipre 
Join , are wonr to fir all rhe partghce 
amongit themſelves, :hat every onto 
of them may perfet'y agree wihſþlh 
each orher. In At7fs 18 28$. it jÞeca 
ſaid of Loollos , thar he might kec 
CONUrmced i): Jows, ſpewing 6.4 We! 
ys, 1. Ce. demo? rains by the Serif © 
piure th, it Tejris WHAK Theett 'T he ha 
word ſign? feth 7o ttimce, as b the 
market aemonſirations call-Þre 
633:5815 , or to ſer forth as beforg@4 
ones eyes, As 9.19. When the boc 
ſhewed the Coats which Dorcas hae 
given, the —_ 15. Ia A0HLY / Ev as 
&c. ] take thefe two palllatcs t 
have been recorded in honour off | 
Paut and Apollos. Yea doubtleſs* 
there are no beams wherewith meſſc!p 
can ſhine, next unto ſuing graceÞic 
more 
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or Wnore excellent than thoſe of refified 
ealon, Wiſdom ſaith Solomon; (and 
Tvhar is that bur improved reaſon? ) 
auſeth the face of a man to ſhine. 
Yell improved Reaſon pulls off the 
ails, and coverings of Truth , and 
reſents it naked to the World; nor 
ccd it icar to do fo, tor Truth hath 
o nakedneſs it hath cauſe to be 
mþplhamed of, yea, then appeareth moſt 
cautitul, when it is {iript moſt na- 
ked, Give me the man that will 
ſhew me the bare face of Truth, as 
na clear Glaſs, or Mirror, rather 
Than the dark umbrages and ſhadows 
thereof, The lively z9a.7ges ot things 
Kre next to the ſubſtance, bur the 
$22dows thereot ( ſuch as follow our 
\odics ) are next to nothing. Let 
me always behold God, and Truth, 
es it were face to face. 


of By this time I have reckoned up 
{IL welve ſorts of perſons, whoſe prin- 
eelſciple and practices, one or both, lead 
eihem to hate the preſent Clergy of 
En2land, 
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Engl ind, which may be Tookt npofÞſra! 
as ſo many ſeveral. Cauſes of Set 
Clergy of England its being fo mudſiic 
rcfieaed upon, and expoſed in ado: 
mott every Pamphler, | I 

cot 
? ſhall prefcnt you, Sir, with bufſiin 
one more of the Church of Erg/. Ty the 

Encmies, which you will caſily gueYhu 
mult be the ZPapſts, To be ſurlik 
they hare the Clergy of Ereg/.nflwr 
with a pcriect hatred. Thoſe ArfGr 
chers, by their good will, would al 
ways bc friking at them with dead bel 
ly and poiſonous Arrows ; tho: 
Plwers wou'd always be plowin 
#pon their backs, you makings ton 
their firrows. Methinks 1 hea 
them faying one to another , Thqk(fti 
Church of Engl ind, and the Mi nifed | 
ſters thercot, are tormidabic to us ago | 
2n Army with Bannets. Werc it notfan 
for the Field Army of the Ergli/ſſthe 
Clergy, conlilting ot ſo many rhou-Þf 
ſands as it doth, well marſhall'd; andÞafi 

diſciplin'd men, we would nor care ſhe: 


rub 
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flaſh for all the little Guards, and 
I5cntinels, of .private Preachers and 
<Mticir Followers , ſcattered up and 
aMdown ſome here, ſome there, withour 
Env common Head orLcader.For how 
conſiderable ſoever they might be if 
Unanimous, an1 join'd in one, yet as 
/Sthcy are now ail in pieces, they arc 
cFYbur like an Army already routed, or 
uFlike the ſcatrered Planks of a ſhip- 
mIwricke Veſlel, which can carry no 
\JGuns, and do no Execurion. 
ay Morcover, the Clergy of Englind, 
adbelſides their great Number,as being 
olfTcn thouſand ar leaft, all united un- 
/196cr one Head and Governor (whom 
1Fvc own immediately under God Su- 
eaſpreme in all Cauſes as well Eccleſi- 
hEÞſtical as Civil ) muſt neeas be own- 
niftd to be conſiderable with reference 
ao their Auxzlarzes, viz. the Two 
100 amous' Univerſities , from whence 
1/Phey may have a confiderable Supply 
ouÞf able Men, as they ſhall bave-oc+ 
ndfaſion. © Tis alſo well known, that 
c hey are armed with Authority, 
1h -— which 
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which gives that boldneſs and cou- |} ve 
rage which Uncommiſſionated and ÞÞ ar 
Selt-raiſed Soldiers uſe to want, ſ ”: 
Burt the main thing is this. The ſ wi 
Engliſh Clergy conſiſts of a great ha 
many Divines of exccllent Parts and #27 
Learning, who have accurately ſtu- $anc 
died the Controverſies betwixt usyct 
and them, and are as well able to op-ſma 
poſe the Popith, and defend the Pro-ſthe: 
| teſtant Religion, both by Preaching thc: 
and Printing, as any Divines in theſſtic 
World. They have given us ſeveralſſkno 
Specimens of their Ability that way,Cter 
which may bring to our minds whatſhave 
the Iſraelites ſaid to Caleb, Numb ſſthe | 
13. 31. We are not able to go nſſther, 
againi? the people, for they are ſtrowſſtherc 
ger than we, the people that we ſauſhis 
zr-ut are men of a great ſtature. AniP#rn, 
zbere we. [aw the grants, the ſons fſÞcry. 
Anmak, whech come .of the grants: andpear 
We Were 791 Our Own eyes as graſfÞonur 
hoppers,, and ſo we were in they 0! 
fig FO | moſt 
either is it only the —_— 
: - nel, 
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veſs, Order ,Unity,nor yet the Tower 
and Authority,che Parts and Learn- 
jug of the Clergy of England, for 
waich the Papzſts do vie, fear and 
hate them, { quos timernus facile odt- 
1!15)but alſo the Pety, Leal,Conrage 
and ConiF.imcy, though not of all, 
yet of ſeveral of them, who, they 
make no doubr, would not count 
their lives dear unto the dearh, 
thereby ro bear their reſtimony to 
the Proteſtant Religion. Tis well 
known that ſeveral of the Engliſh 
Clergy, 2s well ZBz/hops as others, 
have undergone Fire and Fagor for 
the Proteſtant Religion ; neither is 
pjehcre any queſtion tro be made, but 
there are ſeveral ſuch-like men at 
ofthis day, who will ſooner 41urn, than 
{Þir7, or be made Profſclytes ro Po- 
fſpcry. . This account, methinks , I 
AÞcar fome Pap: giving of their 
Church, irs great enmity to the Cler- 
gy of Englind, viz. as being their 

moſt dangerous Enemies ,. -and rhe 
D 2 greateſt 
, 


a6 2s Impirtial Vindication of 


® 


6G AOL Wu W ark 4 £3 zaink Pop TY that 


f 
can Þc rhougl.r Gt, 


| Sita ny #y{% Ccrgy ds of E1NgL210 _ 
dais SY a 10S P:2 aared ISLES 1210 10 Get 
my TROMS, V25. Aberf;s, Tufidels 

aifpod7's . mY the coiicr ten afore: I 


Saigi's 1 LICY are 4s 4 [peckled "M8 


8 ? ASPEN —_ 4 4 e - LO » 
ol Pg FS WW « & Ci 7; X C *. T 55 F4 n As £ Cir / 1 2 L ot, C7 
b _— = FL . 
IF.» . 7 * = T r 4 ; ! p 5 a 3 4 r / ? 
of8e3obent 5.949580 DO WORACT Lat the 
. A So 

/ FIT-45 h } 

\Þ- I exmorzcad ith Wk IF LGH OL [ 116 Preis, T7 L. 
PF: 4 * - ; ; ? ; y 1] i 
(_i10540 if 13 at :his day) faould cal F "Fo 
L ld 6: Fs - E k | * 
up jo muca iih end dirt in thei Ch) 
> 3 4 

Mx the. _ 


R3t. Sir, nothinks © bear - Tarn 
perſun ( US do GUL IMOR! y CUT ſe] f for {] 


ho 

I know ye 5 any of your love Net 

203 rcipoc 5: Lowards the acſpisd ay 

Cl: al ); Gt £317} id) ob; COA and ſay, {01 

JFhercas 30% rrp: e-iLoſe ſharp Ae Sa 
Fade] TL. od 

 feftiins inal) tie Tono adays mad hs 


408 ihe Cle: £y of E1 gland,” to ther 
Ememzes 2/07 e (121d, 7 US, Athelis, It 
idets Ns ng Ee. Is there not a. jullly , 
= aſe? Are LY not /l. indir * 2 _ 

+ am SE] ; Fo: mat: (h 


G t. j 
Hao. L_— 
$. .4 


the preſent Clerey of England. 37 
amatter of Trath? Hive thy vet 
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I ſhall deal frankly wrh the 
G:ntleman rthar makes "his O7 roi? 5- 
Roz, and grant, That Chriti's Y ſe 
'Þ on on Eartiz, 18 nor Fane ro Bis £#: 178 
< Heaven, that is, With ur ſport and 
I blemitn.. Thcre ar rela iÞs even wrh 
| Churchmen a:{fo: and ver, whon 
Urtat is faid, cb ily not " _ 
part of thar bian | 
on tnem, 1s on: 
ſhoa'd paint t 135 | 
Negro, eould not © jullike himic'f, by 
ſaying tbar ſhe was confeffed ro kive 
'Tlome ipots. Some fpors fhe hath, 

Feb rake her 2 rogerrcr, Is 1h not a 


_ 
os 
W 
206d 
> f 
Fo 9a 
fn 
toy” 


© the Ot; 34 eET03 * Would t 
opping up tho Fan'ts of the Clorgy. 
On ts pica ao Þ:thing 
count it ) in thoſe troudied ware; 
Bb loves to difcover his Faiths 
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nakedneſs, Well, pray Sir, let him 
ſay on, and ſay his wort. 


I believe the firſt thing he will ob: 
Ject againſt the Clergy, "will be the 
Flogan Mogans which ſome _ 
Miniſters wear upon their Heads, 


mean their high and mighty Peri | 


wigs, which, OO ToFs makes rhem 
look /ike an Or! in an It-tulh, 
Others gueſs ie iS not much in 
many thar wear them, becauſe, fay 
they, Geod J/ne wieds vo Eujh, 


Some fancy they look like Onc "of 


the Four /ujfuus. Others may tell 
them, that the Propher' E/1ſba Wore 
no long Periwig ; for it fo, the Chil. 
dren had never mock'd him, ſaying, 
Go vp thou Bald-Flead 

Had not a man better ſhew his 
Ears (which is not very -accent) 


than hide his Face? Fave not ſome 


cryed out, How like a B/12111g-ſtar 
that man looks, or like a it TIS 
Comet Winn a long tail ? 

And what may theſe things por: 
tend? 
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tend? Whar it ſome fancy him to 
be as proud of his borrowed hair,as 
Abſalom was of his own, which af- 
rerwards proved to be his Halter ? 
Others may conjecture that hair 
might come from Tyburn, and be rhe 
ſacred Relique of ſome precious 
Þ Saint that ſuffered Martyrdom there. 
| Others may be ready to ſay, Poſſibly 
the Hair which that Young Parſon 
wears, did grow upon the Head of 
ſome Curtizan, who, when ſhe could 
ſell no more'of her ſelf, for meer 
poverty, ſold her Hair. Some may 
tancy,thar when Autumn is pictured 
with a Garland of Turneps, and 
Carrots upon her Head, that is a 
more ſutable Dreſs. Others may 
have this merry Conceit in their 
heads, when they ſce Young Clergy- 
men talking along the Strects with 
| Periwigs almoſt to their Girdies, 
they look as goodly and as bodily, 
as Milk-maids do upon May-4.ry, 
when they dance along the Streets 
with ſtately Garlands over their 
D 4 Heacs . 
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Heads, ſtuck round'with Silver Tan fhfen! 
kards, and other picces of Plate. Dofbur-{ 
not others cry, That the main thing aþ 
long Eccleftaſtical Periwig is good 
for, { tor with Laymens Perieigs 
we have nothing to do ) is to make 
ſport, or to ſay two cvery one as he 
walketh, thathe is a Foc), aljuding 
ro Ecclef. 10, 3 | 
I know thoſe long Fairs do ſtick [bur 
in the throat of thar Gentleman,and þþ yz 
tickle him fo baſcly, that he is ready Ffe 
to cali, or ſpit in the face of cycry ſþo tl 
Gownman whom:he meets in that [ler 
Garb; more ſutabie, as he thinks, fiou 
to one.that is about to cur a Purlc, then 
than to aſcend a Pulpit, _ Fra\ 


Here,my dcar Friend, the O&j-for fail 
hath topr my mouth ; Pader bac att 
opprobria robs © ici pointſſe, ©non Þon 
potwiſſe refellt- Þ have not a word Þþim 
to fay tor ſach extravagant Periwigs, | 
'K or them that wear them; Z7.et Baal 
| plead for bizalelf. Tam ſenſible thar 
rho Y/higs in $9 und, arc not more 


PD oficniive 
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fenfive ro the Kirk there, than the 
ur-firetched J/zgy of Young Cicr- 
py men are to ſobcr perſons here. 


God forbid that T ſhould find ſaulr 
vith them, who, - cither {or want of 
air of their own, or {or:want of 
ealth, make uſe of borrowed 
Hair of a modeſt length : bur: for 
burchmen to wear Periwigs of half 
yard long,is ſuch a pizce of Prede, 

femimacy, and Foolery, ſo comrary 
0 the generai.practice ot the ſober 
lergy in former Ages, and ſonoto- 
10us an oficnce t0 "them thai-hear 
hem cither Preach, or Read the 
raycrs of the Church, and doth 1o 
parcntly confront whar St. Punt 
aith, 1 Cor. 11. 14. Doih not even 
ature it ſelf teach you, that if a 
nan hate lore hair, It is a-fhame {0 
im? That now the Statute for 
rune Heretirhs is repealcd, it ar- 
ther were made for burning of ſuch 
criwigs thar are or ſhall be found 
aClergy mens hcads,l tiouid rejoice 
Cit, It 
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If the Fathers of the Church 
ſhall chink fir ro command the 
Young: Miniſters in their reſpeCtive 
Diocelles, either to abandon their 
Jong Perzwzgs, or to cut them hor: 
ter ; I think that one thing would 
takeoff a great deal of Scandal from 
the Church, ir being a Maxim very 
common amongſt wiſe pcopic, That 
the vanity of Mens habits, ws a great 
zndication of the vanity of their 
minds: And who but a Fool would 
wear .a Jong Coar, and a Feather in 
his Cap ? 

But why ſhould this vanity of cx 
travagant Per;wzgs be impurcd to the 
whole Clergy oft Englind,: when | 
preſume where one Miniſter wears 1 
long Periwig, twenty wear none, 0 
very ſhort ones? And thoſe. that 
wear them, are generally Toung men, 
who being almoſt aſhamcd ro ſhe 
their Faces in a Palpir, becauſe fo 
Young, do hidea great part of them 
with their Buihy *Perzw. gs, only arc 
cver and anon plucking them away 
| from 


| 
} 
j 
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from their eycs, that they may fſut- 
hcientiy {ce to read their Noces. T 
aſſure the Young Letiics, whole 
heads are of the Low? 7 Bobe. trough 
Sampſon” Ss firength ay in the I-ngth 
of his Eair, it is your weakneis to 
wear yours ſo long ; and thous h 
long Zair would be an ornament to a 
Woman, 'tis a ina _ to a Cicrg: - 
man, Bur it they will be N'1>.152/es 
in point of Fizzr, [ct them aito oh- 
ſerve the othcr parts, and more nc- 
ccliary branches of the e Nivariies 
vow , "which may chance l Bring 
them to thoſe ſobcr thous 
may cauie them ia a lt 
retrench their Pert go, 
I dare be bold to fay, Tha tif the 
wholc Cler rgy of Er: 7); T4 wy re CON. 
vened t cogerher abour rhar a aFuir, 29, 
if nor 50, wouid give their Votes 
avainſt the uſe of leg, and unnecc- 
ſary Periwizs , ior one that would 
give his Vete lor them - and ihe 
Church would preſently be ſo tar 
iorth reformed, as the Company of 
Barbers 


ts 
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Barbers might be inſtrumental i 
the doing ot ir. 

I cannot be angry with the 0h 
Jeftor lor expoſing long Ecciclialli 
cal Periwigs at ſuch a rate as he hg 
done, fince they, or the wearers 
them, have ſo wofully expoſed th 
Church. 

Thar he has treated the F7.17n 
Tribe with mirth and drojlery | 
blame him nor, for rhough Grave 
and 17:7 Vices ought ro be rc 
p:'oved demure!y, and without ſmi 
ling,yet French kickſhaw Faults, and 
Fantaitical Miſdemeanors, ſuch as 
the humor of Clergymens wearin! 
long Yeriwigs, ought rather Io by 
derided, and jeared out of ccuntc 
nance. Pride, which tceds upon 
Glory, is be!t cur d by Shame. O41 
© and you know what the Late 
mean by 96:2es ) is rhe belt rhing 
that can be to ferch out Cruaities, 
and to kilt //orms, which though i 
be tharp and rough in the mourn, is 
in the uſe of it wholſem, and fs 
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ury. Secret Reprehenſions are 
eſt, when molt ſerious; but they 
ho ciiide in the hearing of many 
W:at are nor concerned in what they 

hide abour, Lad need make them 
Wmc amends; and how can they do 
har, but by taking a courſe ro make 
hem #/: meh, will they endeavor to 
nake the Offenders Oy. 


Now, Sir, the Gentleman who 
ade the firii Objef7:en againſt the 
{burch of Ergland , as CONCerning 
jer:=1g5, hath a ſecond, viz, He 4 
Mcandul;Sed at the extreme Touth- 
Yilrels of many Men who have got 
b no Holy Orders. Bur Jer him re- 
.ſmember, that 7:zmothy was bur a 
F oung man, 1 7:79.4.12. Let no man 
deſprſe thy youth ; - which words im- 
ply, that young T:imothys may fo 
arry themiſclycs, that none ſhall ca- 
ily be able ro deſpiſe their Youth. 
ea, thanks be to God, there are 
' ſeveral young Miniſters abour this 
ity, who Preach, and Live ſo = 
.tTNar 
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that no man onghr ro blame them fy 
undertaking » that work wiich they {| Sl 
well pcriorm, Their Toungneſs i thi 
a fanic that will mend every day,andff / 
ture cnouga they will be old men iſſiþer 
they live, "and cycry day older thanfpvc 
'orhcr, - Tis ſaid, 1 Jim. 2. 19. S721 
muel m#n{ircd before the Lord,bein$ 
a child, grrded waih a linen ephodſrg: 
Ir is good not to regard ſo muchÞpme 
who ſpeaks, as what is ſpoken, It: 
Young man ſpcak as becomes 7 Fi 
O:acles of —_ _ up with thajate 
Text, if gh zt of the moutiFſend 
of 6.thes and Fi 's, ha#t thou orÞpry. 
Tut rononth 1 would have nd 
YOUNG man, oi us,and competcntlyſ M 
pregnant, ditcouraged, or rcjectcdl we 
from thoMinittr y,becauſe but young! 
eniy Jet him {1ay, i do not ſay aJjevc 
Terich 0, but 1 forme more obſcurun 
place, tijl his Bears be grown , befiſcae 
caulc the or os nary appea aring of. ver) One 
young Faccs in Metro poliran Pu !Pit$ ch 
rendcrs the Ordinance of 'FrcachingMOur 


mere cheap than it wou!d other wile 
be. Git, 
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Ft 

if Sir, The Gentleman aforeſaid, hath 
x third O-4jef7:on againſt the Clergy 
af E-2e42nd, and it is this : Some of 
Wc, he ſaith,are ſo bztter, ſo full of 
woettives in their Preachings and 
Vritings, that. there ts no enduring 


ſrguments. He ſaith, They will rail 
clÞetimes 21 the Pulpit even betore 
We chief Magiſtrates of the City, as 
lf it were an Angel from Billing\- 
aſate, and not ſay one word that may 
end to convince a rational Adver- 


IY. 


My Anſwer to him ſhall be this: 
wonder that I hearing Sermons in 
ondon, ſo frequently as I do, fhould 
ever light upon any of thoſe 
Wuneſes and Jambreſes,thoſe railing 
Labſbekabs he ſpeaks of : Thence I 
dnciude , not that there are none 
ch, but that thoſe Tares ſpring up 
ut ſeldom amongſt rhe Wheat of 
e Church, or that there are on 
CW 


They give hard Words, and ſoft 
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few ſuch ; and that where one muſſſoug; 
aicrh ro rail, and to ler fic in a Pulſſhrea 
Pit, rweny aſe ro do otherwiſe. Whyllly, a 
then ſhouia thy taulr of ſorne partiifhe ( 
cithar hor-headed men, here and therony 
one, be jaid ro the charge Ot thknot 
whole Party,the major Part ' of whicand 
are rcady Lo condemn what he hand 
faid and done. Whct 
Dou®ticis &27//7g cither in Preſgfics 
or Puipit, is bur juit like ſhaking of ers 
Tree that is full of Sticks and]n 77 
Erenes,the effect whereof mutt needFurt : 
be, tro bring all rhoſe Sticks andÞoot 
Stones abour his own cars. Thgarty 
goncralitry of Miniſters, fo far as Þpirir. 
Gifcern, do with meckneſs infirud iſct 
tacir Rcarcrs,and give themſeives eat 
imitate that Holy Spicit, who alont 
Can in{pirc rem, as he came downil Sir, 
the torm of a Dove. For my ow] w 
parr, I Giſciaim and avnor all Hitt thi 
and' il{-marared exprofiions in alle C/ 
mens Weitings and Sermons, and mfode: 
judgment is, that mens heads anliſive 
Mrs: not their ſpleen and oallFics 


oh 
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Fought not to beconcern d inall the 
preach and print, TI ſpeak ir hearti- 
Wy, and 4072 fide, thoſe Clergymen of 
She Church of England thar I have 
Fonvers'd with, take them one with 
Snother, I have experienced to be as 
andid perſons, as tar from cenſuring 
Wnd reproaching others, it not far- 
Fhcr than the people of other Par- 
Fics arc; and I queſtion not but di- 
Fecrs of them, had they the power of 
#1 Index Expurgatorius, would blot 
Wut all rhoſe paſſages in all rhoſe 
W00ks written by the Bigots of their 
Warty, which do ſavor of thar paiſionat 
Wiric, which Chriſt reproved in his 
Wilciples, who call'd tor Fre from 
Mezver pon the Samaritans, Luk.9. 


A Sir, The fruitful O4zefor is in tra- 
Wil with a fourth Oszed#zon, and ir 
this: Many of the Miniſters of 
e Church of England, are not Ors 
dox in DotFrine, ( faith he ) but 
ve vaſtly revolted from the Ar- 
ics aud Homilics of the Church of 
i [27 England: 


p1jh DofFrime, ifirictly fo called, af 
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Eng'and. Aa Hue and Cry « gull 
afier them for matter of Vcelagine; 
mſm, Socinianiſm, 77d Popery. han 

Bona werba giteſo. To this Sinfffel; 
thongh a very material O/ jef#10n, hin 
it were ' true, I ſhail anſwer buiq; 
briefly, becauſe I make account ee, 
will thortly be anſwered, at large, bi. 
another hand. i 

1, That whercas the two granf;- , 
Tenrrs of J$cr7772ns are to deny thilhen 
Gode.1d, and the $'1txf 1cHion of | 
fus Chriit, 1 never heard either. 0 
them denied in any Pulpit by an 
one Miniſter oft the Church (« 
Englind; Bur have heard both 
them argued and contended for with 
much firength and carneſtneſs; ther 
fore the fhrit Accuſation ſeems not! 
be due to them. To 

2. As for Popr/h Dofrine,among;(G, 
all the Sermens that I have hcatrn« 
from Miniſters of the Church ih | 
England, 1 never heard any one Thþjjh 
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ſcrted by any of them, 
| 2, A 


the preſent Clergy of England. $1 


3. As for Pel wgiani[1 . I never 
caid any one of them aſſert, rhat 
ny man hath power in and ot him-_ 
M:!t, ro believe and repent to the ſa- 
Wing of his Soal,or ro do any one 
Wction ſavingly good, ( which 1s the 
Wcccant ard Fel:zgrum Notion of 
ree-will ) bur only as enabled and 
Dliſted by the NMD2Yzt and ſpectzh 
rr 2ce of God : waiich I have heard 
"hem inculcate over and over, and 
Warticuiarly a learned you ng DoQtor, 
s: Abilities, far above the rate of 
is years, preaching not long ſince in 
is Ciry, upon PP}. 2.13. It « God 
Which worketh in you both to wilh 
1d to do of hs good pleaſure, Only 
Wis they do affirm, which others 
em to deny, 27S. That God is al- 
ays willing and ready to beſtow 
$3 Grace and Spirit upon thoſe that 
aFrneitly ſeek it, and to co-operate 
ih ſach endeavors as are morally 
ſlible tor every man living under 
$#c Goſpel, ro uſe for and rowards 
© falyation of his own Soul. Bur to 
| F, 2 inform 
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inform my Reader how the Churct 
of England, I mcan the preſent Dj 
vines thereof , do ſtate and hold 
theſe matrers, I would chooſes ro re 
ter him to an ingenious Book, called; 
The Principles and Prattices 0» 
cert1:m moderate Divines 2n th 
Chiu, ch of England ; which when hi 
has rcad,poſiibly ke willas ſoon tai 
the preſcat Clergy of Englind to 
the literal Sons of Zerwzahb, the yo 
ſame which D.:w:4 complained. 0/,x 
tor the Sons of ZPelrgns. 


Sir, I ſee the Objefour hath a Filt 
Stone to filing at the Clergy 
Frnetand; He faith, That ſome ( 
ihem do ſeldom qiiote any piſſuges 1 
Seripiure mn all their Sermons, as i 
fo to do, wenld d: baſe and dilparay 
their more El.quent Stile. 


To this I anſwer, I muſt conlcſs 
my ſclt have obſerved the ſame thin 
in ſome Young Micn , to my gre 
. grief and diſgult ; bur God {orbid! 


{hou 
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ſhould be dene upon any ſuch biaf- 
phemous account , as 1s an imagt- 
nation, that. their ſtile and phraſe is 
ſuperior to that of the Holy Grnoſt 
in the Scripture. I would rather im- 
pute 'ir to this, thar, Young Men, 
who bave {tudicd the Scriprures bur 
of latc, are afraid to quote much 
of it, left they ſhould not quore it 
right, and pertinently, and according 
'Wto the truc ſenſe and meaning of ir. 
Burl will make no further A) \PO:Ogy 
in the caſe.for 1t 1s a fauit that mak 
Bs mended. Time and Experienc 
On will give them to know , that no 
Text oi Scripture. rightly exp-ainec, 
F and duiy applicd, will g0 further; and 
penetrate deeper into the conlcicnces 
of men, than rcn QUOrations our 6+ 


MF bumanc Authors. ſuch as t CY Bic tO 
quore, Bur ro make ame nds for the 
{fault which T have ackrowlegocd 

lie : 


TOY! 
ſome young Divines to have 
euilty of, viz, a Famine of the Tore 
of God in ticir Sermons ( W314 
they pretcnaed to he preachiitg no- 
£ / n 3 Ling 
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- thinz elſe ) how oft have I known 
abundance of Scripture quoted to 
very good purpoſe by Divines of the 
Church of £xz/md,in their conſtant} _ 
courſe of Preaching ? Yea, ſo grace - 
fully,as if they did glory much morelm? 
in thoſe Quotations, than in anyſ!9' 
they could have produced out of '5; 
Fathers, Schootlmen, (ritichs. Rab 141 
bins, Fhiloſophers, &c. and did count to 
them the ſparkling Gems and Jewels the 
which did, above all other things, th 
both enrich and adorn their Ser- {ec 
FR vI1S, fe 


Sir, One wou'd think the C&jzefZorÞ © 
had ſpent his Shor, bug, he is juſt} 
ready to diſcharge onceagain againſt} Ii 
rhe Clergy of Frgland. He tells us, ic 
That ſume of them do very ſeldom © 
name the Name of Chriſt in their © 
Hulpits ; or preach any thing con © 
cerning the Duftrine of cur Saviour ff 
þ::it do deliver certain Moral Rile Nh © 
of Living well, ſuch as are to b:N © 
found in.Sencca, Plutarch, Epictetus i > 


"# 
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& turning UM Theokigy into EF: bicks, 
and thezr Churches mo Schools of 


Moral Philoſophy. 


To that I Anſwer; It hath been 
my good ſucceſs ro hear from time 
to time in thoſe piaces where Chriit 
is, and has been preached; anc ſure 
Jam if there be any that do not uſe 
ro mention the Name of Cnrilt in 
their PuJpi's , and thar frequently, 
they are very much ro blame.and do 
ſeem ro be athzmed of a Crucified 
Teſts; and it they repent not, he 
will one day be aſhamed of them, 
exen when he ſna'l come in the Glo- 
ry of his Facher, to judge the world. 
It here and there one hath been in- 
ieted with thar ſham<ſuldiſcaſe of 
ſeeming to be aſhimed of the Name 
of Chriſt, when the great thing he 
ought ro make known by his Preach- 
ing, #5 Jeſus Chris, and him craoufied, 
I Cor, 2. 2, yet hopc it is not £pz- 
demical, nor vet very common. 
Surely he can be but a D-#9h-b1k'd 
E 4 Churcn- 
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Church-man, who doth nor oft; 
preach concerning Chriſt, {ith there 
arc ſo many days in the Year which 
arc peculiarly dedicated to rhe re 
membrance of our Saviour, Ex. Gr, 
the day of his Nutzwity, Circwnciſe 
07, Death, Reſurreftion, and Aſcen 
fon, beſides all Sundays, or Lords 
arys, dedicated tro the memory off 
our Saviours KReſurret?ion, who roſepep/ 
again on the firft day of the week ild: 
Such as have made too ſeldom men-ſh Co 
tion of the Name of Chriit in their ſow? 
Sermons, have poſiibly done fo in oper 
poſition ro thoſe who formerly didÞror 
ſeem tro think, that mcn could not 
preach Chriſt, unleſs they named his 
Name almolt in every ſentence, 
which one calleth a /uſczozzs men: 
tioning of Chriſt, meaning ſuch a 
mention of khis mcer name, as did 
cloy the Hearer, as tov much of 
{weet things do thofe thar cat them. 
That was an extreme, and an Error 
on the other hand, borh which ſhould 
be avoigea, Medio tiittfſunus 164. 
| Dun 
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Dam Tiiankt Siulit Uitta, 1h contra- 
11 CUYY 1, 


Sir, I {ce the Ovjef7or”s Hips Tong 
Weain, by which 1 | guets he has yee 
ſporc to ſay again. the Clergy of 
Engl md and it ſhouid fcem ut is this, * 
Wiz. [hit divers Minifſers of ;he 
L:urch of England, do come to the 
Weop/e in the enticing words of mans 
Wildom , which S!. Paul diſvroncd, 

"ay 2. 2. as if they would te ig 
Wown all before ihim, Ly atlorrent of 

wer humane Rhetorick:; they Teck 
Wrong 7 ines, and bombaſt Langue 
Wy rffcef 2 Rodomontado Ste; 
$14 70 be thought great Orators, id 
Wotlk at 25 eloguent a rale a5 Cice- 

02nd Demoſihencs hb 1d wont ts do, 
mean iame not regarding = dif L- 
ion of their Eearers. by ' prick ng ip 
nthe moſt uſeful S$:: te as. betaling 
Wemſclues fo 7 þ! lum mihod, by A 
hich what they j.iy, u2.14 be remem- 
red; tor to ſuch bY 1unnels of expreff 

on, 45 may FoOvey: their Sermons L0 

ile 


58 An Impartial Vindication of 


the underſt.ind;rg of thety Hearey, 
as if the end of Preaching were nd 


[ 


to ſrve mens Suuls,but to tickle thutlhu 
ears and fantaſies. of 


Sek 


To that I Anſwer ; Thanks be 
God, this Charge concerns very in 
of the Clergy,ſo far as I know.Somſheir 
ſublime Men, or rather Men affecting 
Sublimity there have been in al 
Ages, and were in the late Time 
witneſs he rhat Apoſtrophiz'd 
P.S. and ſaid,O thou Sublime P.S( 
theu who uſeſt to tickle the Cherubim 
and the SJeraphims; bur uſual 
there have been bur a few of thi 
ſort, whom I may call the Trae 
Tear 215, for that they ſoar fo high, 
they melr their wings, and fa!l doy 
miſerably. Thoſe high flying Eagle 
which ſoar our of their hearers fighlſſures 
are ſuſpected ro have ſome mcFÞithe 
Carrion in their eye, I mean vain affffere ; 
plauſe, and if that be all they ſeeife/7-e 
verily they have their rewaid. I} I } 
that leven of Fancy and Ambiridjuene 
wi 
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hich do's ſwell the language of men 
ofuch a height ,had Ieven'd any great 
umber of the Clergy, it wou'd have 
onccrned the Rulers of the Church 
o have uſed rheir endcavours to 
Purge it our, but the general vein 
Wt Language ou uſed in Pupire, 
ding modett, man'y, cafic, and urat- 
ected, tull and Genificant, it ſome 
lid nor wait for the hajting of 0: hers, 
0 great complaint would be made 
Stothar, TI ſec no cauſe ro doubr, 
(Put as there is a great deal of practi- 
al and cditying Preaching in Erge 
nd already by the Cicrp) therwet 
d the folid way of Preaching will 
bound more. and more: Fo though 
Bien may be taken with Toyes and 
wWiIc4/b irs for fome time, 1et ſub- 
\Vantial Food is thar which cur Na- 
ures crave, and c2nnot be farisfticd 
«AFihour. "Tis 5:20 9ara, tis /11- 
afgjere 77k that even NN: w-60rn B ages 
Ch ar e. | 

Tl hope ir will hercaſter be fre- 
10Yucnt Cand may bea trac Prophet) 
NW ior 
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torYoung Miniſters to put ſuch Que” 
{tions as theſe to themſelves. Is tl 
Sermon ihit I have prepared, calcy 
Lited to bring Glory to God , ani 
Good to the Sells of Men ? Ts it pu 
ſuant to that End for which TI wal 
mide a Maſter, and am (ent if" 
Preach ? Is zt any part of that M: 
ſage which I, as one of Chriſt's Am 
b.iſſ1dors, was ſent to deliver to th 
People ? It nor, I hope they wil 
ſay every one, of them . Jhall n 
Filerrers ask Bread, and T give the 
a Stone ? Shall thy ash Fiſh, and 
give them a Scorpion ? God forbil 
I's ihe Wit-of Man. or the Word ( 
God, thit Seed whereby Souls . an 
begotien to Fliernal Life ? 

Thanks be to Cod, there arc mi 
ny M.niltcrs of the Church of FE 
I ind at this day, who preach ! 
thoſe who have a true love, an 
value jor Syals, and do endcavoll 
that they m wv give uf their accoril 
to God with joy, and not with er) 
their 72:7fer being practical al 

ſprratuul 


ef the preſent Clergy of England. 6: 
riluah, their merhod plain, their 
+ mgnage cafie to be underſiood,their 
 Melrvery 2rave and fervent, Let not 
e major part be cenſured for the 
nfaithtulneſs of ſome few ambiri- 
us Mcn, who ſeek 701 Chriſt Feſas, 
Wit themſelves ; their own Things, 
rot 1he 7hengs of Chriſt. 


1M Sir ,, I think this O-zector will 
ever have done, for he has now a 
eventh Article againſt the Chu: ch 
of England, ( fo they ſtart up like 
he new Heads of F'ydra, when the 
ld were cut oft; ) now he ailedgcth 
Mhar which is worſe than all the reſt, 
Wiz. That many Clerg ymen of the 
Church of Engiand do not lite well, 
are no good [.zvers, theer miquitics 
teltifying to therr very faces. 


To that I Anſwer; IT wou'd to 
God I could undertake and become 
Compureator for every Clergyman 
of Fngl1nd,and were able to tcll the 
World,that he liveth as becomes that 
3oly 
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Ho!y Goſpel which he doth proteſsſ$r:3c 
and preach. Bur 1 doubr there never 
was any Ag» of the World,in which 
Iocco Mimwitcrs, belongirg ro one 
D ationa: Chnrch, were all of them 
lo circumip:Et in their Converſation 
as they vuyht to be. Chriſt had burſſo Þe 
12 Niic pics, and one of them wa hur 
a 741, How then can it be ex/ſÞca!t 
pected, that there ſhuuld be no badſÞben 
Men in an Hoft,as I may call them, 
of >cooo vrdained Men ? allading Fac: 
to P/ 1). 68. i1. The Loie gave the 
word, great was ihe Army (10 it is 
in the Original ) cf {hem 7h it pub 
liſhed it. Tarcs will grow up to 
gcther With the Whear, ti] rhe Har- 
veſt. There will be Zoy!erers as 
well as Zcarcrs in Gods Vine- 
yard, (though wo be to them who 
ſaffec ir ſo to be, when they can real 
hinder it. ) ; wm 

They that think it was not fo in*'< 
the laie Times,are much d<ccived roy. 
my knowledge. Doubtlcſs in rhoſe £*% 
days there were ſeveral allowed 
Preachers 
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W@r:achers that were Men of Ooft 
/e1ds, and Hard Flearts; of Weak 
pr:icllectu.ls, and Worſe Morals, (1 | 
«ate to mcntion Names in ſuch ca- | 

6s, but elſe I could ) for doubrlcſs 

here were other Fiumors neceſlary 
o be purg'd out of the Body of the 
hurch to make it ſcund , and 
ſcaltly, bclides thoſe which were 
hen counted Mau/ignaut, upon 
F#bich they ſpent rhemott of their 
| wee = : is. 
| 1am more acquainted at tHis day | 
Mrith the Miniſters within the Walls L 
i Zer:don, than of any cther place. 
s to thoſe of them whoſe great If 
ſge, Suckneſs, or Reſerve dns of | 
remper, &c. dcbars them trom con- 
gicrlting with their Brethren] cannot 
pretend to give any acccunt ; but 
really thoſe which I convycſe with, 
amoſt every weef, and ſometimes 
Icvcry 4 9, (. which are a great ma- 
ny) ſecm to be ſuch, ot whom I 
ought to judge, That they do exerciſe 
thernſe Fes to have a conſcience 2oid 
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of offence towards God, and toward: 
{ men ; and ſuch 1 rake to be gugen fo 
$ Livers, 
| But if unknown to me, there ſhalfſ T' 
| be here& there one who lives cithaſÞ}atzc 
not Yz#hteon:fly, or nor ſuberty, or naſſhic 


W. £odlity, ſhall his fnole wickedne(Wir. / 
11.6 bring an cvit report upon the Co 
munity of the Clergy ' ? what reaſot 
Fl for that 2 Tf there thould happentalif 
'"\'F be two or rhree,or ten &-aſs fouling 

' in a parc] pi money, amonnring tt 
an Fundzcd porrrds, would any mat 
fay the wt ole -"on were naught, 
| and repreb ite ſolver , when all the 
'þ reſt _ very Ew an UNCXcePtio 
\} nablc 


Sir, 7 rejoice to think thar 2M>.06- 
'i'' Jector is now abhovr to produce his 
\'F laft A-ricle _ nit rhe Clergy of 
IE Emnelind, (not but that 1 exped 
| more heren CEC 1 @ Teag! Ing Way, allo 
bur not jc incd to his min body ſuch 
and that is, Pe excepts again their Welit 
Ordination , and the wiy of ihrur Pre 
C1110 


CE fs: 3 UI" 


© the preſent Clergy of England : 9 ; 
Weming into the Church, their velatz- 
0 fo au Hierarchical Body,&c. 


To which I anſwer. Their Or 4;- 
nation by Brjhops, is the fame by 
hich Dr. Preſton, Dr.$:hs,Mr,Dod, 
Mr. H; Jder ſham , and all others of 
hat ſort, which were counted burnu- 
mw and ſhining lights in their time, 
ind great inſtruments of faving 

Wouls, were brought into the Church. 
They came in at the ſame door. They 
ad Epiſcopal Mifhon,the fame with 
har which the preſent Clergy have, 

Wnd God gave a great Scal to their 

iniſtery, which ſurely he would nor 
ave done,if they had not been true 
iniſters of Chriſt, and of his Goſ- 
«|: Neither do I ſee any cauſe to 

Foubr, but chat the preſent Clergy, 

Fadcavouring to tread in the ſteps of 

cir Holineſs, Zeal and Induſiry, 
allowance being made for that 
uch greater flood of Atheiſm, In- 
elity and Profaneſs, which we 
we to encounter with , beyond 

| F what 
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66 An Impartial Vindication of h ,;, 
what the Miniſters had in form, p 
times ) may,by the bleſſing of Galiſh,,, 
prove as ſucceſsful in their Minilt 

ry , as thoſe great Names of My} 4, 
WETE. | 


Having ſatisfied all the ObjeQio 
againſt the Clergy of England, thy 
I could think of for the preſent, 
now proceed to anſwer two or thr: 
material Queſtions. : 


Ex.Gr. 1, What Sin theres 
wilifying Miniſters of the Goſpih 
( which I had before proved 6 
Clergymen ro be.) 
2. What other miſchiefs , beſill 
_ the Sinfulneſs thereof, do att 
zt? 
3. How may it be remedied! 
/ p Bi 
I begin with the firſt of thj -— 
Quetſtions, ſtaring it thus : e ſuc 
h th 
Queſt. Ts zz ſinful, or 107 finl "gy 


for men to wilifie and make " | ver 
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he preſent Miniſtery of England, as 
wny do 10W adays ? 


Anſw. "Tis doubtleſs a great Sin; 
nd as 7o#'s expreſſion is in another 
aſe,an 1n:quity to be puniſhed by the 
/ge, and will be puniſhed by the 
dee of all the Earth, art leaſtwiſe 

the day of the revelation of the 
ghteous judgment of God. 

They who thall well confider what 
aid before in this Diſcourſe rouch- 
vthe Ordination and Call of the 
niſters of che Church of England 
the work of the Mn:ſtery,cannort 
ily doubt their being rrue and 
ylul Miniſters of the Goſpel , and 
t forth by God upon rharc crrand; 
rif Mr. Dod , Mr. Hilder/ham, 

,$16s, Dr. Preſton , Archbiſhop 
ber Biſhop Davenant,Biſhop Hall, 
T the reſt of thar ſort of Men 
e ſuch, they mult be ſo likewilc : 

though every of them have not 
rear parts and learning as they 
| vet are they as truly Miniſters, 
| -_ cycrn 


/" ae. 
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. even as the jeaſt S$:2r in the Firms /e. 
menr 1s as truly a J:a-,as is the Sylftey + 
its ſelf, which tar excc!js it in glon}ud 4 

. The mmor t rophets ( as F may off #s 

.them ) cntercd into the' Ckurch Fheſe 

the ſame door that the greazey difffic I: 

were ſtamprt with the ſame chood 

racter, ſiand upon the ſame Foundio/, an 

.tion as did thoſe worthily admirollow 

Men atoreſaid, whoſe Miniſtery Gyeever 

-AaS is ſuppoſcd, gave a very great Jſſerve « 

.re, and whom God made great his re 

ers of men, cauſing multirudes toberef 

taken in the Ner of -the Goſpel pf? 4 

chcd by them. Io hem,o 

all, ar 
If the Enemies of the pre} Tis 
Clergy, do think that ſome ot thiiz. 7/ 
do not hve 1o firictly and holily (#27, 
the Divines aforeſaid did.it willFents 
thence follow. that their Minſe(s, a3 
ought not to be attended upon, 77eft, 
can dono good, or that they areÞcre tr 
truc Minitiers, D727. 23. 2,3, fannor 
ſpake io his Diſcaples, ſaying, Pt the 
Scribes and the Þhariſees /it pod al 
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s ſext - All therefore wha: ſoever 
hey viel you obſerue , that obſerve 
nd do, but do ye not atter iheir 
wrks : for they ſay, and do not. 
heſe words do plainly tell us, that 
he Scribes and Phariſees were no 
ood men, for they ſuzd, and did 
of, and their works were not-rv be 
ollowed ; yet ſaith Chriſt, AH} wht- 
fever they bid you obſerve, that ob- 
rue-and do + For which he renders 
his reaſon, They ſit in M-ſcs's ſeat : 
herefore whatſoever they bid you, 
hit do ; i. e. hear them, vevereyce 
hem, 04-y them zn the Lor -d,for their 
all, and Calling's fake. 

Tis Doctrine as falſe as Popiſh, 
iz, That the efficacy of Div.ne Or- 
unances ( Ex, Gr. of the Sacra- 

ents ) doth depend upon the holi- 
eſs and the pions immtenizon of the 
Frieft, who 1s the Diſpenſer. It that 
cre true, wae be to us, whil'it we 
nnor bur be {trangers ro the heart 
{ the Miniſter, which is known to 
od alone. Doth nor St, Par tell 

4 us, 
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us, Phil. 1. 16. 18. That he diſs Þ' 
rejoyce that Chriſt was preachedſſave 1 
whether in pretence, or 2n truth Foney 
even &y thoſe who preached Chriſt offince 1 
envy, and ſirife; of contention , nearts 
ſimcerely, ſuppoſing to add affirttis ad or 
to his bonds, Now St. Paul .woulhcy c« 
never haye rejoyced that ſuch menſſc!ves « 
did preach,but upon rhe hope he haFicy c: 
that their preaching might do good iles « 
As a Man may be a true and uſefuſſpottom 
Magzfirate, though no good Chrits1 of 
ſian, ( For Dominion ts not founde"emſe! 
in Grace: ) So may he be a tru eſles , 
and uſeful Mn:ſter,though unſandi<cor d 
fied, and may help to ſave others ch: 
though he himſelf ſhould 4e a Caftord, 
away; as ſome Thy{(ic:ans do hel eltimo 
to keep others well, and yet have onfirm 
no heaſth themſelves. Judas was & Man 
true Apcſ/le.though not a true $.zintſpod hat 
We muſt turn Seekers , and be alt it, 
ways to ſeck for a Min:ſtery, it wſ*: Jan 
will own none for true Miniſters, but What 
thoſe thar we are certain ( which weÞ** batt 


can never be) have true Grace. Had It has 1 
this 
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tis been well conſidered, it might 
ave ſaved a great deal of time and 
noney that was ſpent ſome Years 
nce in faihomng the fathomleſs 
carts of men, to try whether they 
ad or had not ſavng grace, which 
hey could no more inform” them- 
dyes of, upon any aſſurance , than 
hey could be informed how many 
tiles diſtance there is betwixt the 
ottom of the Sea, and the Empy- 
eay heaven. If men bear record of 
hemſelves, without any other Wit- 
efles, who can tell whether their 
cord be true ? Chriſt himſelf did 
t challenge Belief upon his bare 
ord, or TIpſe d;x:t, bur upon the 
ſtimony of his miracles which did 
nfirm what he ſpoke of himſelf. If 
man ſay that he has ſaving grace, 
d hath found ſuch ſigns and effets 
' it, who can diſprove him ? as 
. fames ſpeaketh, Chap. 2. ver. 14. 
hat doth it profit, though a man (ay 
hath faith, and have not works ! 
has indeed ſayed many men 7em- 
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Forally, that they took the boldneſs fine #70 
ro ſay, they had grace, when poſſibly 
they had none. Witneſs a debauched hf 
perſon, who was heard to ſay, How onve: 
rarely did I Romance my Converſion ſaid be 
before the Committee ? He was tem ith g' 
porally ſaved by it, and paſt as ſo loo! 
clearly and unſuſpetedly amongſt Shan Hh: 
them, as Judas had done amoneſt tl ſee 
the Diſciples, who ſuſpeRed him no ſis viſt 
more, nor yet ſo much, as they did fſjo furt 
themſelves, when they-cried out, Is ſÞatter 
it 1? viz, that ſhall betray thee. eth/h 
One obſerved in N. EZ. that people Þrying 
were cast out of their Churches more ſe hi 
Trequently for telling Lyes, than for Fpearts, 
any other ſm; and gave the reaſon Þclign' 
of it, God Jet them go out by Lyang, fy mer 
ſaid he, becauſe rhey came in by Ly- ſis wo 
7rg ; namely, ro the Hecly Ghos?, and tor 1 
to the Church, in deicribing the man- ſÞan ws 
-ner of their Cenverſion, which ſome ſÞal opi! 
of them had n;cer'y Romanced.God, fd in 8: 
by his F:ophet Peremy , Chap. 23. ſens gc 
ver. 30. faith, I am 1gains? the Pro: han th 
phets, which ſteal my word every Pliniſte 
Ne 01!e 
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me from hu neighbour, What did 
nany men but 1teal their Confeſſior 
f Fazith, and the account of their 
*onverſion, from what others had 
id before them, as they underſtood, 
ith good acceptance, Ler me deſire 
0 look into no mans heart further, 
han his lite gives an account of it; 
1 ſee his fruit, meaning his ations, 
is viſible converſfartion,I will inquire 
o further, touching 7he root of the 
utter being in him. Some oft the 
rzthſhemites, who have been moſt. 
rying into the Ark, I mean, into 
ie hidden man of other mens 
earts, have made ill uſe of it, and 
cign'd it for bad purpoſes, 22S. to 
y mens title to the good things of 
is world, ſeemzng to be of opinion, 
tor I doubt whether any rational 
an was ever really of that irratio- 
1! opinion) That domnon #5 found- 
[in grace. Our Forizon, as to 
ens godl:neſs, reacheth no turther 
an their words and af7:;07s, The 
liniſters and ſeveral Chriſtians 

| - Which 
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which approve themſelves as taſhave 
thoſe, ought to be taken for godh, 
though when that is done, there 1y 
not one Cottage or Rood of Land Þ By 
or ſo much as a petty Conſtableſhipſkhar | 
belongs to them as ſuch, neither areſſHoly 
they uncapable righttully to poſlels 
Kingdoms and Empares, it born 0r 
choſen to them, though they appear 
not-10 have one ſpark of grace. Treſdoub 
earth hath God given tothe childralfiolat 
of mc. ES « 
But this laſt thing, I am ſenſibleſſkhat | 
is a digreſſion, . but a very neceſlaryſ 
. one, and nor ajtogether Foreign tours /? 
the buſineſs I was upon,vzs.to proveſl-1z7 
that men may be true Miniſters 
though they be not godly : Though IN I n 
confeſs ir were much to be wiſhed ſfkhar { 
That Holineſs to the Lord wertWhould 
written upon the heart and /ife ecko! 
eve;'y man, who doth miniſter in hoyhop 1 
tzngs. But as Fools now and thenffihop } 
beger wiſe children, ſo many carnalſef C1c 
Preachers, be inſtrumental ro maktFIyell a: 


Cthers ſpiritual. That Pilot ma)ſffcient 
hayc 
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have often faved his Ship and Paſſen- 
gers, Who comes at laſt ro be drown- 
ed himſelf. | 

Bur give me leave to tell you, Sir, 
thar though ſome Men thar are in 
Holy Orders, do appear nct to be 
oly Men, yer, thatiks be ro God, 
here are a great many others, whoſe 
real godlineſs no man ought to 
doube, or can doubt it, without great 
nolation of Charity, who are,in the 
yes of all unprejudiced good men 
that know them, as true Natha- 
nels without guile,as really burning 
md ſhining Ights, as ſirif heaven- 
hyminded moritfied men, as mot are 
in the world, | 


hat fort which are now living, leſt I 
ſhould feem to flatter; bur it I thould 
reckon up ſuch as Biſhop Ther, Bi- 
hop Morton , Biſhop Dwvenant, Bi- 
hop Hall, with-many ſcores more 


veil as Learnzng, that would be ſut- 
ficient to ſhew, That Pzety and £piſ- 
j CCPACY 


Bn WY! men = ” —_ - ae Gill <a bbs Boas: 
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I niay not preſume to name any of- 


f Clergymen, famous tor F:ety, as 
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copacy may iairly confiit ; » Ef 211 ung 
ſede movarr. It it were polſlible to 
come to an ev:n1 Pu// in rhe caſe, the ( 
poſſibly there might be tound as ma- ſſ thin 
ny godiv Minitters in the Church, as | thc7 
our of the Church ; yea more, be-ſ not 
ca'uſ2 there are more in, than out: iſ 9a! 
Buc whether gudly or no, they are Y 
tra'y Miniſters, and great will rheir men 
fin prove to be, who thall reproach zz 

and abuſe them; ] 
It it be a Sin to break the N#thÞÞ ſoet 
Comm 1ndment, or to walk diametri-f| of | 
cal'y contraty to ſeveral orher Pre-} Ne? 
cep:s in Scripture, as where we are} ſo 
_ commanded to [pert evil of no mm, wh 
©:c. or to trample upon the greatelt} cve 
principle of 7:/fzce rhar is in the} ty, 
worid, v/S, Thit of doing as weſ lat 
would be done by, which is the veryſſ rov 
Cirdo Fuitiiie, or Hinge,as it were, Þ anc 
upon which all Juſtice rurns,and may} Sec 
be cailed Sr ants vet caden's Full 0: 
tie articulnus, becauſe Juitice ſtands wh 
or falls,:$ rhar is kept, or broken. I ict 
ſay it any of theſe things be a hei-Þ to 
nous 


> —— 


the preſent Clergy of England. 95 
nous ſin,then to exp6ſc,diſgrace,and 
nit&6e the Miniiers ef Chriſt, and of 
the Goſpe!, all, or any ot 1hem, 1S 
thing tor which God will never fold 
them guzltleſs, as he fauh he will 
not them who 1iake hs Name 11 
van. | 

You know the Ninth Con:mand- 
ment is, Thou ſhalt nt bear Fulſe 
Wuneſs agamst ihy Nezeghbor, mean- 
ing again $7 any other perſon whom- 
ſoever, In thar ſenſe the Miniſicrs 
of the Goſpe] arc all of them our 
NezgLbors, thovgh they dwell cycr 
ſo tar trom us. Now, ſure I am, 
whoſocver ſhall fav, That ail and 
cyery of them, cr that the gcnerali-; 
| ty, and grcater part of them, are 
ſlark navghr, bccauſc ( ro our ſor- 
row, and ſhame be it ipoken ) here 
and there cne 1s ſo, doth certainly 
bear Falſe Wiinelſs again? every 
Mmiſier of the Church of England, 
who lives & aQs, as becomes his pro-" 
teſſ:;on, of which poſi. b'y if we went 
to Poll, the Clergy ail over England 

would 
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would. be found to be the majy 


part. Can you anſwer it, 1f you conf 


 demmn the righteous together with thy 
wicked ? Know ye not, that to coy. 
demn the righteons, 1s as great a ſm 
as to juſtifie the wicked?! and both 
arc an abominarion to the Lord. Are 
we not commanded, Tz. 3.2. Zo ſpeak 
evil of noman ? And it of no pri- 
vate Man, ſurely of no publick Mi. 
_ niſter, who hath a Kind of anoznting 
trom God upon him, reſpective to his 
holy cal:ing, ©c. Is it not ſaid, 
Lal. 105.14,15. That God repro- 
ved Kings for their ſakes; Saying, 


Tonch not mine Anointed : and ah 


my Prophets no harm. Every time 
you vilifie thoſe Miniſters whom 
either you know not art all, or know 
no hurt by,do you not confront that 
Rule, 1 Tim. 5. 19. Againſt an El 
der reccive not an accuſation, but be- 
fore two or ithreeWitneſſes ? Neither 
is your ſo doing a tranſgreſſion of 
particular Laws only, but, as I may 
call it,a breaking in pieces the _ 

0 


the 


of the T aw all at once, (alluding to 
what Moſes did ) which are ſumma- 
rily contain'd in this one golden 
Rule, Qod t:hz fiers mon vs alters 
ye faczas, viz. That we ſhould do as 
we would be done by. Refie then, 
and conſider, would you your ſelves 
beſo ſerv'd ? would you be content- 
ed, and take it patiently, if you go 
under the name and notion of Preſ- 
byterzans, Independents, Anabaptiſts, 
or Quakers, or whatſoever elſe,it any 
man ſhould tell you that all and 
every perſon of that denomination 
and fort , of which you are, were 
Knaves or Fools, or both, were Drun- 
kards, Whoremaſters, and every thing 
almoſt that bad is; or it they ſhould 
fay it of you in particular, that you 
are ſuch an one, becauſe they know 
ſome one perſon or perſons of the 
ſame denomination with your ſelves, 
de it Presbyterians,or Independents, 
that are ſuch. You bcing conſcious 
to your ſelves, that, through God's 
mercy,you could waſh your hands in 
7n10- 
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 weuld think your felf very mud 


abuſed, and him a wicked Lyar,whg 
had laid ſuch chings to your chargd 
Would it not make you think of 
FJetabel, her charging Navoth witli 


blaſphemy, of which he was no mon 
oujlty, than her paznted face was 0 


that real and #:27zve beauty Which 
the art of daubing had made hai 


ſeem to have. 


Laſtly, To reproach and vilitic al 


the Clergy of Engl, is as great! 
breach of Chriitian Charzty,as it is4 
violation of Fuſizce, It there be 
any virtue greater than-7uſtice, Cha 
rity or Love is it, as bezng the ful 


fling of the Law, Rom. 1 3.10. I wa 


abour to liken Juſtzce and Charity, 
ro the two great Jumnaries of Hea 
ven; comparing 7uſtice to the Moot, 
which rules the night; and Charity 
to the Sun, which rules the day; and 


to ſay they moſt excel other virtues, 


quantum inter Stellas luna minores, 
: as 


zunocency, as from any ſuch. guil 


the 


the preſent Clergy of England. 8x 
&; much as :the Moon: outſhines the 
ther Stars, Now by how much 
rreater theſe two Virrues are, by ſo 
nuch greater are theV/2-es oppolic to 


hem. Neither can it be any mans 
doubt, whether it be not againſt Cha- 
ity, for men to take up reports and 
reproaches againit other men, ( but 
ſpecially to raiſe them:) And are 
ot Mn:(ters of the Goſpel Mem as 
vel! as orhers, with ſome additional 
ſtamp and charafter of God upon 
them, which ought to be had in reve- 
ence? I fay it can be no mans doubr, 
ho conſidereth what Sr. Paul faith, 
1 Cor. 13. 5, 6, 7. Charity doth not 
hehave it ſelf unſeemly, thinkcth mo 
Ui, rejoyceth not in miquity, but itt 
the truth ; believeth all things, ho- 
th all things, &c. it thinketh and 
maketh the beſt of every thing. Io 
affirm concerning all and every per- 
on of what perſuaſion ſoever with- 
n the ſphere of Chriſtianity , that 
hey are meere Hypocreres, and 

=, Chit- 


hem,and the (ins which fight againſt 
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Children of the Devil, is \norÞ{inil 
only againſt ##4/h, (for ſo it mayſſ< 
be ir - would be, ro ſay that allfſ 
men of the ſobereſt Parties, and ſoun-M 
deſt Perſuaſions, were good and god"'** 
ly } bur alſo againit Chriſtian Chari bet 
ty, &c. | 

Bur- if all this will not convince 
men, that it is a heinous fin to re 
proach, and viliffe Gods Miniſters, 
that runs may read it ſo to be in th: 
wrath of God revealed from Heave 
againſt thuſe who have done ſo, anc 
that writren in great characters olfff 
Hlood, ſer forth in fanguinary 
preſſions. Interpreters have judged 
the Miniſters of rhe Goſpel to be in 
rended by the Two Witneſſes propht and N 
cyzng in ſackcloth , Rev. 11, 5. An”. 
1S it not there ſaid, If any man wil"//%S 
hurt them, fire proccedeth out of the! Wh1c - 
mouth, and devoureth their enemy's 7 
and if any man hurt them, he mi © 
in tha wiſe be killed; which word" 7? 
do intimate, that God hath made itY%®> fc 
capital Crime, to hurt or _ (4 

, {in 
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the preſent Clergy of England. 83 *# 
Miniſters. Are not the Miniſters of - 
the Goſpel rhe perſons intended by 
the Servants ſpoken of, Mat. 21.33. 
thich the Hasbanamen took,beat,and 
med? Then ir followeth,ver.40,41. 
Whew the Lord of . the Vineyard 
meth , what will he do to thoſe 
bandmen ? They ſay unto him he 
nll miſerably deſiroy thoſe wicked 
men, and will let out bu Vineyard to 
ther Husbandmen, &c. ver.4 ;. The . 
ingdom of God ( meaning thereby ” 
he Goſpel ) ſhall be taken from you, Þ 
md gruen to another Nation bear- 
ing fruit, See what God hath cxe-. 
cured upon , as well as threatned 
painſt the abuſers of his Prophets, 
and Miniſters. When King 7erob0am 
wt forth his hand from the Altar, 
aying, Lay hola upon the man of God 
which propheſied againſt the Altar ; 
bis hand which he put forth againſt 
bim dried up , ſo that he conld not 
pull it agazn to him. Whereupon he 
was forced ' to pray the Prophet. to 
pray for him, ver. 6. Inireat now, 
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84 An Impartial Vindicition of 
Jaid he, that my hand may be reſi 
red to me 28.411, 1Kings 13..4. Th 
Army which Senhadad ſent to ap 
prehend Eljah, was ſmitten wi 
&Iindneſs,-and led by him into Sam 
77, the chief City of their enemie 
2 Kings 6.19 Let ſuch as ſcoff 1 


Gods Miniſters, read 2 Chr 0. 36.16 
Bui they mocked the meſſengers (j 


God, and deſpiſed his words,md mi 
uſed his words, until the wrath | 
the Lord aroſe againit hu peopletil 
there was no remedy. I iay,let then 
read thoſe words, and tremble, a 
alſo what is written in 2 Kings 2.2: 
As Eliſha was going up by the way 
"there came forih liiile Children 0 
of the City, and mocked him, nd [ai 
unto him, Go up thou Bald heal 
And there came two She'bears 0 
of the Wood, and tear 41 Chilavre 
of them. Hear this all you who fot 


get the Word of God, and abuſe hi 


Miniſters, Jes? he tear you alſo i 
preces, and there be none to delivt 


you. If this befell little Children 
of 


the preſent Clergy of England. T I 
or were done to the green tree, what 


may old mockers expect, or what 
half be done to the dry? | 


I have now made both the finful- 
eſs and danger of abuſing God's 
Miniſters, appear from Scripture ſo 
clearly, that no man can be ignorant 
of it whoreads theſe lines. Now if 
there be any who do make a. mock of 
ſn, and deſpiſe the danger threat- 
ned, Solomon has told us, they are 
Fools that do fo, and ſo like Fools let 
themgo : ( yea, like the Fools Jo/o- 
mon ſpeaks of, Prov. 7, who haſten 
tu the corretFion of the Stocks, as 4 
Bird haſteneth to the ſnare , which 
knoweth not that it is for by life, 


Sir, If you have any patience let 
to read a few lines more, 1 would 
preſume yer further to propoſe and 
anſwer,to one,or two material queſti- 
ons, V7. What more can be alledg- 
ed against the prattice, viz. of. abu- 
ſing and expoſing the Miniſters of 

(3 3 God's 
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Gods Word, and making- endleſs 
ſpightful refletions upon them, cal. 
ling them all to naught >: Me 
thinks I hear ſome ſaying, Is that al] 
that can be ſaid in the caſe, that it 
zs a great ſin foto do? 

Why is nor that enough ? Do you 
make ſolighr of ſin? Is ir fo ſmall; 


thing in your eyes to proyoke him, | 


. who 18 able to cait foul and body into 
Hell? who has told us; That the 
wages of ſm #s death. Hear ye ſtout- 
hearted, who are far from raghteoul- 
neſs, thoſe words, Fob 9.4. Whoever 
bardened himſelf ugaznt God, and 
proſpered! Mark well thoſe words, 
Fer. 7. 19. Do they provoke me to 
anger, ſaith the Lord! And do they 
ot provoke themſetves to the conf 
ſton of their own faces ? 

Bur it the notice. of its being a 
very great /in,be not ſufficient rodce- 


rer men from making God's Miniſters | 
the Obje&t of their Hatred and 


corn, the Subject of their Scoff's and 
 tavefives, I doubt not bur more 


diſſua- 


be produced, more calculated for the 


meridian of Athc:ſ/s ( tor ſuch are - 


all they who make a mock of ſin) 
more ad hominem as to them, than 
thar which was taken from thc 


Typick of-its being a great ſm. 


Now whereas ſome ſeem to be 
more thie and ſcrupulous of Sins 
againſt Mew, than of thoſe which 
are committed immediately againſt 
God. Give me leave to tell you, it 
you will make bold with God Al-' 
mighty in abuſing,and vilitying thoſe 
whom he hath called to 99znzter in 
holy things, and do prefume he will 
forgzve, or not regard it , will you 
make bold with Men alfo, even with 
the greateſt of Men, with K:ngs? 
& who feel the ſmart of all thoſe 
miſeries which are done to them,and 
uſe to have a very great refentment 
of all the Afﬀronts done ro thoſe who 
are employ'd by them, in Afﬀairs of 
Concernment, How oit have you 
Gora made 


the preſent Clergy of England. 8 ( | % 


diſſuaſives of another narure may_ 


Fe 
t 
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made great Proteſtations of your 
Loyalty and Obeazence to His Maje. 
 ſty, our good and gracious King! 


Bur who can believe you, whil {it you 


ſpeak and act thoſe things from day 
to day, which his Soul abhors ? bor 
does not his Soul abhor, think you, 
to have his Reverend Clergy , trom 
the higheſt, ro the loweſt of them, 
trampled as dirt and mire in the 
ſtreets ? He might reaſonably ex: 
ped, that if you honour Him, you 
ſhould honour them for +# ſake, if 
not for thezr own, for the Reſped 
which He Himſelf is pleaſed to give 
them, who is the Four:t7:n of Howor, 
and who ſhall make ſo bold as to 
retuſe any man that Z:tle, or Honor, 
which his Kzng thinks fir ro confer 
upon him, or to diſgrace them 
whom he delights to honor ? Hman 
did not refuſe to wait upon Mort 
cai, when Abaſhuerus commanded it. 


| th 
Yers « 


Hou! 
othe! 


He bids you give Reſpet ro his ſes. 


Clergy, in that he dorh ſo himſfclt. 


He diſdains not to conſult with di- 
| yers 


yers of them as a part of His Upper 
Kouſe of Parliament, to receive 
ahers of them into His Privy» 
Cuncil,to make ſeveral of them His 
(baplains, to appoint Convocations 
to be made our. of them , ( which 
ſem to be a kind of ſpiritu- 
al Parkzaments, to be ——_ 
with abour the Afairs of the 
Church) .His Majeſty is not igno- 
rant, that if either No4/e Extrat7ion, 
Generoms Education, E > cellent Parts, 
Great Leamming, True Prety, Pru- 
dence, Gravity, Frofund;ty, VimosF 
Loyaliy and Fidelity, can make men 
worthy of their Princes Favor, theſe 
are all ro be found amongit ſome of 
his Clergy; not that all the Mem- 
bers of the Fcc'cfiaftical Body can 
be preſum'd to be fuch, any more 
than jt can be expected , that mens 
Toes (which yer are ncccſiary parts) 
ſhould be as bcautiiul as their Fa- 
ces, 

Yet when all this is ſaid, thereare 


too many People in this Nation, who 
| do 


"the preſent Clergy of England. 29 Ws, 
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go. An Tmpartitial Vindication of 
do at this day reſpef# a Bijpop( evenſiii 
the beit of them all) no more than 
they do a Butcher, and love hid | 
J's. All the world could not per-fhgy 
ſuade the late Kg. ro deſpiſe or dilgul 
zorce Himſelt trom His C'ergy ; andſecon 
His Son, our Grarzous King, thatfhy of 
now 1s, ſcems to be of rhe ſame; 14 
mind. Did He know how the Rabblehith | 
hath abafed and railed at them, 1ſjey 
dare ſay He would be very angry.Wis | 
Wirth what birterncſs and contempt, By2yy, 
( the more is the ſhame ) do ſon, 
men ſpeak of thoſe great and Reve-Wounr 
rend men, ro whom His Majeliyſ 
Himſeif wou'd nor diſcain ro ſay 
upon Occaſion, as E/:/ha did ro his 
Matter £/,51h, mounting up to Het: 
ven My faiher my father the chav 
of Wracl, and the horſemen therei fy 
2 Kings 2. 14. And without flartteryſſhy 
be it ſpoken, Thoſe who are now cal 
led Prieſts in ſcorn, (though Chrill 
himſelf was called a PrzeF7 afie 
ihe order of Melchiſedec, Hebr.7.17 
And though ir be ſaid, No _ ta 
| ef 


the preſent Clergy of England. gr 
teth this honour (viz.of Pricithood) 


0d, t:ebr. 5.4.) I ſay they who are 
ow called His Majeſties Przeſts, 
ould as ſoun(tha: I ſay not ſooner) 
xecome his S2cr:fice, it the offering 
p of any thing they have might be 
or His Service, as any Subjects He 


hey who are as truly Enemies to 
His Majeſty ſecre:ly, as to Biſhops 
pnly, know full well (yea hinc 2112 
ahryme ) hencc,as from one great 
ountain, ſpring their Comp:aints 
nd Outcries again{t the Cicrgy : So 
may you have ſecn ſome, who,whilt 
hey ſeem'd to deiign nothing bur 
aſting away the Toy which has 
rown about a Steeple,have together 
1th - it demoliſhed rhe w.3// abour 


Fhich it grew. It too tov ofren hap-. 


ns thar the profciicd Haters of 
trel1cy, are prevate Haters of Mo- 
irchy, '( though! darc not give it 
Sa ftanding Rule , and doub: not 
ur it hath many exceptions. ) _—_ 
a 


to bemſetf , but he that « called of 


ath in His Three Kingdoms, This 


Afi-ed | Ro 2 
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gs An Impariial Vindication of the 
hid they began with the Hatred off thi 
Prelacy onety, when they came onclſRabb 
to confider of the connexion beKnim: 
 rwixt Monarchy and it, they woyllfther, : 
| have been much more tempted tafffto di\ 
have hated Mozarchy for the ſakflecme 
of, and for the Hatred which theyſably 1 
bear to E prſcopacy. Ws Fr 
Pardon me if I am jealous, l«ſces f 
ſome men out of their great diſaWrood * 
fetion to a Fzerarchy, and othalff{ns,a 
Diſcontenrs, ſhould flag and warp infWill 
their Loya/iy, though as yet theyſſbe no 
ſcem to have, -and have had greatſſhall 
Love and Honour tor His Majeſty. [At t] 
mcre 
\ But to go off from this Head Y Minit 
What think you the H:gh Cowrt the $ 
P hament will ſay to it when they cipiz5 
ſhall convene, and underſtand, .thaY Ii th 
fo far as the Tongues and Pens df but © 
men could inflame things, endeavor ward 
have been uſed ( fince the Preſs wijmam 
ungirt , and andleſt ) to. caute thiff whic 
' Church-L,ands to be ſold again , Af noce! 


facrilegronfly reſtor'd ro the hand ſenſi 
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the preſent Clergy of England, 93 ® 
f their lace Purchafers ? That the 
Rabble Rout 5jn ſome places were 
animated, or did animate one ano- 
ther, almoſt to offer atual vioience 
odivers of the Clergy, when they 
come together gravely, and peace- 
ably to do whar did belong ro them, 
2s Freebolders,v1z. to give their voi- 
Iccs for ſome Gentlemen. that were 
wood Proteſtants, underſtanding Fer- 
{ns,and of very conſiderable Eſtates. 

Will they not fear thar, if ſome ſtop 

be not put to this mad current, we 

ſhall all run back again to ccnfuſion? 

At this rate we are like to have 

more Archbiſheps murihered , and 
Miniſters ſhall not be able ro pafs 

the Streets in Guiet, Ceſtate prin 

cipics, © wements occurrite morbo. ' 
It the Cloud which rhe Prophet ſaw 8; 
bur of a hands breadth, came atfrex- DRE” | þ 
wards to overſpread the whole Fir- 
mament, whirher may not this come 
which is ſo great already ? More in- 
nocent perſons (witneſs their inot- 
{cenſive and patient carriage, van | 
Cia- 
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94 An Impartial Vindication of 
Clamors and Invettives came about 
their Ears like H9z4-/ot , and they 
mean time u2b 45 a ſheep befor 
. the flearer )than many of the Cler. 
gy arc, were never fo afironted. Heh 
C Fing! Help O P.rhamen ! Heh 
O Krng and Tarlament ! If the 
preſent Clergy be run down, and ex 
tir pare\l, as the late Hierarchy was| 
where wi'l you have ſich another! 
Cancbe NC Co/onzes till the Chuichlf 1 
Say One rhuutand NC and Ejcedf| - 
Miaiſicrs be yet living (which 1 ſup | 
poſe is tne moit ) can we imagine] ! 
what by reaiun of being ſyperarnmu 
zed (as mary of them arc very oid)ſl 
and wha: for other cauics which youſ 
may g'4S at, if a 720ze!y, 1., if there 
be 500 of them now fit for Church: 
ſervice, that may be as many a$1s, 
and can you ſupply Ten thouſand 
Livings with 500 men? They mull 
bc great Plualiſts, and have 10 tj 
20 Livings apicce, it all places bc 
come theirs. Then tor eyer rurn! 
deaf Ear (as 1 am ſure you will) 
upon 
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the preſent Clergy 


upon rhe Nonſenſical Crew of Jeſwzt- 


r:4den People , who would deſtroy. | 


the onely Miniſtery that you can 
have wherewith ro ſupply the N-a- 
tion, and hath in it as many able 
perſons, and learned men, as any 
Ciergy in the world hath ; wou'd 


convert their Lands, to pay old De- 


bentures ; and would turn the 
Biſhops Palaces into Rocks-Neſts, 1 
mean Places for Proken Sharking 
Tradeſmen , transform'd into great 
Committee-men, to \trut and vapor 


in, who have a mind to reduce the 


old Chaos. Is the remembrance of - 
it ſo pleaſant, that any wile unpreju- 
diced man would we ſhould come ro 
it again? God forbjd. I do promiſe 


my ſelf, that when the Parhament 


meets the Anti-Levitical Ratbble, 
or profeſs'd Enemies of the whole 
Tribe of Zevi,who it Aaron were 
alive would take him for Antichriſt, 
ro be ſure would not love him, rhe 
Tribe of Corah, Dathan and Avt- 
ram, ſhall receive ſuch thanks from 
| the 


of England. 9s *% * 


96 An Impartial Vindragtion of - 
the Two Houjes tor the good ſervice 
waich they” have done, with their. 
railing Pamphlets pointed againſt the 
Clergy of Englind, as the nature 
and quality ot their work doth re- 
aire, If thoſe Scriblers beFools,or - 
but half-witted rthen themſelves , 
don't let them think the Two How. 
ſes of Part: wmen! are ſo. They know 
full wel! , that ſober and juſt things 
- mult preſerve them,and the Narion ; 
that they mult empioy a grave,tear- 
ned, pruaent and hongur:zble Clergy, 
and nar bring rhings to a Jevel in 
the, Church, that every upſtart No- 
vice, and Chzicken-peeper, {hal! have 
as great a ſhare in goyerning the 
Church, as thoſe Gamlels,at whoſe 
- feet they might fit with profit one 
Thirty year longer. Bu. poſlibly 
thoſe who make nothing of oftend- 
ing tne King and Parl:ament ; may 
from their rips be loth to dif- 
pleaſe the Pebple or Popalacy, whom 


they look upon to be the Source and 
Cenire of Governmenr, the Alpha 
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= the preſent Clergy of England. 95. | 
and Omega thercof, in which it bes > |} WM! 
vins and'ends;, tor, ſay they, They... **. | W! 
ae the EleQors of their Governors, -—- 3! ih 
they firſk ſet ſuch Rulers over them, 
ſo by the way every Wite dorh of 
onght to take her ewn eleQtion of 
choice of. her Husband ; but when 
that is done, which God hath ap- 
| ointed co govern,and which to obey, 
Thad rather St. Paul, and St. Peter 
Fhould tell. you, than any man that 
$not an Apoſtie. Bur let ſuch as do 
ive a great deference to the People 
now, that muſtitudes of the good 
cople of England (I will nor fay 
It yenture a major part, though 
Woſlibly rhat be crue ) have been, 
nd are greatly fcandalized ar the 
\fronts and Abuſes which have 
een, and from-day to day are pur 
on the prefent Clergy of England: 


| It is an odq, and partza] Notion, 
$If no care ought to be taken about 
andalizing any ſort of People, but 
ofſe which are called D/ſſenters ; 
| H where- 
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whereas the Apoſtle ſaith, Gzve no 
offence to Few or Gentile, nor to the 
Church of ChrifF, Now do not men 
give great offence to thoſe Chriſti- 
ans who conform to the Church, by 
railing at thoſe Miniſters who are in 
and of the. Church to which they 
conform? "Tis a Folly to think that 
the Church of E7g/:ud Proteſtants 
havenot as great a vencration for the 
pious and learned Preachers and Go- 
vernors Which are in the Church, 
( for their Pauls, Apolloes, and Ct 
phas's, (asT was abour to call them) 
as Diſſenters can have for their molt 
darling Miniſters, You think met 
do almoſt 4/aſpheme, when they 
ſpeak againſt your Shepherds ; and 
they, upon as good reaſon, do think, 
you do the ſame, when you ſpeak 
againſt theirs. They know ſeveril 
ot the Conformimg Miniſters to be is 
learned, and godly,ſo far as men a 
in charity judge, as any of yours. 8 *P' 
you fay otherwiſe, they think 7 " Oug 
whetſtone Fr ane 70 You 5 yea, | I 
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the preſent Clergy of England. 99 _ 
reavicr {tone than that, vz7S. the 1} Wit 
#i/[tone,by virtue of that threatning - , | MI" 
Tf our Saviour, He ih2t ſhall offend J4þ 
we of theſe, it were better that a || 
wiſtone were hung about hy neck, | 
wd he cafF into the depth of the ſea; 
or why ſhould ir be a greater dan- 
Ir for other Chriſtians to offend 
ou, than. for you to offend them £ 
ome; who have no ſenſe of fin at 
ll, may yet cafily acknowledge 
to be a principle in Equity that 
We, 152» ought to be as (iy of 
fl ſending other good men, as be 
ould have others to be of off ending 
Im, for one man ws as near and dear 
himſelf, as another man is. I muſt 
ke leave to tell you, thar the C on- 
ming Proteſtanis in England do, 
[| miſtake nor, equal/ize in num- 
Fit not outvie and exceed all the 
jentzng Parties put together. 
in point of virtue and good living, 
WF ought I fee, thoſe who wait on 
© Pu41:ck Miniſtery, and are pro- 
ih edly Sons and Daughters of the 
H 2 Church 
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ido An Impartial Vindication of 
Church of England, do approve 
themſelves as well ( rake them oneffl 
with another ) as thoſe who ue 
altogether to hear in Pr:zvate; y 
ſome of them do acquit themſelye 
better in point of Temperance, 
ftice, Charity, Sobriety, Modeſly 
Meekxeſs, &c. than many of thai 
who jndge them for eating, ( to ul 
the Apoſtles phraſe, Row. 14.) iW 
mean tor Conforming to the Churdy 
of England have done. 

' Now theſe v/#le characters o 
Virtue 'and Goodneſs, are thel 
Fruits, as Chriſt calls them, where! 
men are to be known,or eſtimated 
Trees that are good. 

Moreover as the Sons and Daugi 
ters of rhe Church of England d 
equalize rhe whole Body of Dieu 
ers in u#umoer and wiriye, ſoit! 
molt certain they do far exceed the 
in quality and condition , in weat 
and howour. For beſides thar Ht 
Majeſlly Himſelf, and the gacat 
part of the Royal Family do oi 


then 
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oye dy ro Aa —_— wo: ae 
1 oneflChurch of Zrg/2nd ; is it nor moſt 
WYipparent that the greater part (yea, 
almoſt all) of the ProteiFant No- 
Y1/ity and Gentry of the Nation, do 
profels- themſelves to be Sons and 
Daughters of the Church, of which 
Ylgive this plain proof: When the 

= Members of both the Honourable 
Houſes of. Parliament were requi- 

red, one and all,to receive the Sacra- 

ment after the way of the Church of 
SEngtzrd , 1 preſume ir cannot be 
proved, that ever ſo many as three 
Members in both Houſes did refuſe 

a or refrain te do it, which I look up- 
on as a very good Omen, that our 

8 Parliaments will ever own, 'counte- 

4 0 nance, and ſupport that Church, 'to 
which they profeſs rhemſelves to 
belong , and with which they do 
communicate in the Holy Eucha- 
147, that grand Bond of Union. Let 
me add, that rhe Sons and Daugh- 
ters of the Church haye all che Laws 
and the Authority of the Nation,on 
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102 AnTmpartial Vindication of 
their ſide, that happy wind in their 
backs which blows very {tiff in. the 
Faces of Dzſſenters, and gives then 
all the -repuiſe it can. Now judge 
you, Whether as much care ought 
not to be taken not, ro offend: thoſe 
who beſides that they are as virts 
ous and as good Livers,as our ſelves, 
do equalize, yea probably exceed us 
in zumber,yea, their ſingle Party, 
the Children. of the Church, which 
are all by one Mother, are as many 
or more, as the Children. of the 
Separation, which are by many ſee 
raitmnters ex.gr Presbyteridns, Indr 
penaents, Anabaptifts, Quakers,(fot 
Separation has had I know not how 
many Wives and Children by them 
ail, though by ſome more , and by 
ſome. leſs. ) Ifay that Church which 
doth not only equalize in number C 
goodneſs, the whole Body of Di|- 
{entcrs (much more cach member,or 
diti/ion of the body, which is like 
| Nebuchaduezar;s Image.partly gold, 
Sitoer, iron, clay ;,.) but doth } 
abate 1 ar 


$ 
k 
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far tranſcend the whole Army of the 
Separation in Wealth, Honor, and 
hem Puwer, and all worldly aduantages. 
udge Yea, which is more, hath all the Jaws 
uot of the Land on its fide , the whole 
10le Mcountenance of Authority , which 
Itl-Whath ſet its Face againſt thoſe who 
ves ſeparate from ir. 1 ſay once again, 

du there ought to be as much care taken 
,0 Wl by others not to offend them , as by 
uh hers not to offend others. It this be 
an) Wl not a clear caſe , ler all. the world 
the judge. Let therefore all forts of 
ve M Diltenters forbear odious RefleRions 
del upon the Church of England, and 
tor the Minittery thereof, whereby great 
on F offence is given to a great number 
cn F of men, who, all things laid together, 
by Y xr much more conſiderable than 
cl themſelves, and do not come ſhort 
CY of them, no not in point. of good Ii- 
Ul ving which | 4 pure and.undefiled Ke- 
or i lig:on in Gods ſight) which is the 
thing in which Diſſenters pretend to 
excell. The light which; # within 
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5; man | camo? but tell him, that | 
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104 An Impartial Vindication of 
it does not become him to revile his 
Retters. | 


Put I now think of another in; 


convenience reſulting from Mens re- 
proaching of the Clergy of England, 
viz. They who drive that Trade, di 
mot only wrong the adverſe Part, 
but their own ; For whereas many 
noxconformiſts have poſſiblynever bin 
heard to ipcak one evil word of Con- 
forming perſons , as ſuch, nor did 
eyer ſo much as judge them for their 
Conformity, they ſhall be thought 
guilry of the ſame thing , for your 


ſakes : even thoſe who have great 


love for all good men in the Church, 
or are ready to give them the right 
band of fellowſhip. Some as hot 
ſpirited as your ſelyes, will be ready 
ro ſay, Ab uno diſce omnes, they are 
all alike, all baptized into the ſame 
fſpirir of railing and bitterneſs, and 
would fire and fagot us, as the T4 
piſts did the Proteſrants in Queen 
Maries Reign , were we at rhe! 

= mercy. 
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his mercy. Men will ſeem in you as in 
2 Looking-gla(s,to ſee theFace of the 
whole Party, and will ſuppoſe that 
# Face anſwereth to Face in a Glaſs, 
lo i Heart of one Diffenter to an- 
oper. | 

Is this a ſerv:ce to your Party,to 
rt, make them all ro be thought ſo ma- 
any ny Fur zofo's, Men and Women whoſe 
bin Tongues are ſet on fire from Hell. 
'08- Will any body love and honour you 
did for that charafter? nay , will they 
ir not be ready to caſt out your names 
ph; Nas unſavory falr, not ſo much for 
our your ſeparation, as for your ſpight. 
car ſou injure your ſelves, and your 
ch, fraternity, more than you do thoſe 


7h1 whoſe Enemies you are, ( ſol expreſs 


ot: Fit, becauſe many of them bear no 
dy enmity to you) becauſe the Slande- 
are Wrer is worſe than the ſlandered, by 
bow much it is worſe to //#, than to 
ſuffer. You are the VUrinals by which 
men caſt the water of your Party, 
and finding it very black and muday, 
eir (do think you are all th” 

as 


2-00 An Tmpartial Vindication of 
(as they ſay. Liver-grown)) of 
troubled with anill and aking Spleey 
agairnft a[l perfons that hear Sermong 
in #eeple-bouſes, (as ſome abuſive- 
ty cat} them ) and receive the Com 
#89701 in Churches, without Chim 
Fes. © Is not this the way to make 
your yoke heavier, and your bands 
Aronger ? Co LY 
 -Agatn, there is no queſtion to beſÞ 

made, bur ih kind of doings doth 

much eratifie our common Enemy,vil 
the Papiſts. "Tis Nuts and Sweet: 
mcats co them, to hear one Prote- 
fant rail at another, and to fee then} 

Bic-in each others Faces, ready: to 

plucx out one anothers eyes of 

throats ? Hoe Ithacys oult, Think 
they this will do our work for us 

though we ſic ſtill, They will 7 

down one another like Nzme-pins. 

Let them alone to foul their ow 

Ne#F, and to deſtroy the credit of theF 
Proteſtant Religion; and then wel 

know what we have rodo. Ts this1 

time of day.to help the Papiſts h | 

E \ | 


466. a  <ObEE Neatne  II. n.4 
—— II 


| | 
j 
il 


3% 
by 
; 
| bh : 
- 
l 1 
A [ \ 4. 
: \ 
: "ne , 
'Y [ 
' i 
T'1 F 
*4 _w_ 
4 - xa 
: : o 
: p 
x 
F < 
, ” 
[| 
; - 
ft 3 __ 
£ :, - 
| . » 
| ; 
| 3 
[1 > 
i JF Lo 
- 
"81 ; 
bl vi 
| < 
: : A 
' : . 
: q . % 
: þ - 
| , 
. F; Ng 
ol F i Bm 
: 
[5 
mn ! 
:..42 
i 3 or 
1 ; 4 
. is 
1 4 | 
. $| .* 
T 0'2N : 
" "4 ” " 
'9 - ; 
> | b] 
*+\ + 
: { F* 
$ 2 
y] : 
4 | 1 
| . 
" p 
TA 
- i af 
my 
@* 2.5 I [2  &-- . 
” . - n 
_» * . 
_* s 
: A's, * 
* - » 
; 9H > 
= 
Df 
! Fa | 
x 
| - * 
. [ bk. 
i bs 
{ , £ 
; | 
>| ff. 
| i & 
; L 
* 
o 
ina 
| 4 
1 
* % 


a 


Ants - one - 


—————— 
EE <=. 
CR en III 
= — —_—_— 


2008 
4 roll '\# wn « 4 
_— 5. 

F ” fd \ <"*r3 4 of. vis 
"SE y gore Mt , p 
L l'2 GRAD, . - c o , N I7a.- 
NN ol = $2,008 b- ns fe $6 _ . ; _—_ 
o of \ : - - 
dd OO” hy I TIS, « Ss, _ 4 
WS, x EY ee 


3 25 + © og WY 
6 hp 


do their work? Shall - peapas 
become in effteA Complotters with 
Romaniſis, to deſtroy themſelves ? 
God forbid. Are you not ſenſible 
that theſe things do make the 
breach betwixr orcs outs wider, 
and divide them more at. a time 
{ben they are concern d to unite 
and join as one man, to oppoſe the - 
Ommon Enemy. 1 ſuſpect the hand' 
of Joab, of the Papiſts, T mean , is 


Fin this thing. They make us call 


one - another names upcn ſlight 
prounds, Tit. Peligians, Socinans, 
Popiſbly afefted, when God knows 
Wome thatarc,or have been ſo called, 
Wave not one grazn of any of thoſe 
rrors in their heads or hearts. No- 
bing can. pleaſe Papiſts fo well, as 


jo ſee warm Proteſrants Planting 


bezr Canons againſt one anorker, as 
rho ſhould fay, they would 4a1ter 
ach other to the ground. Thus ſome 
Ingry and bufic men do make 42 
ay-game of as ſound Proteſtants 
| 6 themſelves tor Romaniſts to laugh 
} | al, 


108 An Impartial Vindication of 
at. Thus whiP{t men pretend to he 
caſting Religion into a Furnace, that 
ir may come forth more refined 
like Gold , they calt ir like droſs in 
to-a Fire, to be wholly waſted and 
conſumed. . : ; 
Again, what do odious Refledti- 
ons generally produce, but rainy 
for railing, and reviling for Yeu: 
ling? Onecalls him that differs ſrom 
him in Opinion, Kzave or Heretick 
and he calls him Foo/ or Durce fot 
his pains; and each ir may be calls 
the other out of his name, and what 
15 gotten by ir on cither fide ? Say 
that the Miaiſters or People who art 
zy, and thoſe who are ozt of tht 
Church of England, ſhould go and 
write one anothers Zzves, fergniny 
ſome rhings of, and aggravaiin 
other things, agaznſi each other; | 
fancy 4oth ſides would come of 
with /ofs, and ſhazze, and the commu 
Enemy would ſtand and cry, Ab: 
Ah! fo wonld we have tt, 
"Tis pleaſant ro obſerye how tht 
: polemid 
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o be Mpolemzch wits, the Writers of I1n- 
that veZ7:wes, the Duelliſts, do rake their 
ined 1177s. He that writes firſt againſt 
$ in-Wlany man for a moneth, or two, or 
andthree, more or lefs , rides about in 
 Erciumphb, compaſſed abour with the 
eQi-f Euge's and Applanſes of his own | 
/ngearty, (if he has done excellently ' 
evi well, or if he has not ſo written, as 4 
rom that they are aſhamed of it ) he is 
ich for that time the Knight that has 
for led the Gyant, bur, bie-and-bie, 
calls the Gyant r;ſeth up again, and fills 
vhat the Knight ; then there is as much 
Say triumphing on the other fide for a M1; 
are} feaſon. "Tis feldom ever concluded ' MIKE 
the on both ſides, which had the berrer ; 81 
of it, bur one faith his Cock of the Wil || 
Game bear, and the other ſaith his [; 
did, fo 4oth beat, and both were __ © 'F 
beaten, and the matrer will not fully | WR? 
fl be agreed till the day of judgment. = {| 
He that 22/5 downright, is cenſur'd 
of all as dul} and ſpightful; he thar 
gives himſelf ro be w277y in ſuch 
tcheſl Writings, is counted by ſome /;ghi 
wit _ and 
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and :r:f/zng ; but he that mixeth no 
wit therewith, is counted ſo unplea- 
fant, that no body will read him. For. 
"tis the merry Andrew that: makes: 
the Show-to be cared for, TI declare 
ſenſibly, I know nothing that any 
body gets by Paper-dnels,about mint, 
aniſe, and cummin, but I doubt Reli- 
gz0n Joſeth infinitely by them. 


. Give me a Conſc:entzons Man to 
ſpeak ro (ſuch another as your ſelf 
is Sir ) and I will tell him one Ar- 
gument more, which will more pre- 


vail with him than moſt of the reſt, 
Odrons Refletions upon Miniſters 


and Miniſtery ( as it might be upon 


that of the Church of England Jought 
carefully to be avoided, becauſe they 
ao weaken their hands, as to the 
great work of converting and ſaving 
Souls; and beiter it were that a 
milſtone ere hung about a mans 
neck © himſelf caſt intothe ſea, than 
that he ſhould obſtruft that work, 
A Miniſter laid under great pYy 

ce, 


the preſent Clergy of England, 11x 
dice, is. like a Sword with the cdge 


Wiurnced : Chriſt himſelf did no migh- 


iy works 7n h1s own Country, becauſe 
of their unbehef, Mar. 13. 5. which 
ſprung from their prejudice, a 
yant of eſteem of him, ver. 17. 


" If you think there are no Mini- 


ſters of rhe Church of Eng/and, who 
defign their Preaching for the ſaving 


Wo Souls, or know how to manage 


then-ſelves for that purpoſe, or how 


to go about it, you are very ach s- 


ritable, ſelf-conceited and ignorant. 
They preach the ſame Goſpel which 
you do, and why may it not proſper 
as well jn their hands as yours ? St, 
Paul faith, Rom. 14. Deſiroy not 
him with thy meats for whom Chriſt 


dyed: And I fay deſtroy not hiny 


with thy prejudice, whilſt vou g0 
about to perſuade the People that 
21, or. molt of their pnb/:c& Minilters 


Yate either unſound in their heads, or 
tnſanttified in their hearts, or both. 


By ſo ſaying, you do as much as in 


jou is, to make all that they ſhall 


preach 


112 An Impartial Vindication of 
preach of none effea. They think 
under correction , that. ſeveral of 
them have the Spirit of God as well 
as you, and doubtleſs ſo they haye, 
Muit your peevz/hneſs and cenſori- 
ouſneſs help ro damn the Souls of 
others ? If you would have the Go 
pel to run and be glorified, ſec that 
you govern your unruly tongues, 
and remember Gods words to M:- 
riam, Wer t thou not afraid to ſpeat 
againſt my ſervant Moſes? ( who 
was one of Gods Prophets)Num.1, 
Lay your hands upon your hearts, 
and mouths, and be ſilent ; elſe the 
blood of Souls, ro whom you haye 
render'd the Ordinances of God intf- 
feftual, may cry louder againſt you, 
than ever your voice can do apaink 
thoſe learned, pious, and able Pres- 
chers, with whom God hath bleſſed Þ: 
the Church of England at this 
day. Will 
F am well aware what thoſe people 
would be at,wwho lift up their voice! 


Like a Trumpet againlt the Clerg] 
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of Ml have them laid aſide as uſeleſs weſ- 
vel cs; rhey would gladly ſee their 
ve downfall, at which they would cry, 
i- Babylon & fallen, # fallen ; Tou 
of 20uld fain extirpate the Miniſtery 
Goof England, r00t and branch, and ſce 
hat the Honor of it lying (as ſome years 
es, Wſince it did ) in the duſt. How would 
Mi you rejoyce 212 zts ſtones, and: take 


eak pleaſure tw.the dui? thereof ? but in 


rho Ya quite different ſenſe from what the 
12, 7 (a/1i57 meant by thoſe words.God 
res, forgive you, you know not what you 
the ſay, or would do,if you could. 


I preſume the Folks of that ſtrain 
yould have no Miniſters at all , for 
hey know there are not outed Mini- 
as enough , to ſupply one tenth 
art of the places in England and 
his Foes ; and as for the Conforming 

Wlinifters they would have their 
ple Fouths ſtopr, and there are none bur 
cet i thoſe :2p0 ſorts, conſequently you 
44] ould' have none; You x "a a Fa- 

of T mme 
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ink © of England, viz. They would gladly 
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mine of the Word of God,which you 
ou;nt ro &read & deprecate.l imagin 
who you are, and whence you haye 
received your principles. You muſt 
needs be cither He&6:/?s,or Atheiſts 
or Fifth- Monarchy men, or Qu:1hers, 
or Jeekers, Or Ranters, or Sweet 
finzers of I-ael, or Papaiſts , who 
would have no o Proteſtant Clerg;l 
yea, had rather there ſhould be none 
at all. Tfear nor to ſay that moſt d 
theie, bat even now recited, are the 
Sens and Daughters of Folly, ani 
Nonſenſe , the bold Impriſoners 
truth im unighteouſncſs ; people that 
have forced and rawviſhed their Ret: 
_ ſons and Cor ſczences, offered violence 
10 tnemſelves, for who can doubt 
a God bur he that has done fo ? and 
of thar belief are ſome of thelc. 
Thoſe are the Pioneers, who na 
ir their buſineſs ro undermine Rel 
CiON, Or tO evaporate it into Emnthu 
# {1l1n and Aagneſs, But it Got 
ſhould ever ſuffer their hand to fin 
out this their Enterprize, it is calt 
[( 


the preſent Clergy of England.” 11 5 
to foreſce whar the effe& and conſe- 
quence thereof would be, vzz. an 
an inundation of Atheiſme , Infi- 
delity, Prophaneſs, Popery, Debau- 
chery, Ataxy, Anarchy, Jacriledge, 
and Contempt of all that #« called 
Holy; all ſenſe of good and evil,and 
C the d:ſt;nffion betwixt both, would 
"Wl ve /of?, 241 appre henſtons of futnre re- 
wards © pn ſhment would be defaced, 
it not o4/zterated, and extinguiſhed, 
all cap:tal puniſhments would be de- 
ſpiſed(for ſetting alide the confidera- 
tion of a future eſtate, who would fear 
tolet the breth go our of his noſtrils) 
ſand conſequently all c:22/ and hu- 
mancGovernment muſt be diſſoly'd,& 
the world 'muft be brought into per- 
ect confuſion, as in the enlargement 
of theſe heads will appear. Arheiſnz 
"You'd certainly cover the Land, as 
Waters cover the Sea, it there were 
Wo Preaching, but the People left as 
"Plicep without a Shepherd; for if it 


he Word of God is like a Standard 
, I 2 lifted 


* 2057 ro — Arca WR re eee a ett ne ie ed 


ome in like a F]o0d,even now whi[ it - 
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lifted up againſt it, whilſt it meets 
with continual oppoſition, whatwould 
ir not do, if the divine Oracles were 
ilcnccd, if men might go from City 
ro Ciry, fccking the Hons. of God, 
and not be able to find ir ? A Fire 
that burns vehemently, though water 
be cait upon it, and Engines play| 
azainit ir, how would it rage, if it 
were leit to burn ad extremum virt 
71m, if no oppoſition were made to 
ir? How drench't in Atheiſm arc 
thoſe parts of rhe world,. where the 
Goſpel is nor, or hath not been pres: 

ched ? If God were quite out 
Gght, would he not be quite our of 
mind 2 my meaning is, if God were 
not ſer before the eyes of men in the 
Miniitery of his Word, would he not 
be quite forgotren, and in time dil: 
own'd, and deny 4 T. 

Now if Atheiſm would get ſuch 
hcad by deſtroying. and extirpatin 
the Freachers of Gods Word , to 
ſaxe Tajidelity, or disbelief of tt 
dotT4-me of our Suviour, would gil 

; groun: 
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ground mych more: Againſt Arhe- 
iſm we have the Light of Mitnre, 
cre fl or Law of God written 1pn the 
ity Wl Table of our hearts, to preterve us 
rod, WM from ir, beſides the diftates of D-- 
rire' il 217e Revelation, and the written 
ater MW Word; but Divine Revelation is all 
y0 il we have to gyard and defend us 
i it from Infide/zty, which makes it far 
rl more cafie for men to turn 7749: 1, 
cto Fl than to turn Athe;ſts, If the weees 
arc of Infidelity do ſpring up very 
the FW much in the Garden of the Church, 
re whil {t dreſt, and carctully lookt at- 
r ol ter, how would they overfpread all,if 
rofl there were no ſpiritual Gardeners, it 
were I may fo call the Miniſters 'of Gods 
1 the Word, to be 'weeding them up from 
© not time ro time ? 
That an inundation of Frophane: 
neſs and Debauchery would cntuc, 
upon extirpating the Preachers of | 
God's Word, is not to be doubted;  \ 
tor where Atheiſm and Infidelity g0 
before, they mult needs follow after; 
witneſs Pſal. 14. 1. The Fool Fatk 
| Ly fee 
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118 An Imfpartial Vindication of 
ſaid in his heart there & no God, 
Corrupt are they, and have dine 
abommable works. Let there be no 
Sluice ro keep out the Hood 
Athezſm, and I will undertake a (ty 
ſhall be as 74ude as a Camp, and Vice 
ſhall ſhew it ſelf as publickly as now 
Virive doth. Honeſt men thall grow 
almolt as ſcarce in Zondcr, as they | 
were in Sodomn,and in Jeruſalcz,when 
it was ſaid, See zf ye can find cne man 
that executeth judgment, &c. Or as 
they were in Noa/'s time, when cight 
perſons were all that were thought 
worthy to cſcape the general deluge, 
Then may we preſume. that /yang 
will be as common as ſpeaking of 
iruth is now ; Perjury as common, 
as Lying; Adultery as common, as 
Marriage ; and Inceſt, as Adultery; 
and Sogdomy,as cithcr: then , as we 
have reaſon to think Cheating, Rob- 
bine, Plundering , Rapine and Vio- 
lence, thall beas common as Buy:ng 
and Se//;yg are now;and what would 
quickly be the caſe of theſe No- 
tions, 


FY , 


E 


rod, Ml tions, it Things were at that 


one Wl pas * 

> n0 Kow- much cz7z/;> d have ſcyeral 
| of Ml places been, where rhe Goſpel hath 
"ity | becn powerfully preached, above 
[ice Ml thoſe 1n which it never was? The 
ow I preaching of the Goſpel has made 


many Chriftzans firlt and laſt, bur 
more ca ; 1 mean, it hath morally 
1cn Nl reform d a great many morc People, 
zan Ml than it hath ſuTimgly regenerated « 
as MW oi a perſon morally retorm'd , or 
rhe I brought ro good Erhzicks, it may be 
he Ml faid, as our Saviour ſaid of that 


mn il ihe Commandments from hy youih. 
of | rity theu art mot far from the 
n, | 4:ngau of God. There js a ſtep be- 
as i vond ihofe Virtnes which Socrates, 
'; | Ariſiides, Plutarch and Plito were 


'e Nl jams {or, which is neceſiary for us. 


þa Chriſtzans, who enjoy the Gofpct ro 
g- take if ever we would be ſaved, 
7 | though puiſibly God accepted at 
theer hands what they under their 
> | datk circumilances perform'd upon 
= & the 
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pe, | man, who cold him he had kept all. 
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the account of Chr:ſt, and of the 
Covenant of Grace, (though to them 
unknown ) bur ſurely God requireth 
more of us, than ot them ; For t5 
whom much u given, of them much 


is required: But next unto their : 


happineſs who are got within (or 
into) the Kingdom of God by ſuper- 


natural grace, is theirs, who arc not 


far from that Kingdom, fo that it is 
bur taking a few ſteps further, and 
they are there ; but where Men,and 
Women , are not ſo much as cw 
Li2'd, they may be ſaid to be as far 
from the Kingdom of God,as the Eaſt 
is from the Weſt, and ar that diſtance 
would the extinction of the Goſpel 
. put the greateſt part of men amongſt 
us. 

_ A fourth miſchief which the cx. 
tirpation of the preſent Miniſtery of 
Engl.md would produce, or prepare 
for, would be ihe introduttion of the 
Religion which we all profeſs (6 
much to hate and dread, viz. Fopery. 
Atheiſts, Tnfidels, and Debanuchees, 


arc 
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are Papiſts in proxima Ppotentia , 
that is.a little matter will make them 
ſo. The firſt matter, as being with- 
out any form, is ſaid to be capable 
of all forms. Raſa tabula, or un- 
written Paper is capable of having 
any thing written thereupon. They 
are aS ſoit wax, to receive the im- 
preſſion of Zopery, when under any 
Penalty it ſhall be impos'd upon 


them. An Atheiſt, and Debauchee, 


will never 7#rz for any Religion 
whatſoever, but will fay as one did 
in that caſe, viz, That he came znto 
the world raw, and was loth to go 
out of zt roaſted. wo 

Acain, One that is an Arhezſr &nt 
in part, pro hic © mnimc, now and 
then,or as it were by firs and mods, 
iS much more inclined to be a {.2- 
fiſt, than if he were an Athez't at all 
tmes, and to all intents and p1rpo- 
ſes; becauſe a man who hath ſome lit- 
tle remainder of Conſcience cit in 
him, is more inclin'd ro take ro one 
Religron, or another , than one in 
fe whom 


ms om 
: _ _— Ong 
_ -_ 
— _ — "m 


' 


122 An Imparttal Vindication of 
whom Conſczence is perfectly cxtind, 
And 1hc reaſon of that 1s, becauſe 
a working,and awaken'd Conſcience 
( be it ſo but now and then ) cannot 
be. paciticd , and gquictcd , without 
ſumerhing of Religion. UZ 1 the 
Lord accept of ihoii (ads 0 of rams, of 
ten thouſand rivers of ol? Shall] 
give my firſl-born for my franigreſ | 
on, ihe fruit of my body, for the jm 
of my ſoul? Micah 6.7. Something 
conſcience puts them upon doing and. 
ſuffering, that they night be ar reſt 
and peace within themſelves. Now 
this 1s the ady antagc which Pp 
Prieſts and Jeſu:ics do take, tor the 
purpoſe of making Profelyies: this 
is their Hzrveſt, when mpg avc cot 
tracted a worſd of gzlt by an athc- 
tftical, debauchca <a of life, heir 
Conſcicnces bc gin ro be uncaſie, and 
like ihe troubled Sea, which ca 
forih art and mare, then th ey 
a "cn for lome man of God to fed 
word m1 [ect{on, tor their relict and 
online no ſooner do theſe my 
L141 


the preſent Clergy of Eng!a and. 

tual Mounteban © y ar eprtn FP: boys 
I mean , hcar cf any perſons ( ci- 
pecially of quality ) their being in 
great agony and &@ſirrſs of mind,un- 
der a wounded conſcicnco, Wer. bur 
they labor to become the 7/1 /icp.77's 
of his Soul, cndcavour tO get hþim 
for their Za7zent, pretcn ing that 
they have ſuch balm for wounded 
Conſciences in their G:l::d , as the 
like is no where clſc ; tncy can cure 
it, though the wound be never 10 
deep, as eafily as 2 17 frger, their 
nſtrum is infallible , by the Power 


where they turn, _ fr; THULE 


tate a piece of Bread into a God, 
what can_they not do ? They will 
undertake to cure co, 7ifo, f9 11 

mnde ; ſpeeauly, ſafely , pledfuntiy, 

vith very eaſie and cheap rem: dics, 
They will bur cnjoin a ſtrict Zen, in 
which you muſt abſtain from a'l 
feſh-meats, mcan time allowing you 
to cat of the moſt aciicions znd 
nouriſhing ſort of Fiſhes, made high- 
ly palatable with the rarck Sauces, 
Come 


124 An Impartial Vindication of 
come- the worlt to the worſt , an 
Epiſpaſtic Plaiſter ro your backs, 
laid on ar your own diſcretion, ] 
mean a little gentle /2/o:7g,or whip. 
ping of your ſelves, fo as to leavea 
tew bliſters behind it; Oh that will 
ler our all the {inful malignant ſerum, 
and make you as ſound as a Fiſh, 


Your Pop:/h Divines are the oneiy 
Men who can give a Balaam his wilh 
( or rather who pretend they can do 
ſo ) v:s. make him ro die the death 
of a righteons man, who never liv'd 
any ſuch life. They are the onely 
men who haye Heaven to ſell , if 1 
man hath but money enough to /:y 
it; and whoſe Religion is ſo fayou- 
rable towards rYzch people,that hard- 
ly any of them can fall ſhort of Hea: 
ven ( according to what they de 
clare) unleſs he be ſo fo0/:/hly ſtingy, 
thar neither /;ving, nor dying,he will 
give any thing conſiderable to theit 
CRmck | 

One humor the Rowmrh Dey 

an 


king. They will reſolve you any caſe 
of Conſcience, juſt as you would 
have it 'reſolv'd, if they can bur 
know your mind. Were that pra- 
dice bur ſafe ( as doubtleſs it is nor, 
but very pernjcious to the Souls of 
men ) who would not be of that 
Religion ? | 


Moreover , the Rom/h Religion. 


hath as pleaſant $a/vo's for the 
edit and reputation of People, as 
for their Conſciences, ex. gr. No 
Woman ought to be counted a Whore, 
ow 4 juſtly ſo call d, who hath not 
committed folly with TEN T HOU- 
SAND MEN, and then, as good 


luck is, I hope there may be ne'r a 


Whore in the World. This ſweet 


complaiſant Religion , which doth 
thus Secome all things to all men, 
that it may win all, would doubr- 
ſs very cafily obtain amongſt us, 


in Debauchery, ſo laden with Guilr 


England, 


\f 
Jp 
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ind Caſuifts have, which is very ta- 


and overſpread a Land fo drench't 


s Englind is, if the Church of 
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England, arid eſpecially rhe Mini. 
ttcrs thereof were not a ſtrong Bul- 
wark againit ir. Do bur demoliſh 
tc Clergy of Engl 1d, do but once 
TITOW down that hedee, and it will 
be as cafic for Zopery to come in, [ 


. hadalmoſt faid,as for aFith ro ſwan, 


or a Bird to fre 
Again, Ataxy, Anarchy and Con: 
jſio would certainly enſue, upon 


gt deſtiution of rhe Church and 


Clergy of Engl.rnd. 

Surely. the ſucceſſive Kings of 
Englmd l.ave had no Subjects who 
have {tuck cloſer ro them, than their 
Clergy _ done, both in the Un 
ver [iizes and in all Parts of the King- 


dom ; neither have any ſort of men 


a ercatcr ſenſe of their dependance 
upon their King. Now do bur de- 
ttroy the Clergy of Fnzlind, and 
you will find che Cowil rake 
f England to be ftais pede 7n 1, 
LE to iand but upon one foot, 
which is both an mneaſie and an tt 


{fe poſture, and it is probable that 


in 
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won that neither, Whenſoevecr 
Aaron departs, Moſes. will miſs him; 
ind roo many there are who {trike 
at Moſes thorow the loins of Aaron. 
If the Church be confounded,. the 
ate cannor long continue in good 
Order, They who deſtroy 'd theTem- 


ple of Fer uſculem, did they nor de- 


&, the Cy alſo? 
Had I not been bred in Times ho 
which I had ſeen both Z:ccleſarftical 


and C20} Government pluckt up by 


the roots, I ſhould never have had 
hoſe dreadful apprehenſions of what 
Jam now ſpeaking,as now I have. 


. What but utter and Pabetlike 
contuſion can enſue, when the Go- 
rernment that was in being is demo- 
liſhed, and no other, worthy of that 


name, put in the room of it ? This 


They who did pull. 


was our calc. 
doW1 Epiſcopacy, know not whar, or 


how, to £uz/d up inftead thereof (for 


heh unskilful 4rchitefFs can build 
on- 


in that caſe & would nor long ſtand 
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nothing but Babels, nor know they 
. how to-fini/v them neither. 

When the hedge of God's Vine 
yard is once pull down,what ſhould 
binder the w2/d Bores, and the it 
the Foxes from coming in to dcliroy 
it? A Church without a Govern 
meit, is like a Ship without a Flt, 
tett ro the mercileſs erueſtics , or 
cruel mercies of the winas and 
waves, rocks and ſands, and in emi- 
nent danger of being quite loſt. ] 

the men ot Billing ſeate,who compals 
the Church of Fneland from day to 
day witch the ſound of their Rams 
borns, their Railings I mean, could 
make the walls thereof to fall before}; 
them, like the walls of Ferzcho, who 
fees not what would be nexr 2 Thenſh 
they who pretend to hate 1dohs, 
would forthwith fall ro committing 
S icriledge,then would the late Chaos 
return upon us, and it would be no 
MOre 0mm Comeſt.: 2 Belo, but aþþ 
 Draccnes.Bel would be ſwallowd up; 


of the Dy.rgor,the world would de: 
yout 


: * v Co—_ 


\ 


of 
they 


our the Church, and its mourners, 
which were given to encourage 


/ine- 
ouldFrou!d be concern'd to grarite the 
 litWride and avarice of a few ſeculr 
iroynen, who have'no more right there- 
'er#Þuro , than you and i have to the 
"lotFrown of Span. 

, Orff Methinks I ſee a number of 4- 
and}zys whoſe mouths are watering, 
emi-Ynd whoſe fingers itch after thar 
- Iiedge of gold, and that Babyloni/b 
1palsÞirmenr ( as they had wont to call 
1y tot) which they rhought fate well 
amiFſon their own backs,thoughdoubc- 
ouldſis nothing was ever more unbe- 
cloreflpming, than to ſee Laymen mounted 
whoſhon 1he Churches Horfe,and Church- 
Cheer :hemſe ves going on foot ; Lay- 
dots, en dwelling in Bz/bops Palaces,and 
cringe rightful Owners inhabiting poor 
ha0fÞprrages. 

e nf lam of Opinion that as many of 
ut Wt Jate Purchaſers of Church-lands 
'd Ware modeſt men ( if we ſuppole 
] defy of them to be ſuch ) had they 
yout _ K- the 
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earning, and promote Devotion, 
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the ſame opportunity as heretofore, 
to-enter upon the rights, means and 
poil-ifions of the Charch,would bluſh 
and tremble ro do it ( as we may 
imagine a young Thzef to-do the 
f:r{i time that he picks a Pocket, or 
demands a Purſe upon the High: 
way.) Sarely ſome of theſe JY-wurcha- 
ers would not have theſe Land 
again, it another uſurped Powe 
ſhuuld make them the irce render 0 
them. 
Bur as for the hardened -and 
feared ſort of [acrilegions Simmer, 
methinks ] hear them cry , Gzte m 
ry Church-lands again, my Bijho 
on Neans Palices, Re. or I aye 
( Holen water ws (wweet. )) Do the 
For if nothing will jerve your tur 


bu: Nrhotb's Vineyard,] mean thaf 


which is none of your own, bur ded 
cated to. pious Uſes, 'tis pity y0 


jhountid livo. Why may you not af 


weil fay , Gzve me my Netghbor 
wife, or | dye? For fccular me 
tave no more right ro Church N 

Venuc 


j 


"I 


of | the preſent Clergy of England. 13: 
fore, ſyenues, than Dawid had ro UVriahb's 
and Wife when he was living. This is 
bluſh p'ain a caſe, that ], for my part,do 
may{not deſpair of ſeeing ſome of the 
 theſſlite Purchaſers, who are rh men, 
t, orflmaking reſ{ztutzon, Zachens-like, of 
Jigh-pll che weaich which they have got- 
rchaten [ucrilegiouſly, and returning it to 
andtic ftock of the Church. 
*owerfht MerthinksT hear fome one or more 
er olfef the late Purchaſers lying upon a 
$c4-5ed, under the daily expeCtati- 
d -andons of approaching death, thus be- 
vnerimoaning himſelf, Wo is me that I 
we mould have ſo little wzr, and leſs 
7 ſhopFprace, as to invade the undoubred 
' ayeFights of the Church; That I ſhould 
thenſpreſlume to devour holy things ( for 
r turlo is every thing, in a ſenſe, that is 
n thaſdevored ro Religious Uſes ) both 
r dediiool and Knave that I was to part 
y yovith that which was /2wfully my 
10t aÞwn, ro purchaſe that which could 
hborÞpever truly become mine, to let go 
r melvy real property,to buy the property 
ch Rot 5g = 4 ſore TN => 
cnuc K 2 wills. 
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wills, T1 muſt needs be unjuſt, in 
alienating that without, and again 
 {.w,which was veltcd in other men 
by Z:wWw., The Land which I bought, 
did by an unrepealed Law belong to 
the Church, and there never was 
{iv ( or power that was abl: to 
make 1 Law ) rhat did alter the 
property of it ; and though 'it was 
not { that did rake upon me to {ell 
the Church's Land, or did cauſe, 
avrprove them to be 0/4, yet I pre 
ſum'd to 4uy them, and fo doing, | 
the Proverb be true, viz. That th 
Recetver « as bad as the Thief : | 
that bought them, was, in cffect, a 
enilty as thoſe thar ſo/4 them. 0! 
that I had taken warning by what : 
great Z,0o7d gave in charge to his It 
when he was taking leave of hi 

upon the Scaffold, viz, Medale 
( ſaid he) wwrh more or leſs of th 
Church-lind ; for if' you have bi 
ever {o little of it, it will prove | 
a moth or canker, which wall in tm 
deſfroy the whole. The ſeeminl 
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{mles of Providence in thoſe days, 


upon ſuch enterprizes as thoſe, made 
me venture, bur ſince the fame Dtr- 
ine Providence hath ſo ſeverely 
19793 d upon the Adventnrers 'in 
iacriZedge, I have had no reſt in my 
ſpirir, ' but been as a troubled Sew, 
cating forth dirt and mire. Had 1 
wherewzthall, T would make the 
Church molt ample ſatisfaction , I 
would repay what I had borrowed, 
or rather parlozn d or rawihh'd from 


thence, with great overp/zs > in how 


much more peace ſhould I die, it I 
could bur do ſo, than now I am like 


Yo do! yea., it would be a kind of 


bl} to me, to think of dying before 
thar were done, but that God hark 
ſaid, Where there s a willing mind, 
(as I am ſure thereis in me to make 
rettitution ro the Chmrch , if | had 
wherewithall ) God accepts arcorg- 
ing to what a man hath, and not ac- 
cording to what he hath not. 


But others on the contrary hand 
K 2 there 


4 Ws 
= 
po on 
”__ 2 4 we 3 ORC EAA VET gr hs > He. > 
OOO) OW AN I EO YO OT GO TR Tng ey OI Ie ers 


, —_ - 
SENS NY et AE FOES ens coupinti97. © Pp IT an TS eprnnn agg tony Yrs 9 - - 4 & 1 _ ” 
- - ———- —_—_ a ad. wy 
” — 
* _ bon _ —_— 
RE CON _—_— " , 


mp — 4 
— —_— —_ 
_- wary = OR 
— _ _ — 
_ =——_ —_ 
——_ % 


'_—_ PR eo a ii 
” 
Pn 


134 An Impartial Vindication of 


there are akin to that Emperor,whoſe 
Motto was, Quocungque modo rem, 
i.e. Give us wealth, how ſoever 
we come by it, whoſe teeth du yet 

water after the Revenues ct the 
Church, as our Ahabs do attcr Ny 
boths Vineyard. They fancy they 
could diſſolve a good Deanery 
Bijhoprick , as Clecpalra did her 
Jewel, in any convenient V chic, 
and drink it off ar one draught ; not 
bur that thoſe very men do ov " At 
many of the preſent Churchmer are 
very honeſt and worthy men ; that 
they are Gwelfs(to allude roa well 
known Story ) bur their Revenues 
are Gibellines, they are not Ault 
chritzan,but their Houſes and Lanus 
are ſo. Bur our upon the Hypocriſe 
which ſcems to iirike at Anrichrifh, 
bur aims at Maummcor 5 that would 
make Clergymen poor , under pre 
tence of making rhem To much the 
more hones7, bur for that only inten, 
that they through their poverty 


might be made rich. *Tis not 10 
much 


the preſent Clergy of Engiand. 135 
much the deſ?roy/ng of rhe richly 
decked Whore of £Zaty/un, that 
ſome would be ar, as the p/;;nderime 
and pittaging of her ; they carc not 
for burnng ber fleſh with fire, lo 
they may bur poſdeſs her rich Jew- 
els, and coſtly Ornaments, waen that 
is done, the may live as long as ihe 
can for them. Some are ready to 
cv, Overturn, overturn, overturn, 
v3. the whole Ecclefiatticai Conſti- 
tution,and reyenue, bur cannot add, 
tall be fh:ll come whoſe right it v; 
bur their meaning is, riil it come in- 
to their hands who have no righr to 


it, But may I never :ive to ſce that | 


day, when Learning and lJarned 
men ſhall be ftarV'd, Tenorance pre- 
vail againſt Knowledge, Profaneſs 
get the aſcendent of Zyeiry, Rape 
and Force overcome Right ant, Ju 
ftice, where tew, or no man, ſhail be 
left able ro defend true Religion 
again{t the Enemies thercot, T5. 
Atheiſts, Papiſts, &c. becauicno cn- 
couragement given to any man tO 
K 4 be 
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129 An Impartial Vindicaticn of 
be a $:udent. Was not that the very 
courſe wy full: 14 the Apoſiate 
went to deitroy the Chriltian Name 
Out of tne world, and {hali we tread 
in his ſteps ? 

They bid fair for ir, who are al. 
ways railing againlt the _ or 
Churchmen _ as it they were not 
worthy to live , though a "ſs ma- 


ny of rhem are as honeſt, ingenious, 


deſerving men as live. \) 

It ever God for our fins ſhail fut- 
fer the Miniltery ot Fngt. ind to be 
rootcd our, the "diſma! conſequence. $ 
thercof ( ſome, it nota!l) ate calle 
to be forcſeen | 

Merhinks in that caſe T hear the 
Jound of the Trumpel,and the al wm 
of War \T force, garments relied 1 
blood, } acar the Nobility and Gen- 
iry of Enzlind crying out, We will 
ſubmit ro no {Innovations in the 
Church, no New-fangied Govern: 
mMents, we will die upon the Spor, be- 
"_ e we wiil acccpt of any but the 


12nt Goyornment of the Church. 
Nic 
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Methinks I hear Churchmen ſay- 
irg jn that caſe, What care we tor 


our Lives, fince we have loſt our 


Livelinoods and Employments ; it 
Soldicrs rurn Ciurclmen ( as ſome 
jave done heretofore ) we Will turn 
Sclders, and try it we can diſpeſ- 
ſes them, as they have done us; we 
can but die, when rhe worſt comes 
to the worſt; and happrer is he who 
dieth by the ſword, than he that pt- 
rh away with famine. 

He that hath but one cye, may 
ſce that the Pcople who are always 
reproaching and undermining the 


(burch and Churchmen of England, 


do take a dirc courſe to put us all 
into 4/ovod, I would moreover teil 
that T7 zbe of Tſſuchar, which is al- 
ways Viiitying the Tr:be of Lew, 
that they do rake the direct courſe 
to bring upon their own heads the 
Hood not of one Civil War only,but 
uſo all rhe blood which hath in all 
Ages been ſhed by the Perſecutors 
4 the Chim ch, whole practices they 
do 
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138 An Impariial Vindication of | t 
do riſe up and juſtifie, by doing th 
fame thingas our Saviour ſaid roth 
Jews, Luk. 11. 49, 5o. Thus ſilk 
the wiſdom of God, I will ſend thin 
Prophets and Apoſtles, and ſome 
them they ſhall fliy and perſecute 
That Xu blood of all the Prophet, 
which was ſhed from the found.ttt, 
of the world,m ry be required of thi 
generation. E-om the blood of Abe 
unto the blood of Zacharias; Ver 
T ſay unto you, it ſhall be required [2 


this generation. 
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' May I not by this time ie preſu 
that 1 have now ſaid enough to prijþ 
vail with all thar have or ſhall rea 
theſc Jines, for cver to forbear pe 
ſecuring the Minilters of God 
Word, with the perſecution of thel 
Tonenes, as ſharp almoſt as rhar « 
Swords. Some would think-I hay 
ſaid more than enough upon rhat ac 
count,bur yer being miltruſtiul wit 
in my ſelf, tnar what hath been 


' Therco written, will not make a pF 
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Ft conqueſt over rhat unrutieſt of 
embers, Tis, the Zongie ; 1 ſhall 


Fw paſlages more, which may heip 
et farther ro faſten my couniel 2s a 


ſſemblies. 
"Tis manifeſtly a $:2 for men to 
ear Others reproaching the Mint- 
ers of God's Word, and ro ſay nu- 
hing ( ſeeming by their ſilence ro 
ive conſent ) they bavwe fellow, 19 
with the works of darkneſs < ” 
eprove them mot ; but for a man, 
ca, a Clergyman, to raile or take up 
In evil report againſt the Miniltery 
$! Engl1nd, is ſo unaccountabic a 
ling, "25 nothing cah be more. 

It any of you ( to Diſſenters 1 
peak ) do ſerve Conformable Mini- 
 Mitcrs (1 mean the Body of them ) 
ao, be aſſur'd that many 'of them did 
ever ſerve you ſo; I mean, werc 
ver heard to declame aoainſt the 
hole Tribe of Nonconformimg Mi- 
uſters, nor Yet againit the major 
Pac 


$dd (ar leſtwiſc ex 24: dans) ſome | 


al zn a ſure phate by a Miſter of 
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part of them. They cannot cndur. 
to hear you called Form2lſts, Hyps 
ctztes, Scribes and Phariſees, why 
then ſhould you endure to heat 
them r2:7d againſt, and accuſed 0 
thoſe things (as one man almoſt 

of which you know not one in twer 
ry of them is guilty. Whar do we 
Proteſtants get, I wonder, by dj 


zng and beſp utering one another?Tofhi 
invert the Proverb , Wh hone 


men fall out, are not Knaves like tt 
come by their Goods ? 

By railing at rhe Sons of the 
Chmch , you can neither ger you 
ſelves z#, nor any of them ov7 ; nay 
why ſhould you defire to have the 


caft of, tince many of rhem wouid 


etadly lend a hand to help you zn (tt 
thoſe of you I ſpeak who are wor 
ihy and peaceable men, for you at 
not all oft one piccc. 

Canfſi thou be a 2odef? man, anc 
not think that there are/fundry Mt 
r:1{ters 27, and of the Chureh 0 
Enulimd, who, both for Gzfts an 

Gract 


th 


#1 


il 


the preſent Clergy of England. 14 
rEraces, do far excecd thy ſelf , and 
Fill you ſuffer ſuch as they ro be 
Wisal.ow'd up with the common 
acluge of 1nfamy, and: nor prepare, 
olfffs it were, an Ark cf deterce, and 
ipology, in which to preſcrve thoſe 
oah's ? 
"d But for ought I ſce, in this im- 
/AFodeſt Age , ir is no bar to Cenſa- 
[ofping, for a man to know thoſe whom 
Wc preſumes to cenſure ro be much 
his own 4erfers. Jervants,in point 
f judging and cenſuring, do ok 
Min ride on Horſe-back, whil'if 
Mafiers ( their Superiors I mean ) 
3s in reftcrence unto being judged 
mand cenſured by them, are often 
Fmade, as it were, to go on foot: Bur 
Fmolt uncomely it is, to fee the 
reater judged by the /effer ; and 
YI1periors brought ro the Tribunal 
of their Inferiors : why ſhould he 
Fcarp at a meer more in another 
mans eye, who hath a Seam in his 
own ? Thou art ſclf-condemned who- 
cver thou art, that doſt cenſure a 
better 
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142 An Impartial Vindication 8 L 
better man in point of /z/e and 
tearnins than thy ſelf, becauſe it ef"! 
be to be lighted , much more yu; 
Doth your not being of anothe 
mans judgment in diſpurable Mat- 
rers make you, or necelſarily int 
you to be a beffer man than he! 
nay,it may be you arc the Worſe,and 
tne weaker man, for being of rhatÞ*c 
Opinion for waich thou admir'{t th 
felt. *Iiis nat the firſt -time that 
peop'e have been proud of 6lach 
ſpors, and glorzed in their ſhame. 
Sith the world is ſo incompetent and 
unqual Judge ot mens worth , a0 
gencraiiy itil (Fame, lhe a River 
bet: eng up firms, and letting gold 
ant? ſ[ikoer mk) I cannot but "Thin 
of St, Paul's words, It x a ſmallg®® 
thing with me to be jndgcA\of you Ki 
-" arlp: 97-1145 natp2s , of Man up 


judiment { or diy ) The weakelig® 


_ fhaliow'it peopie are generallyy/0 
10ſt cepſorzonms, as well as molly 
peex:fh, according ro the ProvetÞ 
iz ad Paucd att endiimt de fe ral fa 


Pr oe 
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and{@onnc1ant / i. e, "A Fools Bolt o_ 
[of /bot / As weak-ſighted men find 
you {pul with the Sun for ſhining 10 
heſright as ro dazle their eyes,ſo tome 
11-lame others tor thoſe things which 

1oeſre their exce//encies, and the true 

he FWicvations of their Souls : ſo ſome 
1ndſvildings which are very (frezght, 
har@eceive our eyes, as if they were 
thyſpwry, mecrly upon the account of 
haſbar great hezght, St. Paul's holy 
1&xtafies and Raptures, made ſome 
ne.Wy, That he was beſides himſelf. 

1nd} Poſlibly you will do them whom 
25Fou love not, a great kindneſs 
er (though fore againſt your will and 
o/Fnrention ) by ſpeaking, or writing 
nkFgain{t them with great ignominy 
a/ſnd reproach ; for thereby, as by a 
onkind of Artzperiſiaſts, you may itir 
1n”p others to ſpeak and write more 
efiJjad more juſtly for them, than ever 
[you did or could againſt them ; 
oltY*5 $0/002 ſays in another caſe, /ve- 
cb jovce nor at thine. enemy when be 
ig oHerh, Je$F the Lord ſee it,and take 
"0s away 
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away bs wrath from him. So ſay 
I, Do not thou vilitze thine cnemy, 
lett rhe Lord ſce it, and rake away 
the Crown of thorns which thou 
hadit pur upon his head, and put 1 


Crown of glory in the room rhercol, 


Men have been made famous by op- 
dofition, | 

If ail that IT have now faid, willl 
not ſuppreſs and filence the clamo- 
rous noiſe of il|-affetted men, againll 
the preſent Clergy of England, but 
{till they muſt remain under an e0:/F 
forigue, what can I ſay more. than 
whar Michael the Archangel reply d 
to the Acciiſer of the Brethren,whenil 
he contended with him about the 


body of Moſes,Jude 10. 1. The Lord 


rebuke the? 


Dear Jir, Your patience 1s vcry| 
wonderful, in that you have not 
ſeem'd to be tird all rhis while, 
with ſo long a Letter, full of Proſo 
poperu's and Apoſtrophe's, as it one 
while not ], but ſome other perfon 

were 


ſay perſon; were ſpeaking to you, and 
other-while as if I were not ſpeaking 
-ayto your ſelf, bur to fome other per- 


t affiot been tolerable in a meer. Ep;/tle, 
.of though poſſibly in an Zp:ſfolary Doſe 
tiurſe as this is,they may be allow 'd 
of, 


If you think, #:r, you can ſcrew 
ip your indcfarigable Patzence. one 
Peg higher,, and not go a Note. 
Wove E/ah, I would do one thing 
fore before I take my leave of you, 


vice (which my hoary head muſt 
elp to- bear me our in) to .thoſe 
ſho are yet but Inceprors in the Mi- 
liſtery, who are but of yeſterday ; 
Ind ſo though I am far from ihink- 
cry they know nothing, yet I am well 
norÞur'd they do not yet know all that 
ile, ſongs to'them;or one half ſo much 
oo 2ge and experience ,', with the 
;neÞEſling:of God thereupon may reach' 
fon{0em. : _ 

cre Þ Sir , 


"Mon (which kind of diverſions had 


nd that is, I would give a little good 
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ir, Your preſence at the cqunſ 
Iam: about ro give them, and-your 


- congtenancing af. it, may poſſibly 


cagſe them to mind it ſo much the 
more, and therefore I ſhall borrow 
your car or eye With your leave,and 
the/nex< thing will be to. kiſs your 
hand, Wc. | 1 
/Fhen ( $;r ) with your goody. 
leave, will turn my Face: towards 
my- young Brethren . of the: Tribe f 
of Lew, thofe, 'I mean, who lay inli.; 
theyalt Womb, of Non: entity, or off 
Nothmg, many Years fince I was tri 
roſſing and tumbling upon the trov 
bleſom Sea of this World , who ar 
coeraneous with bur ſome of my 
children, and conſequently wholdſh 
F'uuber. in poirit of age I might bav 
becn, they who were not ſo much a 
come anto the world when T fitl 
came into the Min:ſtery, viz. a60ug 
Thirty Tears 2g0; if in ſo great 

d parity of Years (far beyond wha 
uſcth to be betwixt Tutors and thei,” 
FP upils 
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l Pup-ls) 1 take the kind and Chri- 
El tian freedom , ro give them fome 
whclſom counſel ; I hope ſuch isrheir 
humHity, as that they will think that 
Iby fo doing, do nor at all ſeem' ei- 
"ther to ##der vale them , or over- 
Re my ſelf. Some body mult g/ve 
ſuch counſel as I am now about to 
Irive, and they muſt za#e it roo, and 
practiſe it, or for ought appears, we 
wRſta'l beall undone:I mean the Church 
f England, it ſuch advice be not 
Wollowed, will, in all likelihood, yer 
Woice more be laid in aſhes, Quz 
Wha fando temporet a lachryms ; 
Ir with weeping eyes be it ſpo- 
Ken. —_— 
To you therefore, my Brethren, 
brethren zn pornt of Office, I mean, 
of in po:ns of Age; for thoſe 
Whom 1 thall preſume to give my 
unſel ro, are fo very young, that for 
Warter of age, I might properly 
Wngh call them Ch:/dren, it not 
"Wy /zttle Chil4ren, according to the. 
ppeliation uſed by Sr. John. ) To 
L 2 you, 
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would not carry a Stick in my hand 
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you, I fay, I addreſs my ſelf, and 
take the boldneſs to tender youmy 
advice, as followeth : 


Would you ſtop the 20zſe and cl; 
mors of the People ? Would youpul 
zo ſilence the zgnorance of fooli 
men ? yea, would you make yourſ 
Enemies to become your Friends 
this do. 


1. Doyou of the Clergy of En 
land, who are Patients {abouring 
under the fad diſeaſe of continua 
Afronts and Reproaches , and ar 
from day to day under an evi 
tongue, or tongues, mark well tho| 
things which cauſe offences ( need 
lefly I mein ) and aveid them. 
far as in you lieth , not only hi 
peaccably with all-men, bur cauſea 
men to live peaccably with you. 


ſo as*might be ſeen, if I though 
that ſo much as bur an angry Do 


would be exaſperated by it, =_ 
0 


mm Ht eo OO — QB. Ot Ca—7 


f 
andſles would I cauſleſly incenſe a Chri- 
1myſſi | 


an. 


2, Shall I expofe wy ſelf, and 
yhich is -more, 2zy Office and Fun- 
fron, to be hardly ſpoken, or 


Wn 
put 
V7 
7Our 
105 


to part with ſome part of a bor- 
rowed excrement, I mean a /ovg 
Periwig ? Trim it for ſhame; and 
_ if it be thought too long by an 7ch 
-ngFor two, or three, or by ha#f a foot, 
ringF or a-foot, cut it off, leſt it ſhould ſug- 
nuaFveſt ro any of your Hearers that 
ag diſhonourable thought of you, that 
evi you look more like thoſe-bairy, and 
bo Satyr-1ike creatures, which ſome La- 
eel dies make their Play-fellows (ro ſay 
F no more )and call them Shocks; I fay 
lin more like ro one of thoſe deſpicable 
cal creatures,than to one of Chr:fts Em- 
baſſadors >: That kind of Notion 

ng will be more obvious to any body, 
gil when they ſhall mind the' twiſted 
Jo Lock which hangs down in the neck 
ucy of many mens Periwigs, which 
lc : L 2 ſeems 
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thought of, out of an unwillingneſs . 
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ſeems to carry a great reſcmblance 
of a Dog's t12l, Rather than be q 
expoled, forthwith circumciſe your 
#Hncercumeiſed heads; ceaſe to in- 
cable your Faces with long Ropes of 
hair, asit you were a)wa\ $ atraid of 
Canmon-ſhot, come to ſo ſhort a ca, 
as can reach to no mans juſt di; 
pleaſure. 


The Divines who gave the firſt 
example of wearing /urg hazr, took 
it up 1n opp-uſlition to Archbiſhop 
L.zud who coald never cndure to 
ſce Miniſters wear /org hair,and had 
wont to ſferd abundance of Pa- 
tients ro the Harber-dIurgeons, 
who us'd to return h2/f. ſhory. Now 
as it his cnjuining the Clergy to 
wear their hair Te ſyort, had juſti- 


Fed if not allo ſantlaficd the Wearing 


of their hair extreamly long , the 


Ani ipodes of Prelacy betook them: | 


ſc]ves to that cffeminare, and prehi- 
buiced extreme: which croſs trick 
it they wii .ot leave, may their 

pcnance 
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penance be , to. be enjoined; the 


wearing of as many Caps at onceas 
that learned man is ſaid to do, who. 
frit brought Jong: hatr into: falion 


with Miniſters, for which the world 
will never be ſo much heholden ro 


him, as it is for ſome of his «ſefu/ 


Writings. But enough of over/ong 


I Periwzgs, and I] Eope ſharp enough 


to cut a great many of them of? in 
the middle, and here the Maxim will 
hold cue , ViS. Tov 7 p40U TW (95, 
me half « better than the whole. 


Whereas ſome of you are com- 
plain'd of, nor for foo much hazr on 
your heads, but too little on your fas 
ces, I mean, for want of age, and 14+ 
tural gravity, make up thar defect in 
ſobriety, mode(ly, and compoſedne(s 
of behavior ; where natural gravity 
talls ſhorr, ar7zficzal, or acquired (1 
will not fay afeted )gravity thould 
compenſate for it. 0h 
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152 An Impartial Vindication of | 
which has formerly fallen from the 
Tengues 'or Pens of any of you 
young Gentlemen of the Clergy,hath 
opened the mouths of People againit 
you, reſolye henceforward to:uſe no 
other than ſoft words, and hard ar. 
guments. They that ſtir up Waſp- 


zeſts, muſt look ro be ſtung. We 
ſhall never make Proſclites by zear- i 


ing and heftoring,it we can perſunde 
and convince men, well and good, 
If we will 4:te and devanr others 
we our 'ſetves ſhall be bitten , and 
devoured of others, Men under 
Harches and in mifery,are like gall'd 
Horſes, eaſily provok'd ro wince and 
kick. C2... 


4. If. your Heterodoxy be com- 
plain'd of, be very cautious . not on- 
ly of being Heterodox, but of ſo 
murh as ſeeming ſo to be, avoid all 
the-appearances of - Heterodoxy. 

' The leſs young Miniſters do med- 
dle with Controverted Points ( their 
Orthodoxy” being 'more: queſtioned 
OTE Fx 2 WO 
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now adays , than that of ancienter - 
Divines ) the better it is. Go not a- 
bove your depth in the waters of 
Theology , and chuſe to go rather 
where a Lamb may wade, than 
where an Lilephant mus? be forcedie 
vim. | 

Give no man cauſe to complain 


. Ethar you ſeem to be the Diſciples of 


Seneca and Plato, rather than of 
lbriff Feſus, becauſe you quote 
them,oftner than you quote him. You 
will find it no ill Rule , Bonus Tex- 
tuarins eff bonns Theologus : And 
that nothing comes with ſo much 
power upon the hearts of men, as 
doth the Word of God, which is ſaid 
lo be quick and powerful, and ſhar- 
fer than a two- edged Sword. 

' Take heed of making the Crofs of 
(briff, I mean the plain Doctrine of 
lhrifF crucified, to:-feem tobe of no 


If&*&t,by ſtuffing your Sermons with 


ſuch affeAted eloquence and pomp 
of words, as if you did lay all the 
« its efficacy, upon. the exricing 
0rd's of mans Wiſdom. A- 
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_ Above alt fo ve, lo poufly , cine 
cumlpettly, fo prudently that they whi 
behold your good werks, may glorfit|ſhi 
your Father which 5s mn Heaven, 
that none may have wherewith tif 
' accuſe your good converſatzon id 
Chrift Jeſus. Live duwn the Cla 
mors of thoſe who open- their 
mouths againſt you, that in due img 
they may cry you wercy, and 4/;/h to 
think how «naſty they have aiperÞ!' 
| fed you. jo 


« Give no occaſion to any man to 
ſay thou art proud, or coveroms , offi 
Fuke-warm, or vain, or #4lt, or fi 
zaſtical, or a faſhion-mor:ger , or aſþ0 
ftarcht man, or gne that debaſeth 
or d;miniſheth the mijeſty of preach 
ing, by reuding all, and by readin; 
zH ; or that you are quarrelſom and 
contentions, or any thing elſe that! 
may diſhonour thy high and hol 
Profeſſion: ' St. Paul faith, Thou mui 
zahe heed of being lifted up wil 
pride, left .yow fall into the rordemgore 
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* 8: the preſent Clergy of England. 155 
inetcon of the Devil, 1 Tim. 3. 6, 
till am very much deceived,if the Mi- 
fuſſfaiſters of the Church of England 
». Wc nor generally as bumble, af able, 
rod-n121ur d men, as molt are ; and 
#fjct there is a great proneneſs in peo- 
a-Wple ro think them proudey than other 
cirflmen ; which ſaſpic-on they ſhould 
meſſevoid, by ſincerely ufing and practi- 
roffflng that complement-l;ke expreſſion 
rt St. Paul, 2 Cor. 4. 5. Our ſetves 
yur ſervants for. Jeſus ſake. 
Covetcus you mult not be, for St. 
Fault ſaith, A Bz/hop ( or Minifter ) 
nuf7 not te greedy of filthy lucre, 
146 WW CoTvelouHs, PTE, 2449 pouepSy AM 
| MAdpyvpor _ = - 3. :3.; Some 
thWonelt gain he may expect, the 
chſY-abourer being worthy of by hire, 
,19Fut nor filihy zh-got Iucre. Some 
ndfvorey, or money-worth he muſt re- 
hanfeive ( elſe how ſhould he and his 
olyſobſilt) but q:2apyupes,that is,a Jover 
uni ver he muſt not be. People 
ituke Thy/ich, and uſe it that do not 
ere it , by any means, nor would 
Ml, meddle 
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 meddle with it could they otherwiſkſh 
chuſe. Though Miniſters are fre. 
quently taxed with Covetouſneſs , | 
think ſincerely they are generally az 
free hearted and open-handed , wi 
moſt men. I was about to ſay, but 

t06 = 70 be fat, or to lay up much 

for Poſterity. Yer ſince the aſper. 
ſion is generally caſt upon them, if 
behqves them to take heed and be! 
ware of all appearances of Coverou[Þ 


neſs. 
Cold and lukewarm, dead and dil 


in hu Preaching and Praying , | 
Miniſter ought not to be. ThePeo 
ple will fay that he is half aſleep 
and they can by no means keep 
themſelves awake under his Preachſſ 
ing. He hat _—_ coldly, teac 


eth God to deny him; and he thats 
- preacheth coldly, teacheth the Peopiſi; 
to dubelieve him,and to diſobey whL 
he ſaith. They think he ſpeaks afjÞc 
if he were but in je#, like: a car 
eſs Lawyer, who pleads coldly , to 
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viſeſhis Fee, not caring' two-pence what 
fre-Fh:ccomes of his C/zents Cauſe. A 
18d Iron can never pierce ſo far, or 
7 azo ſuch execurion,as one thar is red 
 25Fot. A ftoical Preacher , who ex- 
butelſeth 20 paſſion, or affeftFion of his 
uchuw2,ſhall ſtir up none in his hearers; 
err him be as a fock, they will be as 
, irffones 5; Sz vs me flere dolendum eff. 
beWhyſick will not work ſo kindly,un- 
ou[els it be given warm. Asthe cold. 
jeſs of the middle Region kindleth 
Meteors by Antiperiſta/zslo will the 
duleoldneſs of the Preacher ſer the Peo- 
 Þ(« on fire, not with zeal, bur with 
Peofind:gnnation againit himſelf , and his 
eepilirow/te hum-drum way of Preach- 
ceeffflng, his words ſreezing between his 
achips. If private Chriſtians, then 
achWurely Miniſters alſo ought to be 
thro Treougm Leorrrs, Rom. 12. 1T, 
« le. fervent an ſpirit , ſerving the 
vhagLord.The word ſignifieth bozling hot. 
&s aberwixt a cold day, and a cold Ser- 
-arFnon, ſometimes the People are ready 
y ſogto ſtarve, and their manner is to go 
h home 


158. An Inpartial Vindication if f 
Home railing,and thereby contribu 
towards getting themſelyes a-heat'if 


Moreover, a Miniſter muſt ſer 
Wwaich over the door of hu lips, {ff 
it- he talk va:z»ly, others will tal 
broadly of him. If he ſhall defi 
bis own Neſt, and ſay, That one Serif 
mon in a quarter of a year i 
enough, becauſe more than the Pw 
Þte can perfettly prattiſe ; not cot 
fidering that we are made clear 
through the Word that is ſpoket 
to us, as Chriſt ſaid ro his Diſciples 
hike Leaden Pipes, which though th(E; 
water makes no ſtay in them when 
the Cock is turned, yer by vertue of 
that which is always running thc 
rough them, they are kept ſweer a 
clean. Thoſe words of St. Pa 
ſhould ofren be thov;hr of, Tiras 1ff 
10, 11. There are m:ny unruly and 
vain talkers, whoſe mouths muZt 
fieppd | 
Miniſters muſt by no mooy . 
| za 
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ib, as 0 their wor, no more than 
0 their words and. diſcourſe,they 
uſt no more work zd/y, than talk 
er People that know nor what 
- {off /90gs fo.our work,do think us /2- 

War the beii, and cur #ork, of all 
JefiWorks, the eaſieſt ( though we ſee 
 Sreuſe ro cry ou', Who z5, Or can be, 
» @ficcent for thele things? ) what 
Py & willthey do, it we /oyter in 
coh 


eat. 


ke Tis counted a ſhame for Mini- 
ers who are well fixed, and (etled, 
nd under no neceſlity of ſeeking 
-heÞbroad ro mend their condition, I ſay 
vr them to preach and ſupply their 
ho }aces by Proxzes ofter,than in their 
vn perſons. The iſſuing out ſo many 
etters of Altorney to other men 
; $2 do their work for them, ſpecially 
Wen they take no care whom they 
z /@\point their A:rorneys,thouzh ſuch 
- Fare no better than Jo//zc:iors, and 
roſe, of the meaner ſort, is very 


2; Fcandalous, Read often thoſe words 
| of 


160 An Impartial Vindication if 
of St. Paul, 1 Tim. 4. 13, 14,1 
Give attendance to reading; to eoſfi 
hortiation, to doftrime. Neglett mil 
the gift which is in thee. Meditat: 
upon theſe things,give thy ſelf whi 
Ly to them, that thy profiting mil 
appear to all. 


But I know ſome Miniſters whi 
have more need of a Br:d/le, than ofÞ 
a Spur, as to matter of 4z/zgence an 
pazrns-taking, for they work to 
hard ; even to the impairing of thei 
health, and conſuming of thei 
ſtrength ; ſuch ſhould' be exhorteF' 
as one had wont to counſel hi 
Friends of the Clergy to preach anc 
ſtudy /hort,that they might do tot 
lone. EE oG oo 
Again, (ro throw out things mi 
cellineoufly) Miniſters mu$7# not bl 
fantaſtical, and affeffedly mod;ſh,tolfp 
that is a thing more 24le than zdltFt 
eſs its ſelf ( if any concrete can bt 
beyond the a&ſtrafF.) Since our 
Soyercign Lord the Kung Toy J 

| 0 


—_— 


» of | the preſent Clergy of England, 16: 
4, 1&$0d preſerve ) found Himſelf fo 

fo efruraliy, neceſſarily, and fufficient- 
i wiſh diſguited with a Preachers long 
dita:ri1g, one or more, pardon me 
whale 1 have endeavoured to laugh 
* maſſe wearcrs of rhem our of counte- 
ance, and to hiſs thar faſhion out of 
ie Church, or ſcourge 27 out of the 
mpl-, as Chrit aid the Money- 
1gers. Will they cver cut off a 

phr hand for Chriſt, who will not 

t off a lock for his ſake? 

[ have heard of two men, whoſe 
happineſs it was to hear a very 

une Sermon from an old man, who 
Fem'd ro vend it upon the conft- 
ence of his Graw7!y, nature having 

ven him a Grey-Beard, as long as 
Ranting-Periwig; one Friend ask- 

vo another after rhe Bleſſing, What 

A /ho17ht of the Sermon ? In my 
inion, ſaid he, it was All-Beard. 
nd do not ſome men take occaſion 
JW their Sermons, which are ſhorter 

an their Wigs proportionably, to 
10m) that ſuch a Sermon ſeem'd to be 
Godll M Alt- 
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All-Periwag ? as it the /ength of aff 
fine Wig, would compenſate for theſſſ 
ſhortneſs of a mean Sermon, meaſu- 
red by an Halt-hour-glaſs ; or the 
comptneſs of the former, for the 
crudeneſs of the latter ; or the me 
thodical curls, in which no one hai 
could be ſeen awry, for an imme 
thodical diſcourſe ; or his gentik 
looks, for his ſlovenly and zmproje 
tanguage ; and, in a word, as if allfſi 
the defects of his Sermon, could b&i 
made up by the perfet7:cns of hif 
FPeriwis. A Miniſter in the habiff 
of a Player, is the moſt ridiculou 
thing in nature. Commend me mucl|/ 
rather to thoſe worthy Mzn:ſter 
who are careleſs of rhefr habit, eve! 
ro ſlovenlineſs; who are fo injiſli 
rent upon dreſſing up their Sou/ 
that they negle& their Bodzes ; and 
ſo mndleſs of their rayments , tha 
they ſcarce remember their naturaſ 


food. 


Again , If Miniſters would nofſfr: 
opel 
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flopen rhe. mouchs of People , they 


muſt be careful to keep up the maje- 
y and the authority of Preaching; 
to preach as men having author:ty, 


and not as School-boys, ſay their Jeſ- 


ws. He that joques in a Pulpir,de- 


ſerves, I had almoit ſaid, to have his 
tongue bor'd through. He who 


Mporerending to be one of Chriſts 


Embaſladors, ſo carrieth himſcif, as 
it Chriit had ſent a meer Child on 


Mlis errand, I mean fedantically and 
Wuerely, deſerves to be degraded. 


ethar preacheth in a ſtrain of lan- 
wage as foreign as can be to the 
ile of Scripture, viz. Poetzcal, 
omical , or ſuch as is usd in 


W ys, Comedies, and Traged:es, pro- 
Miitutes the 22ajeſty of Preaching,and 


urns the Pulpzt into a Srage; and 
It men of that ſ/z/e ſhall happen not 
oquote one Text of Scripture be- 


Files char which they preach upon,I 


an compare ., their 4/uſtering Ser- 
ions ro nothing berter, than to. #-at 
rear and ſtrong wind which rent 
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the Mountains, and broke in feces 
the Rocks; but the Lord was not in 
that wind + and an earihquake 
which followed it, but the Lord 

25S 1t 211 ihe earihouake, 1 Kings 
19. 11, Thoſe whom zgnoran7 hes 
rciS may judge to preach molt ms 
Jeſtically, b:caute rhetr /2n77age is 
lojty, their elocniion ſtately, and ma. 
grſtercat , ratimmg and thundering, 
and their words come fhowring 
down like great b 12} ſrones as big as 
Zidgeons eggs, preach with no ma 
Jeſry at all in their account , who ard 
beit able to judge of Sermons calcu 
latcd for the purpolc of ed/j11ms anc 
fawing Souls, As-it is uſual to fe 
orear N.bl:m.n, yoa, and King 
chemſeives go in plainer habit, tha 


do Yt1yers, Fooimen, and Pages ; | 


2t me tell yon, there is a majeſtic 


| pl ituneſs,tnaffefedneſs, and eaſine 


ot language, becoming the /pl:ci 
wich 15 in Chris? Feſrs (ſpoken 0 
2 C011.3. ) Which carrieth mor}; 
authority an41 majeſty with it, tha 

f 
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"CO: Yall the G£ombast rhetorickh , and top 
þ : and  70p gallant flonriſhings which 
1 e 


ſme men ſeem to g/97y zn.and others 


ordf:re ſuch Fools as to be taken with. 


ngs 
ry. No man preſerves the maj: ſiy of 
7 1re2:hng, bur he thar ſeems 7e be 
CDs ocod earn? ro be hitsſelf aft ec7- 
AR i with what Bc ſlaita, and Lo Be 
mffmch concern'd abour perſaading 
"nc to believe and praftiſe whar he 
2 Mdclivers ; but no man fec:ns to be 
lo, who ſpeak s <v0rds of. erghtcen 

uhngs an ounce, Who talks ior all 


Dart 


alcu:he worid like Mr. Rhombris, who 
yr ſets all 6is words: zz prant, as ſome 
y fed 


>. Fo the 4277s and corls of thei 
\116Y Per; zwies, The cenſure-upon that 
y man uſeth to be, that he talks for 
5 

(10811: If a man ſhould beg an alms 
/4i" lin ſach a ſtile as rar, his dcelign 
1'Yrould be thought nor {o much to 
en Feet his poverty reliev'd, as ro ſhew 
y bow good an orator he is,and would 


eonjghto be der d, till he and his 


talk-ſafe,. or loves to hear himſclf 


M 3 lan- 


ls Ay DS 6 res I er <0 
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language were a little more 92077; 
fied. He thar looks upon a tace ag 
fair as alabaſrer , and as ruday as 6 
Roſe im June, will not caſily believe 
that it is zatural, but ſuſpeas that 
he does ſee a painted Jezebel. She 
might have been taken for a greater 
beauty than now ſhe is, it ſhe had 
made ſhew of Jeſs (for Nature ſel- 
dom vies with Az, though ſhe could 
eaſily outdo her.) We preach to the 
People as in Gods Name, and as his 
Embaſſadors, and can it be ſutablt 
for us to bring in God, 7he K:ng 0 
K2ngs , as it were canting to the 
wor'd, and ſpeaking &0mbaF? 10 
mankind, l1ke ſome concerted Ped 
gogue 4 Do K:ngs ule to make ſuch 
formal Speeches ro their Subjes,a 
is proper for Subjects ro make tc 
them ? and roituff them as full 
Rhe:orick, as an Egg 25 full of meat! 
who knows not that ihar would be tc 
proiiitute rhemſcives,and go'beneath 
their majeity ? may every Mznz(te 
of the Goſpel ſo preach in all re 
Yo peel 
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- Eſpets, that they who hear him, may 
in ſome meaſure ſay of him.as of old 
was ſaid of Chriſt himſelt, viz. That 
he taught them as one having au- 
thority, and not as the Scribes, Mat. 


1. 29. 


My next advice is,that you would 
:Fnever 742] in Pulpirs, unleſs you 
mean to be 7a:/'d at again, and to 
be run down in all places of reſort, 
for nine days after. I am ſure KRazl- 
£7 15 againit the Majeſty of Preach- 
ing, as being a practice much more 
becoming a Shrow 7n Cathedra (it I 
may fo call her Chair of State the 

| Ducking-Stoot) than a Miniſter in 
the face of a Congregation. Modeſty 

_ is a very great virtue both in old and 
of young men, but in young men eſpe- 
þ cially. It is good to be czvz/ eve- 
jj rywherc, bur in the Pulp: eſpecial- 
ly. What if you ſhould take the 

J pains ro call him, whoſe name was 
ſo, Mr. John Caluin, would it not 

J become you better than to milſcall 
M 4 him, 
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him, as ſome it may be have done 
in ſcorn, and Qi [picaſure to him, by 
the name of F:c4# C:/uzp; when al 
_ unprejudi ced , Pi ous , and learned 
men, WO differ from him in Point 
of CGeneU? Deſerpient P, aNtQ At (ol, te 
Reprobation, do, as thuy Ong}, 
knowledge to have <a a 1tn2n 
of as great Harts, and e433 11:719, as 
molt Ages have pr oduccd, 


It ſome young men have taken the 
boldneſs bp =” Wit ch great CON- 
my ot 2at P Pro: mo 
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the preſent Clergy of England. 
balance againſt them. Who ſo bold 
a blind Bayard ! It was always ſo, 
thzr Scholars were better Phuloſo- 
piers when bur Sophiſters, 1. e. of 
wo or three Years continuance, 
than when they came to be of 
Dotftors iianditiy : tor having read 
over AM:077215's 3 ov/icks, and there 
ſound Iumething ſpoken concerning 
every thing almoſt in the Heavens 
abcve, ang. the Earth beneath, &c. 
they coniciace they have a whole 
Hem of Nature in their heads : 


but alas ! alas! 1 wenry Years hence 


F(tzough tev will probably then 
be much wiſe: men than now they 
are ) yet they wil! not think them- 
lives halt ſo. wiſe, bur rather be 
ready to lay as he, Hoc tantum [cio 
me mihil ſcive , Childrens heads 
uſe to be much ſwel/'d with a diſ- 
cate they call the Rzckets, bur if. (as 
many times ir happens) they do 
grow that malady , their heads 
may chance to be much /eſs at /wen- 


'y Xears old,than they were at 70. 
50 
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170 An Impartial Vindication of 
So will xyours in a ſerfe, I mean in 
your own apprekenfion, ſo that you 
will be ready ro cry out with: the 
man I have read of, who , when hc 
came to his right mind, was rob'd 
the pleaſant conceit which betoreh 
had of his being a K:ng. Hen m 
occidiſiis amici non ſervaſts ait: 
Thou wilt be ready to ſay, tha 
7wenty or thirty Years time, inticac 
of increaſing thy knowledge, has 
made an Igyorams of thee,and yet 
then it may be thou ſhalt reallyknoi 
7 timcs as much as now thou dceſt 
Let young 7: 2114s 's have a care 
ſoaring too hig}i, e{t they melt the! 
WAXLR WINGS. Ler young £F/.2eton 
have a care of getting into the Ci 
riot of the Sun, leſt they fer the 
world on fire. Should any ot us 
hear a lirtle young thing, thar is but 
juſt peeping out of the ſhell of : 
Maſter of Arts Degree, and no Pro 
digy neither for Parts and Learning 
declare, That be now thought him 
JE: fit to be Maſter of a Colledge.s 
Dodo 
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an infDoJor of ihe Chazr, or Vicechanceh 
T youlor off ezt her Univer /ity, or indeed a 
i theÞp; /op,zf he might recezve a congide- 
2n he 
bd vl 
Ore hi 
21h M 

att, 

that 
11iCad 


> has 


augh at him? ( unleſs you think 
you had more need, and occaſion 
viven, tO Cry over hu Priade, Pre> 
wnption ayd Ignorance : ) Poſhbly 
here are ſome ſcores of confident 
oung Theologaſters not above twen- 
d yellfly years old apiece,who think them- 
knoWllelves very fit ts be conſtant Prea- 
dceltEchers at Weſiminſter-Abby, or to be 
re 0W-4rchdeacons or Deans, What a 
thefheady thing is Pride, that it doth 
e08Fthus znroxicate men, and makethem 
- alk as if they were /zght-headed ?. 
r the 

21 uf Doth ir puff you up thar the 
1 but Scripture ſaith, As 2. 17. Jour 
ot Young men ſpall ſee Viſions, and your 
 Proflold men Jhall dream Dreams ? as 
ning apprehending that Vz/zons are better 
bi than Dreams, and conſequently thar 
;*. you have the aſcendent of old men? 
otro pe, That 


re, 10 to be Auditum admiſſi riſum 
rmeats amici? Could you chuſe bur 


__—_— — 
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That Text will nor do your work 
for youihal! findrre=>2,5n n excl 


. Commentaror on the AFs, and pol. 


fibly {evera: orkers.dec! aring that by 
ar enmng of dreams there, is mcant 
their berng made arguainted with 
the moSt (abl; 'me things, and luch a 
were mot remote (rom enle . 25 if 
they did lead a life purely droine 
and mzellect 12h gl their {:nies being 
< it were cal into a dead ſerp 
luckrt up thereby ; whereas: che _ 
miſe of your7 mer their ſeeing Vii 
on, doth deaore a way ot knowitg 

riings nor ſo 3 ;blime, and Gove 
ſenſe, as that. which is by dr eamms 
divine Dreams (for ſuch therc 
have _— Cr Of being taught 0f 
God as by Zreams, 


What it ſome Pcople be fo weak, 
( tor thcir weaknels ir is ) hat they 
had ratker /henr, or chile - * (L yOuny 
721, with never a hair on his face 
than one of tcn times his gravily | 
. Do not be li fred up upon that ac: 
Count, 
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vork ſſpunt, for it 1s ro bo imagined that 
flenrſbey do it not with reſpect to you,” 
| pour co their own /uffs, They can 
ar byſW:ſþ:ſe you for your youth, and con- 
1canWguently nor be much ſtartled at 
<izhWoy thing that you ſhall ſoy, whether 
-þ ou preach againtft Drunktenmeſs, or 
2s i/horedom,or any other fin,in which 
vineWcy live, they can tancy that you 
YeingÞave ſtolen a good Sermon ſome- 
 orffobcre,and got it by beart,or by rote, 
pro. it may be- but read it tolerably 
Viſ rel), and that a very ſmal! temprati- 
wing" would make you prat7iſe comrary 
Loalio vor Sermon, which was but the 
ming}ſ0u7:g C: ocks crowing,as be Feard the 
ered one cr0W fir5F ; but had the fame 
'r offiermon been delivered by a grave 

tderly Mini{ter,it would have made 

a deeper imprefiton upon him, and 
cak put a greater awe pon /{15 Con- 
rheyſ} (rence (which is a thing he does 
omg} not care for) Feſizes (and ſuch as 
face i* ) docs nor care to hear a Pan} 
19 preach, fo as to make him 7remble. 
ac me men had rather their Preacher. 
unt ” ſhould 
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ſhould ſend them away Zaughing "011 


Now if men doany where prefer and 
chuſe you,rather than grave men up 
on ſuch accounts as thoſe, you hay 
little cauſe ro 5oaf? of it, but rather 


to be abaſhed. Upon the whold} 


matter, I ſay, Let young, very youny 
Miniſters ſtudy modeſty. , that what 
they want in gravityand experience 
they may make up that way. L# 
them riſe up before the hoary head 
as they are commanded to do, Lev, 
19. Let them honour thoſe crowne! 


heads,which Solorgon ſpeaks of, Prov 


is a crown of glory. The more 
humble and modeſt you are,the more 
good men will /ove and honor you, 
He that debaſeth himſelf. ſhall be tx: 
alted. : | 


And now I treat of Modeſty, ſet 


young Miniſters ſhew it, in their 
never attempting to determine thoſe 
grand Controverſies, and myſterioul 
Points, 


than crying; fleering,than tremblingWot 
bu 


ue 


il, 


þ 
/ 


16. 31. when he ſaid, A hoary bead 


em ens i ren _O— 
— i ts + Ae tos te 
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inFunts, which the great Profeſſors, 
/mnWoctors, Biſhops, and Oracles of our 
an}yrch, have never yet come to full 
upYue abour ; calling ro mind what 
ave. Herbert faith, vis. 
thee 
nol Verſe may find him, who a Sermon 
UN flies. 
har —_ 
!ce 1 ſhall preſent you with a Diſtich 
4 which is partly Mr. Cleveland's: ) 
20. - | 
ev.faving no Beards to ſiroke,you muſe 
ed not {it 
ole judge is af © elegerit. 
ead 
oreThe firſt of which was the grear 
Yreſdiſpute about Chriſt his deſcent into 
08YHel}, and the latter a difficulty in 
j$Hagns Charta, which hath coſt a 
Wgrcar deal of time and money to get 
Feiplain'd. Think of David's words, 
(with which I ſhall conclude this 
head of advice ) have not exerci- 
ſed my ſelf in things too high for me, 
but have behaved my ſelf as awean- 
ed ch21. My 
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' | My nexr advice is,that-you woul 
forbear to caſt bard Cenſures an 
Reproachss upon thote Miniſter 
whoſe Scruples, or let the c2uſe b 
what it will be ( for that mult li 


betwixt God and. their own Conf 


ſciences ) have caſt and kept rhe 


out of the Miniſtry, though ſeverah 


of them were Eprſcopaliy Ordined 

aS you are. They ought not to ren 
der railing for railing , but ten tc 
one if fome of them be nor ſo weak 
as todo fo, it you razl at them firſt 
If they give you as good as you bing 

what will you get by the barga in! 
wonder what is got on cither tide, 


when two Fir/?-rate Scolas at Bilt 


linſgate, for two or threc hours to- 


gether , cul one another all ro 


( 
| 


naught, till they are fo hoarſe with} 


bauling, that they can ipeak no lon 
gcr. 
If you deſpi ile all and every 0 


them, I aſſare you you will deſpite | 


many that are every wy ſaperior 70 


a NOUN 77:7 1 Wh, Tfoever, and "I 
_ 


0ught a man 7o gz7ve the Dewil his 
tue, as our Proverb ſays ? And 
cughr we nor to give thoſe their due 
Mvho are Men, and Jcholars, and 
0:41;ned Men,and Godly and Lear- 
1d divers of them, as well as any 
of you ? Muſt nor honour be given 
WD whom honour belongs? It your 
Pride and Weakneſs be ſuch, as to 
miemn and condemn all, and every 
veal them in your hearts, yet forbear 
0 give them ſcornful language, leſt 
hey return it upon you. I rell you, 
Humane Nature cannot bear Con- 
de Mrpt, of all things ; yea, the Phz- 
Bilopher ſaid, That an apprehenſion 

rofl Contempt, is the cauſe of all An- 
| rofffer. Every body has wt and ſpirit 
nough_ro ſcory thoſe thar ſcorm 
em ; and to ſpeak contempruonſly 
f thoſe, who ſpeak contempruonſly 
f them; and they who cannot do 
pile cleverly, and facetionuſly, yet can ſo 
y tote, as to make their teeth meet ; 
v0 fd throw fo much dirt,as can never 
but N be 
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Shut a Foo/would deſpiſe his Betters? 
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| be wip'd off again. Habet © muſes 
ſplenem. Some of them , if you 
corn them our of the Pulpit , can 
requite you with ſufficient drollery, 
and they who have not that ZaZext, 
can make it up in Yaz/ery, 

The whiteſt Swans have black 
{eer, and ſo hath every man ſome- 
thing in him of a 4/md ſide, ii 
I may ſo call it, by which any ene 
my may take occaſion to ſcorn him 
if he ſcorn him firſt. For ought I 
ſee, all men when provoked by being, 
ſcorned, can ſcorn alike. In'this ſenlY, 
all Souls ſeem ro be equal. Therc | 
fore, I ſay,ſuppreſs your ſcorn of Non 
conformiſis,it any ſuch Folly as thaſf, 
be bound up in your hearts, at [cli 
wiſe expreſs it not , for then ther, 
will be no end. Think of Solomon; 
words, Prov. 17,14, and lay th , 
::and upon thy mouth, 7he begrnum, 
of ſtrife is as the letting out of wa, 
ter - therefore leave off contentiol, 
before it be medled with, 1 doul,. 
not bur a poor 7{hterate Maſs 111+ 

(whic 
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uſca ( which they ſay are, of all humane 
YOU 4n:m41s, the fillieſt ) ſhall ſcorn che 


can pope H:1ſet/, and all his Conclave of 


Cardinals, if they vex him ſoundly, 
*n\B.nd fire his welch-blood with ſcorn, 

In that caſe, Semper darur reattio. I 
ack ronder what good is to be got by 
MY ſp;//2g an enemy : Can we con 
2 "Wiver ever the ſooner for it? Yea, 
cncYhow many have been conguered by 
hinFhoſe whom they 4eſp;ſed,and there- 
fore ſo , becauſe they did deſp:ſe 
them 2 Witneſs Go/zah, who was 
Wild by a young Stripling, whom he 
perfectly ſcorn'd, 1 Sam. 17. 42, 44. 
When the Philiſtine ſaw David , be 
bldiined him: for he was but a 
outh, and ruddy. And he (aid,Come 
ome,and I will give thy fleſh to iht 
wwls of the air, and to the beaſts 
f the feld. Bur was heable to do 
Ws he ſaid 2 See wer. 50. Jo David 
Wrevailed over the Philiſtine with a 
ng, aud with a ſtone,and flew him 
Wit there was no ſword in the hand 
111$f- David; He that deſpiſerh his 

| N 2 enemy, 
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enemy, fightcth blindfold, Andabati 
r 118 73:36, mean ſo hoodwzinkt, tha 
he doth nor fee his danger. 

I nave ao »lealire to tell yo 
that rhe Folks whom you &eſpi 
have bid iair more than once, inc 
the Reſtauraticn of Prelcy, for th 
oTe-{-!i7ng and utter ſubyeriion 0 
the Church of England. 

My poor Opinion ( if Imay ve 
rurc to ſpeak it ) 1s, that there ar 
{cyeral Preachers 017 of the Chnrci 
that would do a great deal of gu 
it they were 27, who may poflib 
ao a ereat deal of hurt whil'ft the 
are ont: Juſt like ex7r2vaſated #1 
which had been much more [fe 
kept in the veins, where it mighl 
have carcalated with the reſt of ll 
bloud,bur as it is inſtagnated, imp 
{lumatcs -_ inflames the body,as 
iluriſtes, Peripnenmontia's,&c, tho 
heterogeneous Particles, which do nfþ 
{ſo mix as 10 unzte & incorporate will 
the bicod,arc not they the fermenl, 
which cauſe Feavers, and cxcif 
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Satipll thoſe great commotions which 
f, thitendanger humane bodies ? If the 
reins of the Church ſhall ever ſuck 

| you aga7n ſome of the berrer fort of 
eſpiſÞlood, which is now extravaſtted, 
finland they two ſhall freely czrcn/rte 
or thiſfogerher, coaleſce, incorporate, and 
on aFbccome one body, like Elements, 
which remain am mixtion, though 
7 Vellrefrat7ly , fo tar as I am able ro 
re aſudge, it would be the greateſt ſec::- 
Ourrity, under God, that the Church of 

gMEngland could have. 

oflibſſ 1 doubt not at all but that ir were 
t thJmuch berter ro let a patient exery 
7 bride in the boot of the Coach, than 
ſajAſprovoke him to ſer his foor again 
miglir, whereby he may chance to over- 
of tſturn the Coach.and all that are in ir. 
1impgWhat if the crums which fall from 
y,Fthe Tables of ſome men,who by rca- 
. thaſſon of age can do little, or no ſer- 
do nffvice for the Church, which hath 
e Wimade themas it were her hezrs and 
rImellcoheirs with her beſt beloved ſons, 
exIwould ſtop the mouths of ſome men, 
N 3 whoſe 
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whoſe paris and /earnmmg render 
them capable oi doing rhe Church 
oreat ſervice, if they were 21 ? 
You muſt not take the mcaſure of 
all thoſe People whom you de[p:[e 
by the Writings of ſome of them, 
raking it for granted, that they who 
are their S$cr:bes, or Writers, are the 
ables? men amongſt rhem. 0Jcr741-þ 
9115 indotti, may ſome of them ſay. 
Some have unadviſedly written a 
bout thoſe matters, in which their 
talent dorh not iie,e.g.abour Polemis 
cats, whoare excellent only at 7ra- 
erical Ditiniiy, and have ſpoken as 
from the Chazr, whoſe excellency 
was ajtogether in the Zu/pzit - Some 
that have a gocd vein- ot Engliſh, 
have exchanged it for Laine , and 
given us ſuch a/&um Litinum,l mean 
wretched /27;7,inftead of good Fn 
Ji, which they wanted nor. They 
are nut always men of the greatclt | 
ability of any of their Party, who 
feed the Preſs, but uſually men of 
the greateit facz/ity and eaſmneſs in 
; Wi: 
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writing, at leſtwile ſome of the for- 
wardeſt men, and of the moſt a#:ve 
rempers. Aaron indeed was Moſes's 
Speaker, or Spokeſman,but God faith 


that Moſes ſhould be a God, i. e. an 


Oracte to Aaron, though Aaron 
ſhould be 92ade his mouth. 
It hath commonly been ſaid,and I 


- £ can caſily believe ir, that ic was the 


unhapyy polzcy of one that was no 
Friend to the Church of England, as 
now conſtituted, but was much an 
Enemy thereunto, to uie all the in- 
tereſt he could make, ro procure a 
ſnare to be laid upon Mizepah,and 2 
net ſpread upon Tabor, to keep a 
grcat many worthy men out of the 
Church, who in that firmament 
would have _/hone like Stars, though 
as now placcd, as it were , under 
foor, they do but gli/ſin like Gl/o- 
worms. Bur ſome do think that the 


| Church and Kingdom both, have 


ſmarted for it, or at leſtwiſe by ir, 
with a witneſs, and do at this day 
ſmart for it,or by ir. For Hinc i11z 

N F Lich y- 
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tachryme. Doth it not proceed 
from that cauſe, that one mozty of 
the Nation ſcemeth ro conlitt of 7: 
ſenters, Who made moſt of them 
tuch? who has kept them all this 
while in that poſture ? bur their old 
G7uides and Leaders, together with 
whom they went off, They would 
have zheir lips to preſerve knous- 
edge for them,and they would needs 
ſeek the Law- from their mouths, 
Who but the ſm2777ez2 Shepherds have 
ſcatter d the Sheep, and will ſcatter 
them {till ? And yet many of them 
have been ſo Serpent-/the-wife , | 
mean, ſo prudent, private, and cat 
77045, and withail fo Dove-lihe 11190- 
cent, I mean , in poiat of praceable 
Preaching, and Living, Praying, for 
the K:ng, and Government, yea, fre: | 
quenting publick Ordinances ar the 
ſeaſons therzof , and chuſing them- 
ſelyesro preach not z7 ſeaſon (it the | 
Preaching in time of Publick Wor- 
ſhip may be fo called) 4ut ont 
of ſeaſon, that no body could 
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wer take hold of them, or fay al- 
molt that black was ihe:r eye. I 
cannot ſay ſo of all of them,tor here 
and there one has, it may be, been 
100-#00 2771a7{creet, Bur as it men 
thought thcmſcives ro 5c Debrers 
not only ro the w2ſe, but to the 1un> 
wiſe; not only ro the pradent and 


Irautzorrs Nonconforming . Miniſters, 


but alfo ro the raſh, and znd:{creet, 
take them one with another , they 
have flockt after them at a ſirange 
ate.It would grieve ones heart to fce 
how aunfreguented many - Churches 
are, where the Pariſhes have People 
enough ro fill them, though the Mi- 
nillers belonging to thoſe Chyrches 
be very p0745, and able men,and pol- 
libly of greater wezg/ht. and worth, 
than thoie who by cxercifing in pri- 
vate, do drain their Churches, Me- 
thinks, as was ſaid of old, for the dz- 


| 2:/403:5 of Reuben, there were ſad 


thoughts of heart,the ſame thould be 
tor the diviſions of England, If 
ether Countries and Pariſhes con- 

tinue 
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tinue to be thus divided amongſ;, 
and again. themſelves, how can 
they itand ? Is it not high time that 
this were remedied ? By force it 
ſeems impoſſible to be done, without 
putting all things into a flame, which 
this is not a time for. When the ]/- 
raelites were generally fond of the 
priviledge, as they counted it, of 4: 
vorcing their wives, if they did not 
like them, Moſes was fain to ſuffer it 
for the hardnel[s of their hearts, If 
then it ought ro be done by far 
means, Whar better way can be 
thought of, than to reduce the hee, 
by reducing their ſhepherds ? Such 
ot them, I mean, as are men of Pe. 
ty, Parts, Learning, Gifts for prea- 
ching or writing well, and of mode. 
rate ſober,and- peaceable Principles 
Others may be ſpar'd, and cannot 
reaſonably expect to be prefer 'd, of 
more than counit'd art, ſo long as 
the Church has many children of he! 
9wn, men every way deſerving, who 
are yct unprovided for. 1f the mol 
con 
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conſiderable Nonconforming Mini- 
fters were by ſome relaxation of 
things ( not abſolutely necelfary to 
be inſiſted upon ) brought over to 
the Church, I dare ſay a m#ultiinde 
of Souls would by that means be ſa- 
ved from ſeparation,and a muliitude 
of faulis covered. 

You will find that amongſt Nox- 
conforming Miniſters, the bef# are 
besF cheap; I mean the avlef? and 
wiſeſt of them, will moſt cafily re- 
caive ſatisfaction , and be content 
with the feweſt conce//tons and con- 
d:ſcenſions. The Geeſe are they who 


ſeem ro think they cannot ger in at 


eſa Barn-door, without ſtoopine, and 
do ſtoop accordingly : whereas w2- 
| er, and 47gger creatures, will enter 


in at a ſ-zall wicket, and that with- 


Jout ſtooping. There is a time when 


men of great Religion and Learn- 


[ing are under a cloud,and their worth 
#4:4- Elijah 7hought he had been the 


onely man that had not bowed to 
Baal, whereas there was 7000 at 
hat 
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that time that weve no Idolaters 
Great ajfittion is ſuch a dar4-ln 
thorn, that when the worthieſt of 
men have bcen put into it, though 
they have had light to themſelves, 
their gb? could not ſhine before 
ne , neither that of their Parts, 
Learning, nor Religion. Was there 
not a time when ſome who are 
now famors ireachers, and juſt} 
ſo eſteem'd, would not be own'd 
ro have any Gifr or Talent that 
way 2 when thoſe who were, and arc 
truly good and holy men, were count- 
ed meer F#rmLiſis.and Superſtitions 
Perſons, men that had a form if 
Godlineſs. but dented the power 


2 PE Lr oe © cc OxXCz£t —_— } ws. i 


thereof. Hud facile emergunt, &c. 
They who have the power of Cozn- 
ing, will, it they pleaſe, melt down 
fſitver , and ſtamp braſs, or other 
baſe metal , and put an over-valuc} 
upon it. By theſe expreſſions I have 
propoſed to tej] you, that though 
rhere be lirtle noiſe of the Part: 
and Learningof Nonconforming Mi- 
maſters, 


of 


7e)s, 
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ters, they being po/zrreally and 
legally dead men, though their 
reaching and printing talent be by 
many deſprſed ( as every body uſeth 
to trample where the hedge us low ) 
yet it is moſt certain , that notwirh- 
ftanding the diſgrace which they 
have received trom ſome men 4s 


[weak as water, who have gone un- 


der the notion of Noxwconformiſts, 
and have recommended themſelyes 
to their 2zgY072a7t Hearers, by no- 
thing but 20zſe and fone, withour rea- 
ſen or ſexiſe( which fort of men ma 

be called ZPerifogers of the Noncon: 
forming Cl-rgw , as fome are called 
Petifogers of the Law ) yet others 
again do reſemble 7he tall Cedars of 
Lebanon, as much as the foremen- 
tioned men are like /hrubs; I mean, 
men of ſtature in point of zaturas 
parts, ſubſtantial learning,having a 


ell 7r4e gift 2n rational and profitable 


preaching, and uſeful wriiimg ; who- 
cver denies that, doth either volun- 
tarily or involuntarily abuſe the 
world, 
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Call a Spade a Spade, a Scholar 1 
Scholar, and a Chr:ſtzan a Chriſtian, 
be he ot what peculiar perſuaſion he 
will. Be juit co every man's good 
name. 
May I take the boldneſs to ap. 
peal tro the Conſciences of thoſe 
who have any ſhare in governing the 
Church, and to whom ſeveral Nez: 
conforming Miniſters are, and have 
been known ; Were it the laſt words 
you were to ſpeak, Do you not bc- 
lieve and know that ſeveral Nozxcon- 
forming Miniſters are of very good 
life, and of excellent gifts for the 
 Mriniſtery? Thar they cou'd do the 
Church agrear dcal of ſervice,it they 
were taken in? And that the raking 
of them zz, would xe! things very 


much, and reconcile the hearts ct | 


many to the Church of Ezgland! 
Whether the Labors of ſuch men 
as they, be not wanted in many 
principal placcs that are ill ſvp- 
plicd * 


world, own every man's worth ag 
you would have him ro own yours, 
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tied 2 Whether ir would not be 
highly pleaſing to God, to have 
ich men to be Lebourers in his 
Vineyard? Whether many Souls 
nigh not have cauſe ro bleſs 
| FGod for it to all cternity, and to rife 
up and bleſs you? Whether it be 
Ynot great pity, not only to ſuppreſs 
their gifts, bur ſtarve the Souls of 
Enany men, who are Chriſtians and 
Scholars as well as you, and 
have for many Years paſt ſuffer'd 
hard things ? For though ſome have 
yery caſually drawn filyer Baſons 
and Ewers at the Lottery of Non- 
conformity, yet the far greater part 
have drawn nothing there but Bod- 
kins, and Thimbles, and the one half 
of them little elſe but meer blanks. 
I dare ſay thar ſeveral of them,rhey 
and theirs, are ready to veg their 
bread from door to door. 


, 


Now why ſpeak I theſe things on 
their behalf ? Is there os zn Imgua, 
think you ? It is ſo far from thar, 

thar 
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that it is weli known that I have ilthe < 
ſome great inttarice,or inftanccs, hee 
as highly d:ſob/rged by ſome of that 
way, as ever Morrai was ; bur whe 

that is ſaid, and when all is Bbc mort 
God forbid hat T ſhould ſin ( 1s 
S'imuet 1494 ) an ceaſing io pray fo 
you; 1 mean, humbly ro pry, and 
perition thole who have power tofpnon 
fna:ch iuch mon as I have been 
ſpeaking of, as Fzrebrands ont of th: 
Fire, that they would pleaſe to doſ ofe 
It, and to rake into their ferious con- out 
 fiderarion, that whil'it ſome men 4p, T 
waſh iherr ſteps i ihe Butter of ne 
the Chir), no hardly ever aid, or ea 
wilt o.::z /2: ten Proleiytes to 1c, 0-p!on 
thers who are p.pulir enough , tofÞ!ta 
bring in multitudes to rhe Church ſie C 
with them ( though I will nor fay ep 
ſo many as St. Peter converted by be \ 
one Sermon ) who are ablc ro bring om 
in ſuch a great draught, would al- fainl 
moſt &reak the net , are excluded Find; 
from the work and wages of the M02 
Church, and no: afforded fo much as viſe 
the 
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the crums which fall from her table, 
whil'ſt ſome others who are juperzor 
to them in nothing, bur a greater /a- 
titude of opinion and pratiice, have ' 
more than heart erther can,or ought, 


«Rio wiſh. 


1 If young Mzniſcers did ever and 
non expreſs that candor, and ſweet- 
ws of temper, as to wiſh thar ail the 
Lords Miniſters might propheſie, as 
\Woſes did, thar all rhe Lords people 
ſud propheſie, and ro own the Pze- 
8, Parts and Worth of ſome of the 
Wlonconformmg Miniſters,and ro en- 
leavor intheir places and callings to 
. Fromote the making of a golden 
$Þ/:4e for them, to paſs over into 
| Fic Church, they would, by ſo doing, 
reap coals of fire upon the heads of 


be Nonconformiſtstiop their mouths 

om ever hereafter declaming a- 
 Fainſt rhem, engage them to return 
| $-2dneſs for kindneſs, and hononr for 
 (0our, Then would that contuſed 
viſe, which methinks I now do _ 
ike 
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like the ſound of a Trumpet, or thelfſ n 
alarm of War ; the noife-of men 
diſcharging whole Cannons of Re- 
HefFions and Reproaches one againlt 
another, ceaſe, and the voice of peace 
and lve, of joy and of gl1idneſs thall 
ſucceed in the room thereof ; thenff] he 
ſhall we //* under our Vines and Figh lit 
trees, none miking us, afraid. Ef 


Now, Sir, I heartily pity you , td {ta 
think how much I have treſpalſled] 
upon your p.ztzence , whilit I hay 
been giving good advice to you! 
Miniſters, how taey might eſcap 
the cl.ymors and cenſures of met 
ſtop the foul mouth of an anzs 
Preſs, and prevent refleCting Ton 
prilets againſt themſeives, and thei 
O-ger. ; oth 


Since I ſeem to ſee in your cou nef 
7enance, that you 2re not yet 724 fay 
our, I ihal: rake the boldneſs to ſpeafſ Py 
a few words more to the M:n:ſinfj an; 
that were but of yeſterd.y,and _ me! 

| NOT | 
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he nothing like ſo much of their 7rue 
nfl intereff and concernment as they 
fl may, or ought to do, who have liv'd 
nllf a great deal longer in the world. 


all Oaly let me premiſe, that when I 
cl beſpeak your ear, it is nor in the qua- 
A lity of my Auditor, or bare Hearer 

(for I know I am not worthy to 

ſpeak to you) bur of my Fudge, 
tl ſtanding at the Bar of your judez- 
A ment, and who may not have his 
Judges ear? 

The next thing which I mean to 
advertiſe young Mz:niſters of,is,about 
their reflefting upon Puritans and 
F Precifpans, without any diſtinFtion, 
' whereas Ezekze/'s good and bad figs 
did not differ more each from 
other, than ſome of that denomina- 
tion, do from others of the fame;wit- 
4 neſs what King James had wont ro 
i ſay, viz. That there were two ſorts of 
fs Puritiins, viz, The Knave-Puritan, 

and the Knave's Puritan ; the for- 


J mer the worFf? of men, a meer bypo- 
= O 2 crite, 


BL 
© £6 
F 
Fj 13 % 
i =. 
: 47 
* o 4 
\ *, 
; : 
| Þ F& 
* 8 f: 
*' : 
: ! 
| #, 88 
l 18 
8 19: {/ 
| if 
WF 
| p. 
| 1) 
' \ 631 
| 3 73% 
FI) 
{Fx 29 
16 
V; 
' y 
- 
' by. 
% il 
} 


180 An Impartial Vindication of 
crite,and whited Sepulcher, being all 
rottenneſs within ; the other, viz. 
ſuch as Mr. Dod, Mr. Hzilder/ſham, 
Dr. $:6s, &c. as good a ſort of men, 


in point of true 7-zety, Zeal, and 


DPeaceableneſs, as any were in the 
world. 


Give no body the leaſt cauſe to 
think or ſay, that you ate unk:1d to 
Proteſtants, in ſuch a cr21zcal time 
as this iS; That they will be apt ro 
ſay, it you give out that Fanaticks 
are worſe than Papz:ſts ( which is 
not properly faid neither , for you 
know who hath excellently prov'd, 
that Papiſts are great Fanaticks,in 
his Fanaticiſm of Popery ) why then 
do you oppoſe them ? and that you 
had rather live under Papzſts, than 
under' Fanaticks, or Presbyterians 
( as you call them) and that the 
Nation is in more danger from þa- 
naticks and Presbyterians,than from 
Papſts. 

I muſt tell you ſuch compariſons as 
| thoſe, 


the preſent Clergy of England. 18: 
thoſe, are odzous and ſuſpicions at 
ths diy. That anger is perfect mad- 
neſs, which makes men alk non- 
ſenſe, and it * no better for men to 
ſay, thar it 's better for us to have 
our Religion fundamentally ſubvert- 
ed, and Idol :try, Ignorance, Blaſphe- 
my, Dottrive of Merit introduced, 
than to have it czrcumſtantzally 
changed. 


Again, it is as /z/tle ſenſe as the 
other, to ſay, that we are in more 
danger of Fanaticks, than of 'Po- 
piſh Plots, The King and Parlia- 
ment have declared to the world 
their belief and aſſurance of a devi- 
liſh, hellijh, Popiſh Plot now a-foor, 
but I hear of no Presbyterian or Fa- 
natick Flot that they have diſco- 
vered, There was ſuch a thing 2z 
Maſquerade undertaken, by a man 
of fve or ſeven names,but what did 
it come to? that appears to have 
been a piece of Pageantry, yea , of 
Forgery, a moſt fiftitions, frivoloms 

| O 3 Plot, 
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Plot, the priiFure and ſhadow of a 
Plot, which ſoon vaniſhed away. 


Moreover, are the Pres-yterians, 
think you, ſo numero as the Pa- 
piſts are here in England ? It a Preſ- 
byter;an be a Tree that must be 
known by its fruits, T do declare 
( whatſocver has been formerly ) 1 
do not know one Presbyterzan this 
day in Ezng/:1nd: For where are Ly. 
Elders to be found 2 Where are 
their C/ifſes £ Where their Ord;ns 
t10u 2 Where their Synod ? Wher: 
are the Parochial Churches of theirs 
they had wont to contend for, cal. 
ling thoſe who interrupted that Or- 
der, by the name of Jheep-ſtealers, 
It ſhould ſecm in a dead winter of 
diſtrcſs, when all the 6/vſſoms , fruit 
and /eafs of Presbytery are fallen 
off, and the ſ:zp thereof gor into the 
root, no body carr diſtinguiſh it from 
what do you call 'um , 1 cannor «: 
bide ro mention the Names of Jet: 
and D:w:i/ons , bur you may guel* 

what 
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what I mean ) I look upon Presby- 
tery, that was, to be ſwallow'd up 


Nof its late Antagoniſi, and like to 


ſome places that did lie near the Sea, 
quite waſhed away by it. More- 
over, Presbytery for many Years 
paſt has had no Head, and' how a 
Body withour a Head can be formi- 
dable, I underſtand not yet. 


If you ſend the Papiſts away 
juſtified rather than Proteſtant Dſ- 
ſenters, you may thank yo.ar ſelves 
if you be lookt upon as Pepzſhly 
affetFed, or as well willers to thoſE 
Mathematicks. What have you to 
do to extrenuate the Crimes of Pa- 


B7:ffs at ſuch a day as this (nor thar 
i would have any man aggravate 


them neither, if it were ſo that they 
could admit of aggravatien) and 
mean time to exaggerate the Faults 
of poor Proteſtants t If you did love 
them, as you ought, one would 
think, that charzty of yours would 
cover all their infirmities, at le{twiſe 

| O 4 keep 
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keep you from tell;ng them in Gath, 
and publiſhing them in Askelon, to 
make the daughters of thePhiliſtines 
#0 rejoice, It a man were acted, and 
moved by Jeſaztes, as intirely as 
Puppets are by the wires which 
give them all their motion ( tor in- 
ternal Jocomotzve faculty, we know 
they haye none ) Or had the Soul of 
a Popiſh Pries? enter'd into him, as 
certainly as ever $::72 did intro any 
man that was poſſeſſed, he could not 
ſpeak any thing more agrceable tro 
their deſires, or more conducing to 


Their ſerv:ce,than if he ſhould pleaſe 


to intimate, that zhe /;itle Finger of 


Tresbytery or Tndependency.or other 
Set of Z rfſenters, would be found 
heater than the lomms of the Pa 
piſts >» Or that ihe Plor lately 
taſtened upon the Rymz/h Party,is no 
Plot of theirs, but of the D2zffen- 
Zers. He who affirms and preach- 
eth thar,deſerves to be made a Lord 
Agbot when they come into their 
Kingdom, it ever that be. Have we 


got 
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got Tranſubſtautiating Proteſtants 
now adays ? I thought none bur 
Rumiſh Prieſts had pretended a 
power of 7ranſubſtantiation;bur be- 
hold a ſort of Proteſtant Preachers 
(as they call themſelves, will 
ſome ſay, it you diſcourſe at that 
rate ) who have undertook to ran- 
ſubſtantiate the Popiſh into a Prote- 
ftant Plot, which can no more really 
be done, than 4read and wine re- 


ally turn'd into the natural body and 
blood of Chriſt. 


Another thing of which I would 
advertiſe young Miniſters, is, That it 
they happen to mention Zzherty and 
Property ( two great Names of 
things) they would not ſcoff at two 
ſuch things as thoſe, or aff-oz7 their 
Hearers for having ſome regard tor 
them, as if to be tond of them, 
were to be fond of meer Trijles, 
or Bartholomew-Babies, IT would 
have every man not only for wrath, 


but for Cunſcience-ſake, give unto Ct- 
TD ſar 
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far 7he things that are Czfars ; not 
preſitme - to -incroac!! one hairs 
breadth upon His Maje/tzes juſt 
Rights and Priviledges., bur when 
'rhar is done, all, 61# Fools, will take 
care that the ancient 1:72 2rfs of 
their /egal Properties and £iverizes 
be preſerved inviolate,and tnat their 
mein © tuum ( ſpiritual and rem- 
poral ) be nor illegally invaded ; 1 


would chuſe to wrong my ſe!f,rather 


than my Sovereign ; for ] can more 
honeitly cedere de jure proprio, i. e. 
depart from my own rizhr, than his; 
] may make more bold with my ſelf, 
than with my neighbor , but by my 
g00d Will] would wrong neither. 

I look upon every mans fe to 
be a great branch of his property, 
and intirely his pecu/z2r ; ſuppoſe 
then that the Emperor of Germany, 
( it you did live in that Countrey ) 
ſhould ſend and demand her for his 
owu enjoyment,and to ſpend the reſi: 
due of her days in his ſervice, would 


you not defend thar part of your pro 


perty 


H 


/ 
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Ot Fnerty as well as you could?or would 
iS fyou be ſuch a}771al,as to let it go? 
ths being of this belict,that the meer 
-Uz:/s and Ju(fs of Emperors , are 
above all Zaws, and do ar pleaſure. 
of make every mans property null and 
'fFvoid ? 
ni The counſel I am now giving you 
Wy /ittle young Brethren tor to you 
l fic is tharI do ſpeak, and have ſpoken ' 
-*Jall rheſe things) brings another = | 
Ipiece of advice to my mind, which _ 
© {hath great affinity with this; name- 
"ply, If ever you be rempred to play 
/:[the Stateſman in the Paſpit,never be 
YI fo far overcome as to tell the people 
in ſigns and figures, though not in 
words at. length, that good and va: 
rious Laws, and thoſe ſworn to by 
Him that is Supreme, ro be main- 
tained and defended by Him, do not 
) give the People any defen/ible right 
'| i:gally to poſſeſs and enjoy what 
thoſe Laws give them a title ro; It 
Laws be no protetFion and defence to 
the People, for whoſe benefit they 
| arc 


thi 


an 
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are pretended to be made, if they 
be nor as a hedge about them, rheifſ- 
Wives and Children , their Eſtates, h 
theirReligion above all,I beſeech youſ® ” 
why were they made, or what benef? | 
fir have we by them? If Chr:ſizans, 
and Proteſtants, or Proteſtant Chril| /; 
ſtzans, have no. more right and ref 
title as in the fighr of God and q: 
men, to ſtand up tor their Religion, _ 
whil it it is the Rel:gron eftabliſhedſ®" 
by Law, then the Chriſtians under an 
Talzan and Maximinian had, when I 
che Laws then in being were nor for, 2 
but againſt Chriitianiry, if there be fo 
par ratio betwixt them , and as iif 
their circumlitances and ours do run 
parallel ; ſo that we ought as meek- 
ly and 7amely to ſuffer our ſelves to c 
be decimated, i.e. every tenth manſ 
pur to death at rhe pleaſure of the 
Supreme Power ating arbitrarily, 
and not z# any courſe of Law, I ſay, 
it theſe things be ſo, I will by theſ J 
grace of God as patiently ſubmit to h, 
decimation, or be decimated my ſelf, |; 
AS 


F | 
«08 any of thoſe ſhall, who affirm this 


FoArine , I mean, in caſe I ſhould 
ve- in ſuch kind of: times and 
Flaces ; bur if theſe things be nor 
, but the meer chymerical notions 
,.þf Mens brains, who are diſpoſed 
x, ; 
iP fatier Princes,it they may court 
referment for themſelves , if ever 
ecemation of men ſhall come in 
aſhion again, it were a righteous 
jiing to let the men that talk fo 
; much, be tried what they can do, or 
nſ=hcr how they can ſutter, whether 
* fhey will then be like Sheep , dumb 
ef rfore the Shearer,and never ſo much 
os oper their mouths. I doubt if 
yer it come to thar, the o/d man 
ill begin to ſtir within them. If 
en mult be put to death by courſe 
nÞ! Law, there is no help for it ( as 
[3 Naboth's caſe) they may. not 
, fake any reſiſtance ; bur ir would 
'(ex any man thar has the ſenſe .of a 
' man in bim, to be hang'd, or behead- 
d, or burn contrary to Law, when 
- the Laws in being were for his pre- 


. lervation. Lirtle 
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Little do the young Mzniſierftrai 
think, whil'it they ſeek ro ingratiatgthe 
themſelves with Prznces, by makingLin 
the Ephah ſmall, and the ſhekebat 
great ; IT mean, ſhrinking the Z:berſno\ 
Zes and Propertzes of the Subjestha 
and ſtretchmg rhe Prerogative ofLa 
Kings, to an abſolute arbitrarineſs anc 
power, not only what . od:u72 theyanc 
bring upon themſelves, but alſo whaſpec 
miſchief and diſſervice they do tqthe 
thoſe Princes, whoſe abſolute powe 
they cry up: namely, they fill thi 
peoples heads with jealouſfte,thar thJ thi 
Prince ( whole little Solicitors theſf ful 
are ſuſpeCtcd ro be ) is ambitious tq cer 
calt off all the bands and cords «the 
Law, whereby Princes are limited(\y th 
is the va{t Ocean by the Sands) ang all 
to make himſelt more abſolute ang Cc 
arbitrary in his Government , tha bz 
the King of Kings is own'd to be, if toc 
the uſe of his Sovereignty, which hq ſw 
never did, doth or will make uſe of ſu 
to the wrong and injury of any 
_. his creatures; nor can he any mor 
—- tranſgrel 
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-tranſgreſs the bounds of Juſtice,than 
1gthe Sun ſtraggle beyond its Ecliptic 
ngJLine. Why ſhould any man doubt 
teſbur that our Gracious King that 
now is, is abundantly ſatisfied with 
ts] that power,which is veſted in him by 
ofLaw,and doesnot ſfcck. to inlarge 1? 
afand if fo, why ſhould Sycophants 
eftand Paraſites ſo repreſent him tothe 
aJpcople, as it they would provoke 
id them not to love or truſt him? 


by "Tis obvious for wiſe Princes to 
hJthink , . that they who preach fuch 
4 {ulſom, Iaſcious doftrine,do not fin- 
iq ccrely ſeek ro magnifie their Prince 
of thereby, bur to greaten and promote 
1] themſelves, and that they talk for 
all the world, like Reboboam's young 
Counſelors,who crackt the firings of 
hs government, by ſcrewing them up 
if 700 high ; and who advis'd him to 
hq ſwell his power and ſovereignty to 
of ſuch a bigneſs, thar it 4ſt again. 

0 

- My next advice to young Miniſters 
h 1s, 


Mie: ren DEEDS: oe 
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is, thar they would pleaſe tofurniſhſ is 
themſelves with a 7a7zonale of theirf'Tr 
whole Conformity; my meaning is, {ci 
that ('as the Apoſtle ſpeaks of 
mens r:udering a reaſon of the hopel 
that i 4; them © ) So you would befſo 
ready to render a reaſon of yourlgr 
Conformity, or to give a rational ac-fon 
count of the lawtfulneſs of all rhatJto 
Conformity which you have ſubmir-if 
ted to : becauſe ſome will be readyſne! 
to fay, That you have Contorm'dbe 
again? your Conſciences : And othersiiu 
again, That you did Conform blind-h. 
fold, .not knowing woat you did Mi 
Both - which are great - RefleCtions|ing 
upon your Profeflion and FunQion,ſpu 
Have you not heard ſome People[Mc 
lay, Such a Miniſter u a Conformiſt ih 
but a very hones? Man; for T be ' 
Heve he has Conform'd against hulpla 
Conſcience,and uſeth it as hu burden,.on 
What could be ſaid morenonſenſical.Jhir 
For in ſo ſaying, They do in onefwo 
breath both ſav, thar ſuch a one is aſÞu 
- yery honeſt Man, bur prove thar he[#/s 
is 
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niſhſis a Knave ; - for he that makes a 
cir} Trade of aCting againſt his Con- 
is ſcience, is no leſs. 
an EE . 
opeſ- Now leſt any of you ſhould be 
beſo ſpoken of ( which is one of the 
ourſgrearcit afironts that can be put'up- 
ac-Jon yu) yea, and ſcem to deſerve 
hatto be ſo cenfured, let me adviſe you, 
Ut-Jif vou have nor ſtudied che lawtul- 
dyſneſs of Conformity, 4 parte ante, or 
zd[Þefore you did *enter upon it, 
ersiludy a parte poi7; Better late 
vd-Jihan never. Whar modeſt young 
:d. [Miniſter would not bluſh cxcced- 
nsJingly, if a ripe-witted pregnant, dif- 
0n,putatious Tradeſman,Shopkceper or 
plepMechanick ( as there are. many 
z[t,fhrewd mcn amongſt them) thal! in 
be-Ja Coffee-houſe , or other publick 
hyuWplace, before much company,fall up- 
en,yJon him for his Conformzity,and battic 
al. Jhim terribly, he not having one wiſe 
ne word ro fay tor himſelf ? They are 
; abut the 4loſſoms of Conformity, or 
he #/ofſom Conformſts, who have Con- 
is P form'd 
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form'd hand-over-head,and can ſhe 
no cauſe jor what rhey bave done, 
I call them -/ofſoms, becauſe the leaſt Y, \ 
puff of breath. is enough to blow 
them away. 1 dare engage that ſuch 
zmplicite-faith-young men, who have 
taken their Conformity upou meer 
iruſt,and have nothing to ſay for ir, fl. 
ſhall, like Weaihercocks, turn w:th MN 
every wind ; for they can ihew as 
much reaſon for any thing c!ſc,as jor 
whart they now practiſe, thar is, juſt 
none at all. 

Poiſibly ſome of you have bcenf| |; 
Re-ordainid, and being upbraided 
with it, know not how to juſtific it, 
bur look very ſimply upon it, when 
ir is Jaid ro your charge, as if, 
ſome foul Crime had been Jaid toff, 
you. You are even ſerv'd in your 4 
kind , for medling with any fa- 5 
cred thing , without having firlif « 
firſt given due Tatisfaction to your, 
ſelves, ſuch as might probablyÞ,,.. 
have been able to ſatisfie others al, c- 
ſo, I ſee you do i# Mwohererey... 


flick 


—_—  —— — = CY a ——— 


the preſent Clergy of England. 195 
Bfick int the mire; yea, are fallen in- 
ito a dztch , being in thar pickle, I 
hold my ſelf bound to help you out 
 :g2in,as it were my duty to do,if it 
vere but my Neighbor's Oxe ; and 
low much more tor you, who are 
ment of learning and parts, onely 
\Iunſtudicd in the Points of Confor- 
þ ity, who have onely the pratZicat 
part of Conformity 5 the Empirical 
rt, but know nothing of the The- 
y. 


If then your being Re-0rda7n'd be 
*Pbj<ed ro you, you may pleaſe to 
"Fnſwer thus for your ſelves: You 
lid indeed receive a . ſecoud Ord:ua- 
jon, becauſe you could nor be lookt 
pon«as Miniſters of the Church of 
"England, without being Epiſcopally 
n )rdazned. You could legally libenſe 
"$o Sacrament , neither could you 
- teach publickly, or ſo much as 
arry,or bury, &c. and if you had 
"reſum'd ro have done any thing of 
pat nature, the Law of this Land 
- Fx would 
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would have lookt upon it as a Nu 
ity: Bur you did never rYenouncw! 
your former Oradination as that 
which .was not good and valid in 
the ſtght of God, neither were. yo 
ever put upon ſo doing. One of this 
molt excellent B:ſhops and greatcſivl 
Cafuilis that evcr £Ergl md hadgM 
would not ſpare ro fav. By v:r1iugcl 
of other th in Epiſcopal Ordimationg lin 
men are made true Miniſters of thibe 
Catholick Church, and coram Deg evi 
fuch, ſuch in toro Dei, 7n the ſight of pe 
God., though not of the Laws ini 
England. 


Now as many Miniſters as arc off ſu: 
the ſame opinion with that greaſ no 
and incomparable Prelate,and diver N. 
others of the ſame mind with hinf © 
15, the Biſhop of Galloway ( 1 
whoſe Ord:nation many Preacher 
did flock, /:he Doves fo thetr will bu 
dows, he always telling them, I on wh 
you for true Miniſters of Chriſt,an ito 
of bis Goſpel , though not as leg] us 
Miniſiay. 


- 
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LE Miniſters of the Church of England, ' 
Ct whic h you CORE hither to be made, 
by berng Ordained Fpiſcopally. ) 1 
ay all Miniſters who are ot that 
mind, ſhould rhey' be pur upon' -e- 
I nou1nceng their former Ordination, 
which was much the ſame as the 
Miniſters in other Reformed: Chur- 
cies have, would be pur upon tel- 
ling of a Zye, which may in no caſe 
be admitted of: but if ir be-ſo, that 
every Biſhop do forbear to: clog rhe 
of perſon to be Re-0:4::z#ed With that 
Q inſuperable difiic:!ty, I ſeeno ſin er 

ail inofi:ring a mans ſelf ro a ſecond 
Ordimation, when the former was 

of ſuch as the Laws of Fngl 94 will 
af] not accept. Tis no 7:kng of: Gods 
ef N.2me in van, for it 1s 71 ve grali 
in} © propter graves canſas. 


ef Every /in s a breach of ſome Law, 
1M but what Law doth a man break, 
mf when he admits of a ſecond Ordina- 
{7e,, tor the Reaſons aforeſaid 2 Let 
us not make more fins than God hes 
| P macc. 
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made. Where doth the Scripture 
ſay, that a Man ought ro be Ordain- 
ed no more but oxce, ypon What oc- | nc 
caſion ſocycr? Suppoſe a man ſhould || th 
be married 7wzce or thrice to the || p3 
ſame Woman (as not long ſince ma- Þ| he 
ny people were, 245. once in private || F3 
by a Miniſter, when Miniſters were cc 
ſuſpended 3b officzo & beneficio,as toÞſ 1y 
£ publick Marriage, another time in|] ſu 
pnblick by a Fultice of 'Peace) what] Ve 
ſin was then in it, jf their Con-|| #4 
ſciences could nor. }& ſatisfied with- | W 
out the onc, aud the Law without} 4? 
the other ? Ir is more than I know 4? 
if the anointing of Kings, whereby || B 
to confecrate them to their Regal} of 
Office, were not as ſacred a thing as] ſu 
Ordszation :s the Miniſtry, and yet] Ie 
that has been reported ev. gr. inf] n} 
David's cale , 1 Sum. 16. 13] Ot 
2 $711.2.4. 2 $111.5.3. Who had the at 
holy oil ſeveral times poured upon 
his head. Nay, I will ſuppoſe that 
a man were in a Countrey very re-J 
mote from his own, where it were _ C: 
= ED: EE ES | bo 
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led in queſtion, whether he were ever 
;- | #aptized or no ? nay, they would © 
>. | not believe thar hc ever was ; and for © | 
d || that reaſon would nor ſuffer him tro j 
e | partake of the Lords Supper, unleſs | 
x- | he would be 42pt;zed betore their | 
ef| Faces. I think though a man were if 
< || certain that he was truly and righr- i 
off ly baptized in England, yer upon 
nÞ| ſuch an occaſion as rhat, he mighr 
| very lawfully ſuffer himſelt to be 
1-|| #apiized again; eſpecially it ſuch 
-| words were us,4. 4p-ich ſomewhere 
tf} are appointed tb-ee-us d,viz. If thou 
v | ar7 nor baptized, Ibaptize thee. 
y | Bur he that doubts the lawtulneſs 
/] of being Re-or-dazned, may, I pre- 


$| ſume, have his ſcruple removed , by 
| reading a lictle Treatiſe written ma- 
1| ny Years ſince by Mr. Zumphrys up- 
on that Subject with good ſtrength 
and clearneſs. 


no man isa Miniſter of the Charch 
Cathotich, bur only of a Peculiar 
P 4 Church, 


They whoſe opinion it is, that ; 1 
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Church, do plead tor a Miniſter to 
be in effect Re-ordained every time 
thac he gocs from one ( burch to ani] ».: 
other, i.e. 70:zes quotzes., even as || di; 
often as he may happen to ſhift Þ us 
Churches,&x. gr. to go trom a Church || by 
in O14 England, ro a Church in New || to 
England, then to Geneva, and. after Co 
that to Holland, &c. _ yo 

Now they who do allow of local wi 
Ordinations repeated 71 infinitum, | up 
as need ſhall be, have no cauſe ro be || nz 
ſcandaliz'd at any Miniſter, he "_ bc 
Re-Ordained. th 


If you : are at any time put upon || ar 
it to juſtitie your having ſublſcrib'd, Þ gi 
That the Covenant doth not bind || cc 
you, nor any other perfon to alter | m 
the Government, &c, 5 [ 


Tell thim, in the firſt place, That I} 7: 
whereas Folks call this the A&jara- | w 
Z:0n of the Covenant, "tis no ſuch || at 
matter, 'for there is no0.1th in the | a 
caſe, but a bare Ts. en l: 
. | Secondly, | © 
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Secondly, rei} them, It 15 not a re- 
nouncing ot rhe whole Sroich Cover 
2.1m, but oniy that part of it waach 
dil concern the E:.i:rpation of the 
uncient Gourrnment of ihe Charch 
by Biſhops. &c. ou arc not vblig'd 
to ſay , that you, by virtue of that 
Covenin',ate not vblig d to reform 
your ſelf, and your Famiilzes (which 
were - duties that were incumbent 
upon you antecedent to that Cove- 
nant) but'you are not thereby 
bound to root out Epz{copacy. If fo, 
then ir would be Jawtui for the Com- 
monalry ofa Nation to iwear againſt 
any Law in bcing, and ro force Ma- 
giſtrates to repcal and recall ir, and 
conſequently the people of 14H/13d 
may when they will 241z7e and for- 
ſwear their Republick Government, 
ana the people of £ng/2nd, Scot- 
Imd and IeJind, mas, when they 
will, a&jure and forſwear ZTonarchy, 
and combine rogetherto ſettle into 
a Commontwealth, It this which TI 
laſt mentioned would be an n/2w- 


ful 
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fat Oath, and unliwfully impoſed, 
then the Scotch Covenant was 1o roo, 
ſo far as it did relate to the Extir- 
pation of the Church Government, 
which the Laws of the Land had 
eſtabliſh'd. 


Methinks thoſe paſlages in the 


Covenant Which concern the reform- 


ing of oyr ſelves, and our Families, 
which were put in for to make the 
reſt paſs, are like the milk .and the 
butter in a Jordly dith, which acl 
brought ro S/ſera, Judg. 4. 18. that 
he might nor ſuſpe&t the hammer 
and the nail with which ſhe meant 
ro kill him. 


Moreover, You may tell your 
Friends that are unfarisfied about 
your Subſcribing, That the Stoteh 
Covenant does not bind any body. 
Whar the learned Mr. Falconer ſaith 
in that caſe, viz. That the Covenant 
Was no Vow to God, ( for it is not 
catted a Vow, either im ;he Preface, 
| Poady, 
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Body, or Concluſton of it ) but a 


meer Combination and Compatt be- 
twixt two Nations , viz. England 


and Scotland atteſting God there- 


unto. 


Now theſe two Nations by their 
Reprefentatives in Parliament , ha- 
ving mutually releaſed each other, 
they arc really and in the ſighr of 
God releaſed ; for as men have pow- 
er to hind, ſo to looſe one another 
by conſent , where mutual conſent 
and promiſe is a// the tye, ex. gr, If 
any couple have promis'd Masriage 
each to other, bur not conſummared 
it, they may break off, it both par- 
ties be willing, but that married 
people cannot be divorced, pro- 
ceeds from another cauſe, vzS. be- 
cauſe God hath made that Bond zn- 
aifſotuble. 


Thoſe who throw the Covenant in 
your diſh, ask them , If any Oath 
can bind a m2n to ſin} Whether ne- 

mo 
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mo tenetur ad peccatum, be not a 
good Rule EN 7 


them, Whether #pzſcop.zcy being the 
Government ferled by ric Laws of 
che Land, nor only ar this day, bur 
hundreds of Yea:s betore the Sroteſh 
Covenant was'heard of, 'and a Go- 
vernment under which we- may be 
happy, (as all -people have been 
_ under their particular Dzoceſaxs,who 


have had a gocd and pious Bz/hop 


lawtul for any Subjet of Erzland at 
this day to endeavor to cxtirpare it 
Root and Branch? If it woald be a 
ſin in you ſo. to do. then I. am ſure 
you cannot be obliged eirher-by the 
Covenant, or by any Oath orVow ro 
do it. 1am fare I have now ſaid 
enough to' Jay a foundation of cha- 
ritz2ble judging of all thoſe Mini- 
fiers who have farisiicd themſelves 


to ſubfcribe,,. Thi rhe Srotch Cope 


ki want doih at ths diy biud no man; 
= , Viz. 10 endeavor the extirpation of 
ITY 


' In the next place IT would ask. 


I would ask- them if they think it. 


F. | p—_— y _ S., kk. ©, PrIQ 


Mikes I > 0 =” & © 


Theſe Arguments, I think, will ſtop 


= _— MOR] 
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molt mens meuths, as to the matter 
of rercuncing the Covenant,and Iam 
ſure theirs never ought tobe opened 
againſt Miniſters tor ſo doing, a- 
mongſt whom it was aProverb in 
1648, That the Couvmmant was an _ ql 
Almanack out of date. [i 


If ofience be taken,at your having 
given your Aint and Conſent to 
every thing vontain'd in ſo many | 
Books ; You may dcclare to them, | 
that the true intent and meaning of , 
the Church in all Stbſcriptions of 
that narure is, as Biſhop Brambhal, 
and fince him, the excelicnr Dean of 
St, Pauls , and other men of great 
name have cxplain'd to us; as to 
which ſeveral of the -more learned 
Nonconformiſ.s have been heard to 
ſay, That could they underſtand the 
Sub(cripiions in the ſame ſenſe thar 
we aſſure our ſelves they are under- 
ſtood ({ v5. in a ſenſe near to Mr. 


Chillingſworths, viz, That they 


” G4 V; = L209 
., 25.84 % P_ * -* he 
S $. TD. COON 
4 &-* I 4 Ya —*" 
- — <6 is S A! .” ES, 
[APY > 2" hai 
P d. 
K $ , 


206 An Impartial Vindication of 
bwn there u nothing in the Doftrine 
and Diſcipline of the Church , for 
which a man # obliged to diſturb the 
Peace, or withdraw from the com- 
munion of it > all rheir doubts 
would be oyer as to that affair. 


If you be queſtioned concerning 
uſing the Ceremonies of the Church, 
without ſubmztizng to-which , you 
cannot legally enjoy your Publick Mi- 
niſtery,( though without b-ing very 
fond of them you may ) mind them 
of whar Dr, Horton had wont to ſay, 
wiz. That he did not dire to lay 
down by Miniſtery for any cauſe, for 
which he ought not to Liy down his 
life. Thenask them, Whether they 
do finccrely think, thar a man ought 
rather to lay down his life, than to 


ale the J;g12 of the Croſs in Bapti- 


zng, or io wear a Jurplices or to 
Eneel at the Lords Supper ? I dare 
ſay, thac a!l theſe Anſwers do carry 
with them ſo grear a face of reaſon, 
that he muſt be a man yery unchari- 
table. 
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cable,that dares ro ſay , That who- 
ever has Conform d(upon ſuch con- 
.- [iiderations as thoſe ) hath wrong'd 
2. (bs Conſcience. 


Ne 


*| As for the Croſs in Baptiſm, 

at which ſome Nonconformſis do 
g tick, giving our, That it made by 
, [the Chnrch as it were another $a- 
1 [crament: That is a great miſtake, 
- {for ſo long as the Church doth nor 
y [Pur the definition of a Sacrament 
i [#por 77, it muſt not be thought to 
, [uſe it as a Sacrament. A Sacrament 
y [iS #0th ſignum © ſigillum (a deru,both 
. fa /ign amd a ſeal of the Covenant of 
; | Grace, as alſo vehiculum gratie, 2 
- | channel for the conveying of grace 
. |: Gods good ime , and all rheſe 
. [three by Divine Hiffitution. Now 


| the Church of Z7g/:nd doth never 
attribute any ſuch thing to it, and 
| | that is moſt plain, that caz #97 com- 
ventt definitio, non convents defint- 
tum, Whart it ſome once ingredient 
of a Sarrament be afcrib's ro it,vrs. 


T hat 
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That it is 4 ſeen, &c. rauſt it there-Jnif 
force nocds be a S1crament,or intcnd-fot 
ed for ach 2 By tho fame reaſon, ito « 
I put Fr7mz info the definviizom of juſt 
a Horſe, vou may fay 1 make a A.inſſiat 
of him. becauſe Animal 1s part of theÞÞy 
definit; :on of a Min, who is d:fined ell 
ro be Anim Y yationalss. yo! 


Unleſs a wiſe and a hd man vil: 
have a kind of quo. hoc, as to this 
unreaſonabic concecit,thar the Church] 1 
harh made a kind of a $1cr:2141:7 of - 
the Cr 'ols in B, 1p: '7 (mm, | cannot imagin Mas 
how he ſhould perſiſt in it, ThePvel 
Church is fo far from making thePre: 
S:gn of the Croſs a Sarrament ct if 
its (elf, as that it doth not recom-fn 
mend ir as ; ay eſſential part of theÞ0s 
Sacrament of Baptiſm , and rhere- PN, | 
fore gives way in piizu7te Ppt ſm, Pak, 
ro the total omittion of it. 'ErE 


This account being Five n, 1 hope v 
the Scandal of th? Cro! 's 21 RB with W 
may nor bc fo great, 2 t0 make Mi-P} to 

niltcesf 
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efniſters thought diſhoneſt for uſing 
4.Jof it. When you are onceprovided 
iffIio defend your Contormiry ſo far as 
offuitly you may , that you be nor 
;yfliable to be run down and batted 
zoÞþy every Enemy thereunro, let me 
-affcll you you have gained a great 

point,and may ſhew your heads with 

uch more confidence than other- 
nviſe you could well do. 


hf IT paſs on to another material piece 
;{ bf advice, and that is, Let young 
inÞ[niſters look to it , that all and 
very of the Sermons which they 
reach, have a good tendency,a pious 
rif; and deſign, that rhey take good | 
1-fim at the Glory of God, and zhe l 
ze ood of Souls, as that preventing of | 
>- Þt, and promoting of virtue and 
7 Þdlineſs. A good deſign, is as it 

cre the ſa/t of a Sermon; and if 

at be wanting, where is the ſavor? 
et} wherewithall can it be ſavor'd ? 
4 we ought to cart and drink, oze- 
1-f 7o Gods glory; how much more 


Qo Q ought 
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oughr thar ro be the higheſt end 
our Praying and Preaching ? Wha 
they fay of At7F:ons, is truc of Ser. 
7018,N1Z. ſpecrficantur a finethey arc 
what they are, good or bad, accord 
ro their end. A Sermon of an il 
dcfign, is r2nck poyſon ; one withon 
a good acftgn, 18 unfavoury as thi 
white of an Egg ; : bur a Scrmon 0f 
a good and holy defign , ought al 
ways ſo far forth to be regarded. 


And now (' my young Brethren 
to intforce what I have ſaid, give m 
leave to tell you, It has been princi 
pally and generally to the failings 
and indiſcretions of ſome of you { 
ſay not to them only, as it 0 
men had no failings ) that the Enc 
mies of the Church have got | 
orcat an advantage againt? her. Thc) 
are (_ to fay the ſeaſi of them ) th 
mo!t in your cycs, which perſon 
difatfected have magnified = 
beams, viz. your long Periwigs y 
out ful looks.your bitter wet 

agaitt 
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again? Diſſenters, your unſcripturat 
Harangues, your bombast Language, 
your Pulpir Ethicks without Theolo- 
gy, or any mention of our Suuours 
Name and Dottrine, your uUncircum- 
ſpec? lives, ( tor thele things ) they 
lay, are generally found amongit 
you, confirming what $9/o-m0n lays, 
v:zS. that childhood and youth are 
vanity. Therefore it behoves you 
to retrieve the honor of the Church, 
which you have ſeveral ways diſho- 


> 


 nor'd; and that you may caſily 


do, by obſerving the Rules and 
Methods aforeſaid, to which give 
me lcave to add as followeth. 


One great and principal reaſon of 
your being fo decply cenſured and 
i/l-ſpoken of, as you are, is your 
preſuming rocenſure and deſpiſe the 
whole race of Nonconformziſis(ſome 
very tew excepted ) who cenſure and 
vilitde you again, by way of veta- 
tation; I ſay, thar being as great a 


cauſe as any, of the great o&/aguy 
O23 and 
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and :zzfamy under which the Clergy 
of England is now loaded, as a Cart 
& loiden under fheaves, my hearty 

&dvice 1© YOu 1s, that you would ſer 
a th before the door of your lips 
for ti1z: matter, I mean as in rete- 
rence tO ce nſuring and v1lifying all 
D:ſſenters, but cipecially thoſe who 
are Cicrgymen as well as your ſc]ves, 
only on the wrong /ide of 7 the hedee, 
and without the pale of the Church 
of England (in one ſenſe ) whilſt 
you have the happineſs to be wth- 
Zn. 


Far be it from you to ſay, that 
few or none of them, are cither p/- 
0715 Or le: ned, or poor. I know that 
abundant ot them are all thoſe 
three ; I ſpeak the truth, and lie 
nor, my Conſcience alſo bearing me 
witneſs, I my felt heard an eminent 
and dienificd Divine of the Church 


of England ( who dicd nor long 


ſince) ſay, It was a miſiake too, 
Ing continued in,to the very great 
prejudice 


prejudice of the Church, viz. That we 
thought our Nonconformirg C{po 
ſues were not at all conſiderable for 
their Parts and Learning, and [0 
whil' we undertalued them, they 
have greatly undermined us. To that 
purpoſe I am ſure his words were. 
I am now convinc'd, ſaid he, that 
there are many notable Men and 
good Scholars among#t them. 


I would therefore propoſe to you 
(my Brethren) a melius inquiren- 
dnm about that matter. Search and 
ſee if it be not as I tell you, and for 
eyer abandon your unjult and harſh 
cenſuring of them, in caſe you find 
it ſo to be. Cenſuring I Cenſus 
1;ug. It you call them Fools, they 
will go nigh to call you Azaves, 
though neither the one name nor 
the other is due to cither of you. If 
you drink to any man ia cup of 
ſcorn, he will make you pledge him, 
| and it will come art laſt ro Z£quales 
calcies, - Were it not an inyidious 


- thing 
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þ 
214 An Impartial Vindication of 
thing to mention mens names in 
ſuch caſes, it were cafie for us ro 
give you a large Catalogue of Non: 
conformiſts that are truly learned, all 
impartial men that know them being 
Judges. If there be ſome Tr2fley's, 
or 7rif1;ng men among(t them.,a grear 
man has told us, That: there i iri- 


fling everywhere. 


As for the true Pzety of divers of 
them; I have only this to fay, That 
there are a great many of them who 
do live,-ſo far as men can diſcern, 
very righteouſly; ſoberly, and godlily; 
and they who fo live, ought to be 
reputed pious men. | It we fay that 
men who fo hve are not pious, we 
our ſelves are not charitable ; .and 
ſo far forth as we are not charitable, 
we our ſeives are not pious. 


But the ſtrangeſt thing of all is, 
ſome will not own that any Nowcon- 
forming Miniſters ave poor ; nay, ſay 
they, {hey get more movey than _ 
WHYH9 


W 


_ 
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who are im the Church. This is for 
men to ſpeak w2:hout book, nor 
knowing what they ſay, nor whereof 
they do affirm. I know and am ſure 
of the contrary, I mean,that though 
there are ſome few Nunconformmg 
Miniſters who have great and rich 
Congregations, which allow them a 
plentitul maintenance (and thev who 
have them are generally Y:c/ men, 
who have leait need of them) y 
generally ſpeaking, I am ſure hs 
Nonconforming Preachers are vaſtly 
poor, yea, ſome of them are ſo, who 
are men of very g00d Parts and 
Learning, wirneis one that writ two 
learned Books againtt the An2b7p- 
fiſts, whoſe name I cannot think of, 


Commend me to a true Jeſt which 
was occaſioned by a certain Doctor 
of the Church of Ang/2nd, his ſay- 
ing in the hearing, of "a Nonconform- 
ing Preacher abour dinner-time, 
Now, ſaid he, zf I had a mind to eat 
welt, 1 would go dime where a Non 

Q_4 Cum 
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conforming Miniſter s to Dine, 


0 
The Nonconformiſt replied thus; 
upon him, Do#or, ſaid he, Did you! 
know how poorly ihe generality off 
Nonconforming Preachers do fare, lb: 
the firs? thing you would eat, would|s: 
be your Words. of 


I hope by this time you are ſariſ-| 
| fied as tothe Uaris, Learning, and[:j 
| | Poterty of many of them , but a-[z 
[ | oainſt their Pze:y methinks I hear// 
| you objef and lay, They will nothr. 
comply with lawful Authority,ſo far: 
q | as ther Conſciences would giverhem| 
| leave to do, cx. gr. They could hear 
ihe Commen-Prayer read, and kneel|c 
at the Saorament, but they will not;}1 
How can they be honeSt men ?! 


G | T 

It the Parties concern'd would |: 
ſpeak out plainly, I'll rell you what}? 

_ 1 think they would fay, and whar is 
the beſt defence or excuſe they can | 


| 


make for themſelyes. 


f 


He, | 
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IWe muFft and ought to preach,will 


ome of them ſay, Neceſſity « laid 
hus]#por us, and wo 10 us if we preach 
youſr.of the Goſpel. Now if we preach 
/ offew:ll they ſay, we muif have ſome 
re fbody to preach to; we must not do 


uld 


tiſ- 
ind 


Id 


of him, go call upon Brother Bird 
and Brother Beaſt 7o hear us. Bur 
we ſhall have no Hearers, ſay they, 
if we uſe the Liturgy, and ſubmit to 
a partzal Conformity. They fancy 


[that eve; 'y man that do: hf fo, car- 


rieth a hogo of Antichriit about him, 
or & tainted, as they call it. 


Again, Mcthinks I hear the Noz- 
conforming Preachers fay, We muff 


; [1:ve, we muſt have food and raiment 


for our ſelves, our wives and chil- 
dren ; but how hall wwe ccme by it, 
unleſs we preach 4 For No Pater 


at} Noſter, No Peny ; They that will 
is þ 7207 work, muſt nor eat with them. 
an 


"7 


| lonavum fucos peens d prefſe __ 


arcet, They 


like St. trancis, as the Papiſts tell 


Wo | 
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They will ſuffer no ?Dreres to be 
in their [7ves. Now, fay they, we 
ſhall loſe all our Audztors, it we be 
ever ſo little ſprinkled wich Confor-v; 
mity, though we be not dept mn zt 
over head and ears. A little of that 
leven,they make account, will levenſby 
the whoſe _ They would haveſas 
men avoid 2} ihe occaſh tons, and alll( 
the appearances of Conformity,as weſth 
Joould avoid the garment (potted}Ce 
with the fleſh. "op 


It a Nonconformiit Miniſterſ th 
ſhould read the Servzce, ir wou'd bef(t 
- the citeem of ſome, as if he hadÞan 

Jeſt 2n 14ot, or had ſet þ;s face tone 
W, —_ S299 2r44,and therefore ought] W 
to be conſund with Fire from Hea-Þ fe 
ven. Let us Conform bur a little} di 
ſay they,and we Poor Miniſters whop ar 
have a all our ſub{i:tence trom thoſe 3o 
few peop!? that hear us preach,mullt] ni 
be leit to ſ{arve, we, our Wives andl th 

#r chiliren. Now we find the 1} ut 
gry old man within us very averſe to fo 
that 


de 


VC 


zt 
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har. Moreover, i: when we are 


relied ro go rwo miles with the 


+4. - 


miits will nor only not maintain us, 
but ſcorn us, Joarth us, and treat us 
as the off ſcowring of all things, 
( ws mepinuis 1 mpiedSophe ) For 
though they themſelves did uſe rhe 
Common-Prayer when they have 
occaſion to be married, and do: iind 
no fault with the office relating to 


that molt comfortable importance, 
( though I conceive that the Prayers 
and Iniiructions in that Oflice are 


-Pnot meer civil things, but parts of 


Worſhip ; ) yea, though they them- 


-#ſelyes will receive the Sacrament 


diſpenſed by the Lirurgy, as. oit as 
any Office or Place cannot be en- 
joyed without it ; yet the poor Mi- 
niſter, who in compliance - with au- 
thociry,thall preſume to uſe ir, being 
under» the ,charater of a Noncon- 
tormiſt, ſhall preſently be thought 

ro 
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_ to have ſet his Face towards Rome S 
tro have apoſtarized from the Purityſfd 
of Worſhip, and not to be any lon. 
ger fit for their Society, Tis un. ll 
reaſonable indeed to condemn others ſc! 
for doing that which they do them-Þ\ 
ſelves, bur fo it is,though it be eafiep9 
ro apprehend, that there is as muchPc: 
neceflity for a poor M:niſter and hisÞ! 
Family to be kept trom ſtarving, asÞÞ 
for a private man to marry,or an Ot-J/ ' 
fic2r ro keep his placc. hc 


Do but conſider theſe circumſtan- 
ces,and then tell me if you have not 
cauſe to judge your ſelves, for ha-F 
ving judged fo hardly of poor Non-| 
conforming Miniſters, who have not 
11 their practice Contorm'd fo far as 
their Conſciences could have given 
them leave; were you in their caſe, 
you would be tempted to do as they 
do. Therefore reſtore them with a 
ſpirit of meekneſs. canſidering your ( 
ſetves, leſt ye alſo be tempied. ht 


SOme 


f {ihe preſent Clergy of England. 221 


melt Some may think I have been bri- 
ity :d, Or —_— obliged one way or 

Kher, to plead for ſome ot the 
_- it of ths Nonconforming Mini- 
reficrs, at ſuch a rate as a well-fee'd 
m-gawyer might do for his Client, but 
fieþod knows there is no ſuch matter; 
chica, 1 was about to ſay,ſome of that 
aisfarty, ſince I gave my ſervice to ihe 
asþhurch , - have vilely and wicked- 
Jl diſob! iged and he&or'd me, as 


he Philiſtines did Samſon , when 


hry put out both his eyes, and 
n. $144e him to grind like a Horſe zn a 
or {:1/- Bur when all that is ſaid, I 
a-Fver did,and cycr ſhall, love any ho- 
n- jeſt 731, though I think him to 
Or ſhave a ſoft place in his head, or to 
as [pave play'd ihe Fool at the greateſt 
-n [are in the worſd with me, and with 
e himſelf. 


:| My bowels yearn towards the 
x (Church of England, which I fear has 
nor that fulneſs of the Divine Bene- 
dition that it might have , if its 
bowels 


k %. 
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| bowels did yeury fownrds pro 
 peaceable, and learned Nonconfq 
on - mills; | chink in my Conſcience 
1% | God hath a Controverſie with ye 
B upon that account. - 


There are ſeveral Texts of Scr n 
pture which I cannot get off m . 
heart, for my lite, ſuch as theſe tha 
follow : To them who gave the N; 
Sarites wine to drink, and Command 
ps the Prophets, (19218, Propheſi hs 

- God ſaith, Amos 2.12. I af. 
park 5 under you, as a Cart is pre 
fed that 7s full of ſheaves. Anc 
Ifa. 30. 9,10. This is a vebellin 
people which ſy to the Seers, le : 
ot and to the Propbrts, pr ophefiÞ*.. 
701 to us right things. And ver.1l 
Get yo! o7t ef the way - cauſe th e 
holy One of Hracl 70 ceaſe uw 64; 


< Jae fi 


I'll conclude this Head with thoſe g 
dreadiul words, 1 Theſſ. 2. 16. For| 
bidding to prea:y to the Gentiles, 

| thai 


that they might be ſaved, fulfilling 
their ſin always, for that wrath zs 
come upon them to the utmot.. 


I dare = ſay as, St. Pauldoth, 
could wiſh my felf accurſed from 
Chriſt, tor We _— a= 
{might my life cr lives (had I more 
-|:han one) be a propitiatory Sacrifice, 
whereby full atonement might be 

made for all worthy Miniſters who 
are out of place, whoſe Picty, Parts 
and Learning are unqueſlionable, arid 

[ whereby the reſtoring of them to their 
publick Miniftry might be procured, 

if God afliſting me, 1 would facrifice ir 
with great. readineſs and chearful- 
l nefs, 2» order To the glory of God, the 
fi ſatuvation of mens Souls, the ſupport- 
| ing of many undone Families, andthe, 
1.0 moſt, mndoubted ſirengthening and 
;,.þ rabliſhing of the Church of England. 
'{for whar is my life, if compar'd with 
ſuch great ends asthoſe ? and whar 

of Sreater carnings could I make of ir ? 
Ah why ſhould Souls perith any 

| where for want of viſions ? or 4/7nd 
| men 
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?* men fall into the ditch of deſtruftion 
[os  : for-want of true Seers to guide them 
| .. If pious and able Miniſters be nf 
;.  . where wanting; nay, if there be nor iþ 
i:  :, great want of ſuch in many placesf 
11, - even zngreat Market Towns, let thenf 
Wl. © Zbatareout, keep out;bur if we be con{ 
q +» _fcjous to our ſelves that in ſome places| 
Wl = -theSouls of 4undreds, if not thouſand 
Fl --: of perſons, are ready to periſh for 
Wl | - - Want of Gods Word, it were better tf 
\ fend into the high-ways to compel 
them to come in,that Gods houſe might 

_* Ge fill-d, according ro Lute 14.23. | 

© (0 +. Theſe things I have written, |} 
M7 © © hope, ina zrze pang of Seal, but witlf 
If  _ - ſubmiſſion to the witdom of our Ruf 
lers and Governors, whom I humbly 
beſeech 'to conſider well of what || 
'bave ſaid, and Go] Almighty direc} 


| | 0 I 


|. Y "MVSETX 
Wor _ July, 25 j BRITAN Yours, | 
"8 3680. \ NICYE S. Bl 


FTNTS. 


